
Feb. 27, 1968. E. FELLETER 3,370,304 
HAIR-PROTECTING HEAD COWERING 

Filed June 25, 1965 

INVENTOR. 
EUGENE PELLETER 

  



United States Patent Office 3,370,304 
Patented Feb. 27, 1968 

3,370,304 
HAR-PROTECTING HEAD COVERNG 

Eugene Peietier, 155-A E. 71st St., 
New York, N.Y. 10017 

Filed June 25, 1965, Ser. No. 466,913 
5 Clainas. (C. 2-174) 

This invention relates to head coverings for protecting 
the hair; more particularly, this invention relates to caps 
for use in protecting women's coiffures. 

In a situation where a woman has had her hair dressed 
in the afternoon and takes a shower before going out for 
the evening, she has difficulty in protecting her coiffure 
from compression and disturbance by the stream of water 
from the shower head. 

Also, when the woman goes outdoors it is difficult for 
her to protect her coiffure from being mussed by the 
wind. If a scarf is used, it must be tightly tied around 
the hair. If a hat is worn, it also fits tightly around the 
hair. In either event, the hat or the scarf is likely to 
compress or disturb the coiffure. 
One object of this invention is to provide a cap or hat 

of such construction as to provide a supported covering 
as a canopy over the coiffure or hairdress, in a raised 
position, to avoid pressing against the hairdress, and at 
the same time to provide protection to the hairdress from 
a stream of water from a shower head or from outdoor 
wind. 
When the cap is made for use as a shower cap, the 

material of the covering or canopy should be impervious 
to water, such as any one of the various plastic sheet ma 
terials. 

For outdoor use, where a hat may be desired to be 
worn, the material may be of any material or fabric that 
is relatively wind-resistant, so a hairdress will not be dis 
turbed by a gust of wind. For that use, practically most 
fabrics may be selected for their esthetic appearances, 
since the supporting structure will support the material 
as a canopy away from the hairdress, in spite of water 
or wind. 
To support the covering canopy in protective position 

above the hairdress, several spaced ribs or stays are em 
ployed. Those ribs, in turn, are supported on a headband 
that is normally a loose border of the cap or hat and is 
arranged to be gathered and tied tightly around the head 
of the wearer as a snug headband. Such headband serves 
as a base or foundation on which the ends of the ribs or 
stays are supported so they, in turn, may support the 
fabric or material of which the cap or hat is made. 
To permit such cap or hat to be formed into a self 

Supported covering, the ribs or stays are of flexible resil 
ient material to permit easy bending into substantially in 
verted U-shapes. The ends of the ribs are supported on 
the tied headband, and the curved bails of the ribs hold 
the material of the covering in elevated position above 
the hairdress, while at the same time providing a relatively 
rigid Support for the covering material which is appropri 
ately secured to the several ribs or stays to be held in 
stretched condition when the cap or hat is tied onto the 
head of the wearer. 
The construction and the manner of application of the 

cap or hat of this invention is shown in greater detail in 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of the cap in substantially maxi 
mum open condition; 

FIG. 2 is a rear elevational view of the cap, showing 
the cap alone and loose before application to the head of 
a wearer; 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the cap in operative 
position on the head of a wearer, with the border of the 
cap covering drawn tightly as a headband around the head 
of the wearer, and tied in place by a draw-string; 
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FIG. 4 is a rear elevational view of the cap, shown in 

operative position on the head of the wearer; 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of a portion of the cap, with a 

portion of the covering material shown broken away to 
expose one terminal end of a rib to show how that ter 
minal end is anchored and supported at the border that 
will serve as the headband when the cap is tightly tied in 
place on the head of the wearer; and 

FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken along the line 6-6 of 
FIG. 1, to show the method of attaching a rib to the 
covering fabric, and how the tie cord is disposed in a 
hollow channel of the headband. 
As shown in FIG. 1, a cap 10, emodying the invention, 

comprises a main overall covering i2, having a border 14. 
hemmed to provide a hollow channel 16 for accommo 
dating a tie or drawstring 18 with means 7 for disposing 
the free ends of the drawstring outwardly from the chan 
nel 6. The drawstring 18 serves to gather the border 14 
tightly around the head of a wearer, to make the tightly 
drawn border 14 serve as a firmly positioned headband 
19 to support a plurality of ribs or stays 20 in proper posi 
tion to support the covering 12 in elevated position above 
the hairdress 22 to be protected. 
The ribs 20 in normally unstressed condition may be 

made of flat flexible resilient strips of preferably plastic 
material, or the ribs may be made of hollow tubes of plas 
tic material that are flexible and resilient, so they may 
be bent to form bails of inverted U-shape, to hold the 
covering material 12 in elevated position above the hair 
dress 22. The dimensions of the ribs or stays 20 will, of 
course, be sufficient to enable them to hold the covering 
material 12 elevated above the hairdress 22, as is shown 
in FIG. 3. A vizor 23 protects the front of the face from 
water falling onto the cap. 

In order that the ribs 20 may be stable to support the 
covering £2, the ribs 20 are secured to the covering ma 
terial 2 along the length of the ribs, and the two ends 24 
and 25 of each rib 20 are suitably anchored at the border 
4, so, when the border 14 is tightly drawn and held as 
a headband 19 (see FIGURE 3), the headband will serve 
as a relatively rigid support or base for the several ribs. 
At the same time, since the ribs 20 are secured to the 
material covering 12 by suitable stitching 26, the ribs 20 
are held against lateral slipping or displacement. 
Thus the panels 28 of the covering 12, between the ad 

jacent ribs 20 is substantially extended almost flat between 
the ribs, but, more importantly, is supported in suspension 
between adjacent ribs to provide a protective cover or 
closed awning over and around the entire hairdress. 

In FIGS. 3 and 4, the cap 10 is shown with the draw 
String drawn tight and tied to hold the border as a tight, 
anchored headband 19. The terminal ends of the ribs 20 
are supported on and by the headband 19, and the shanks 
or bodies of the bails or U-shapes are held against lateral 
shifting movement by their anchorage to the covering 12 
by the stitching 26. 
As shown in FIG. 5, each terminal end 24, 25 of a rib 

20 is anchored in a suitable pocket 30 formed at the border 
14 by Suitable arrangement and stitching of the material 
at the border, or by additional small swatches to be 
stitched to the border walls. 

In FIG. 6, the border 14 is shown hemmed by stitching 
32 to form the hollow border channel 16 for the slip draw. 
String 18. An edging 34 of decorative material is shown 
Stitched to the border 14 by stitching 36. The rib 20 is 
shown bound to the cover material by the stitching 26. 

The vizor 23, shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, is sewed onto 
the border and can be tilted up or down. For shower cap 
use, the vizor will normally be tilted downward to prevent 
a shower stream from striking the face, front and cheeks. 
For use on a cap or hat for outdoor use, the vizor maybe 
tilted by the Wearer for preferred personal effects. 
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By the construction shown, a simple inexpensive show 
er cap is provided that may be easily applied and that 
will serve effectively to protect a hairdress from the pres 
sure of a shower stream in bathing, or from wind when 
worn outdoors. For outdoor use, the cap may be made of 
suitable materials of esthetic value and decorated or given 
the appearance of other external shapes while retaining 
the structural features here shown. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A hair-protecting substantially circularly-shaped 

head covering, said head covering comprising, in com 
bination, a head cover made of flexible fabric material 
and having an area adapted to extend approximately from 
the hairline of a wearer to a substantial distance above 
the top of a wearer's head, said cover having a normally 
loose headband portion extending about the periphery 
thereof and forming an opening in said cover substantially 
larger than the normal human head, a plurality of elon 
gated resilient ribs secured to said cover for resiliently 
spreading the sides of said headband apart so as to hold 
said opening in an open, normally loose condition, and 
means operable for tightening said headband portion, sub 
stantially reducing the size of said opening, and securing 
said head covering onto the head of the wearer. 

2. A head covering as in claim 1 in which said ribs are 
parallel to and spaced apart from one another. - 

3. A head covering such as in claim 2 in which each 
of said ribs is secured at each end to said headband por 
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4. 
tion of said cover at a position spaced from the positions 
at which each other member is so secured. - 

4. A head covering as in claim 1 in which said fabric 
material is impervious to liquids. 

5. A head covering as in claim 3 wherein said ribs are 
secured in slightly bowed configuration so as to form a 
partially formed head-receiving cavity when said head 
band is in its normally loose condition. 
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