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To all whom it may concern:.

Beit known that I, RoBerT GoopwIN LAKE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Co-
rona, in the county of Queens and State of

New York, have invented a new and useful-

Window- Shade Sign, of which the followmcr
is a specification.
The invention relates to 1mprovements in

' SlO'DS
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The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of signs for adver-
tising and: other purposes and to provide a
simple, inexpensive,and efficient one designed,
primarily, for use in show-windows, at store-
doors; and similar places where the light for
illuminating the interior of the store may be
utilized for illuminating the sign at night,

: and thereby obviate the necessity of employ-

ing special gas-jets or electric ho“hts for the
sign.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a sign of this character which will be ef-
ficient both in daylight and at night and which
will enable bold, attractive, and highly-orna-
mental advertising or other sign characters to
be displayed.

Another object of the invention is to en-
able rich and handsome signs of great dura-
bility to be readily constructed at a very-low
cost.

‘With these and other objects in view the in-
vention consists in the novel construction and
arrangement of parts hereinafter fully de-
scrlbed illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, and particularly pointed out in the
claims hereto appended, it being understood
that changes in the form, proportion, and
minor details of construction within the scope
of the claims may be made without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-

_ vantages of the invention.
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In the drawings, Figure 1 is-an elevation of
a portion-of a window- -sign provided with a
letter constructed in accordance with this in-
vention. Fig. 2is a horizontal sectional view
of the same on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3
is a reverse plan view. - Fig. 4is an elevation
showing an ornamental figure. Fig. 5 is a
rear elevation of the same.

Like numerals of reference designate corre-

‘purposes.

sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-

‘ IIIU‘S

1 designates a piece- of substantlally opaque
or-semi-opaque window-shade cloth or similar
material having cut therein an opening. 2 of
the form of the letter B, as clearly illus-
trated in Fig. 1 of the drawings; but any other
sign character, symbol, emblem, device, or

“representation, ornamental or otherwise, may

be substituted for the letter-opening 2, and
although- the sign is designed, primarily, for

“window-shade curtains for use at show-win-

dows, doors, and the like for utilizing the
light for illuminating the interior of a store
or other place, yet it will be readily under-
stood  that the sign may be employed in va-
rious other places for advertising and other
The opening or aperture of the
opaque body portion of the sign is covered by
a piece 3 of transparent or translucent mate-
rial, such as tracing-linen, celluloid, mica, or

. smnlar material, which will permit the.pas-

sage of rays of ho“ht to a greater or less ex-
tent to produce a sign character clearly dis-
tinguishable from the opague or semi-opaque
body portion of the sign. ~ The transparent or
translucent piece 3 is of the same form as the
aperture of the body portion of the sign and
is slightly larger than the same to provide

-overlapping marwmal portions 4, which are

cemented or otherwise secured to the rear face
of the body portion of the sign.

In order to conceal the overlappmcr mar-
ginal portion of the transparent or translu-
cent material, the body portion of the sign is
provided on its exterior with an ornamental
shade-border 5, conforming to the configura-
tion of the overlapped marginal edge of the
transparent or translucent material and cov-
ering the same. This will prevent the differ-
ence in the appearance of the body portion of
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the sign which might result when such body -

portion is constructed of semi-opaque mate-
rial, and if the overlapping attached edge of
the piece 3 were not concealed in this manner
a darkened border differing in appearance
from the rest of the body portion might result.

The letters, figures, and similar characters
of the sign are designed to be shaded by paint-
ing the exterior of the body portion of the
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2.4

sign, as shown at 6, and such letters or figures
may be of any form, as will be readily under-
stood, and the transparent or translucent ma-
terial may be either plain white or it may be
ornamented or tinted, if desired.

In Fig. 4 of the drawings is illustrated a
portion of the body 7 of a sign having an or-
namental opening 8 of the form of a bunch of
grapes and leaves, and a piece 9 of transpar-
ent or translucent material of the form of the
said opening 8 is cemented to the back of the
body portion of thesign. This piece of trans-
parent or translucent material is of the same
configuration as the opening 8, but slightly
larger than the same to provide overlapping

_marginal edges 10 for attachment to the body

portion of the sign. The transparent or trans-
lucent material is painted or otherwise orna-

mented to represent the grapes and leaves,

and a shade-border 11 is painted or otherwise
applied to the exterior of the opening or ap-
erture of the body portion of the sign for the
purpose before explained of concealing or pre-
venting the cemented edges of the transpar-
ent, or translucent material from affecting the
appearance of the body portion of the sign.

‘When the transparent or translucent mate-
rial is constructed of tracing-linen, it is flexi-
ble like the window-shade cloth, and the win-
dow-shade sign may be rolled up out of the
way or ‘td]u%ted as desired.

It will beseen that the 1llum1mted signis ef-
fective both in daylight and at night, “that it
will enable a bold, attractive, and highly—or—
namental sign of great durability to be
cheaply constructed, and that itis adapted for
use in show-windows and at doors and is ca-

_pable of utilizing the light of the interior of

the store for illuminating and of thereby dis-
pensing with special gas-jets and electric lights
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and similar devices usually employed for this
purpose. Furthermore, it will be clear that
the first cost of the sign is the only expense
and that by means ¢f it an illuminated sign
may be maintained without additional ex-
pense.

‘What is claimed is—

1. A signcomprising a flexible body portion
of substantially opaque material provided
with a sign-character aperture, and a piece of
translucent or transparent material of the
same form as the aperture covering the same
and extended beyond the edges of the aper-
ture to provide overlapping edges, said over-
lapping edges being secured to the body of the
sign, and the said sign being provided with a
shade-border for concealing the attached edges
ortheeffect thereof, substantially as described.

2. A sign comprising a flexible substan-

tially opaque body portion provided with a

sign-character opening, and a piece of orna-
mented translucent or transparent material of
the same form as the opening, arranged at the
rear face of the body portion of the sign and
extended beyond the edges of the opening to
provide marginal overlapping edges for at-
tachment to the body portion of the sign, said
body portion being provided with exterior
shade-border. extending around the opening
and covering the overlapped marginal edges
to-conceal the effect thereof, substantially as
described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ROBERT GOODWIN LAKL

‘Witnesses:
H. W. GROSSMYER,
D. P. SmyTH.
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