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(57) Abstract: The present invention is a distribution man-
agement system for agricultural, forest and marine products
comprising: a first image capturing means for capturing an
image of the epidermal pattern in a predetermined reference
area of an agricultural, forest or marine product that was
produced or is to be shipped by a producer or a distributor; a
first image characteristic extraction means for extracting im-
age characteristics of the epidermal pattern in the reference
area from the image captured by the first image capturing
means; a storage means in which the extracted image charac-
teristics of the epidermal pattern in the reference area of the
agricultural, forest or marine product are stored; a second
image capturing means for capturing the epidermal pattern
in the reference area of the agricultural, forest or marine
product for comparison purposes; a second image character-
istic extraction means for extracting the image characterist-
ics of the epidermal pattern in the reference area from the
image captured by the second image capturing means; and a
determination means for comparing the image characteristics
of the stored epidermal pattern with the image characterist-
ics of the epidermal pattern in the reference area of the agri-
cultural, forest or marine product for comparison purposes,
and determining whether the agricultural, forest or marine
product for comparison purposes is the agricultural, forest or
marine product that was produced or shipped by the produ-
cer or the distributor.
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