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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN F. HuNTER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Rifle, in the county of Garfield and State of 
Colorado, have invented a new and useful 
Stirrup-Leather Fastener, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

stirrup leather fasteners. 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of stirrup leather 
fasteners, and to provide a simple, inexpen 
sive and efficient buckle, designed to obviate 
the trouble and inconvenience of lacing stir rup straps, and adapted to adjustably con 
nect the same, and capable of enabling a 
stirrup to be easily and quickly lengthened 
or shortened. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully 
described, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, and pointed out in the claims here 
to appended; it being understood that vari 
ous changes in the form, proportion, size 
and minor details of construction, within the 
scope of the claims, may be resorted to with 
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing 
any of the advantages of the invention. 
In the drawing :--Figure 1 is a perspec 

tive view of a stirrup leather fastener, con 
structed in accordance with this invention, 
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and shown applied to stirrup straps. Fig. 
2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 
same. Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view 
on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a plan 
view of the stirrup strap fastener. 

Like numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the 
drawing. 

In the accompanying drawing in which 
is illustrated the preferred embodiment of 
the invention, the stirrup fastener consists 
of a buckle and comprises in its construc 
tion a metallic skeletonized frame formed 
of flat metal and composed of longitudinal 
curved sides 1, curved ends 2 and a straight 
central cross bar 3, off-set by the curvature 
of the sides from the plane of the curved 
ends 2 to provide sufficient space for stirrup 
straps 4 and 5. The curved ends are ar 
ranged at the inner or rear edges of the 
sides of the frame, and the straight central 
cross bar is arranged at the outer or front 
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edges of the said sides. The side bars 1 of 
the fastener are arranged in parallelism 
with the edges of the metal facing out 
Wardly so that the bars will fit flat against 
the side edges of the stirrup straps 4 and 5, 
while the curved end bars are arranged in 
the same longitudinal plane and fit flat 
against the contiguous face of the inner 
strap 5. - - 
The straps 4 and 5 are provided at oppo 

site sides of the median line of the same with 
oblong openings 6 and 7, adapted to be ar 
ranged in registering relation to receive end 
studs 8 and central studs 9. The end studs 
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8 are hook-shaped and have their outer en 
gaging portions or bills extended upward, 
as clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and when 
the said straps have been drawn down the 
Said bills or engaging portions are caused 
to project beyond the ends of the openings 
and securely support the stirrup strap 4 and 
adjustably connect the same with the strap 
5. The end bars are provided with project 
ing ears or members 10, upon which the 
hook-shaped studs are mounted. The hook 
shaped end studs extend outwardly from 
the lugs or ears 10, while the central studs 
9, which are straight, extend from the inner 
face of the central cross bar 3 and engage 
openings in the straps 4 and 5, which are 
thereby held against longitudinal movement 
on each other. 
straps by the central studs prevent acci 
dental longitudinal movement of the same 
so that the straps will not become disen 
gaged from the hook-shaped end studs. 
When it is desired to adjust the stirrup, the 
straps 4 and 5 are pressed in Wardly away 
from the cross bar sufficiently to disengage 
them from the central studs, and the oblong 
openings through which the end studs pass 
are moved upwardly sufficiently to permit 
the ends of the engaging bills or heads of 
the studs to pass through them. The stir 
rup may then be lengthened or shortened, 
and after the stirrup has been adjusted, the 
central and end studs are reengaged with 
the openings of the straps. The open forma 
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The engagement of the . 
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tion of the frame of the buckle permits the 
inward bowing of the straps when effecting 
this adjustment. 
The device herein described is intended 

for a specific purpose and is not a universal 
harness buckle. It is designed as a substi 
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tute for the use of leather lacing now in 
vogue with heavy stock saddles. 

I am aware that in various forms of har 
ness buckles and trace buckles, it is common 
to use both hook-shaped studs and plain 
studs, and these elements I do not claim as 
constituting my invention. What I do 
claim is a fastener for stirrup leather straps 
in which three independent sets of studs are 
caused to engage the straps, the two end 
studs extending in one direction while the 
intermediate stud extends in the opposite 
direction. 

Having thus fully described my inven 
tion, what I claim as new and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent, is:- 

1. A fastener for two overlapping stirrup 
straps comprising side bars, end bars con 
necting the terminals of the side bars and 
fitting against the inside strap, a central 
cross bar connecting the side bars at a point 
intermediate of the ends thereof and fitting 
against the outside strap, approximately 
hook-shaped studs carried by the end bars 
and extending outwardly and being of a 
length. So as to pass through both of the 
overlapped straps and projecting upwardly 
to engage the outer face of the outer strap, 
and studs extending inwardly from the cen 
tral cross bar in the opposite direction from 
the hook-shaped studs and arranged to ex 
tend through both of the stirrup straps to 
maintain the same in engagement with the 
said hook-shaped studs. 

2. In combination with two overlapping 
stirrup straps having oblong openings at 
opposite sides of the median line of the 
same, a stirrup fastener comprising side 
bars, end bars connecting the terminals of 
the side bars and fitting against the inside 
strap, a central cross bar connecting the side 
bars between the ends thereof and fitting 
against the outside strap, approximately 
hook-shaped studs arranged in pairs and 
mounted on the end bars and extending out 
wardly and being of a length to pass 
through openings of both of the stirrup 
straps and projecting upwardly and engag 
ing the Outer face of the outer strap, and 
two central studs projecting inwardly from 
the cross bar in the opposite direction from 
the hook-shaped studs and extending 
through openings in both of the straps to 
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prevent the latter from becoming disen 
gaged from the hook-shaped studs. 

3. In combination with two overlapping 
stirrup straps provided at opposite sides 
with oblong openings adapted to register, 
a stirrup strap fastener comprising curved 
side bars arranged flat against the sides of 
the strap, flat end bars connecting the side 
bal's at the inner or rear edges thereof and 
extending across the rear face of the inner 
stirrup strap, a straight cross bar connecting 
the side bars at a point intermediate of the 
ends thereof and arranged at the front or 
outer edges of the same and extending across 
the outer or front face of the outer strap 
and off-set from the vertical plane of the 
end bars, approximately hook-shaped studs 
arranged in pairs and extending outwardly 
from the end bars and being of a length to 
pass through registering openings of the 
stirrup straps and projecting upwardly and 
engaging the front face of the outer strap, 
the hooks all facing in the same direction, 
and straight central studs extending in 
wardly from the cross bar in the opposite di 
rection from the hooks and passing through 
registering openings in the stirrup straps to 
prevent the same from becoming disengaged 
from the hook-shaped studs. 

4. A fastener for stirrup straps compris 
ing a skeletonized frame formed of side 
bars, end bars and an intermediate cross 
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bar, the end bars and cross bar being located 
in different vertical planes and receiving the 
two straps between them, the end bars cross 
ing the Outer face of one of the straps 
while the cross bar extends across the outer 
face of the other strap, the end bars each 
having a hook-shaped stud to pass through 
openings provided in both straps, said studs 
facing in the same general direction, the in 
termediate cross bar having a plain stud 
which extends in the opposite direction from 
the hook-shaped studs so as to engage open 
ings in the said straps. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN F. HUNTER. 
Witnesses: 

A. LIESEMIS, 
C. G. KENDALL. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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