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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Arraor V. O’NEax,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Alexandria, in the parish of Rapides and
State of Louisiana, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Chain-Clamps, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
chain clamps or grips and has particular ap-
plication to a device of the class described
which will be found useful on logging cars
and the like.

In carrying out the present invention, it
is my purpose to provide a chain clamp or
grip which will embody among other fea-
tures, a pair of jaws adapted to grip the
chain at right angles to the length of the
latter so as to relieve the jaws of a direct
strain, incident to the load on the chain,
thereby insuring an effective grip upon the
chain.

It is also my purpose to provide a chain
clamp or grip which may be attached to the
sills or bunkers of logging cars for the pur-
pose of holding the log chains and which
will embrace the desived features of sim-
plicity, efficiency and durability coupled
with cheapness of cost in manufacture and
marketing,

With the above and other objects in view,
the invention consists in the construction,
combination and arrangement of parts here-
inafter set forth in and falling within the
scope of the claims.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a fragmentary side elevation of a logging
car showing my invention applied thereto.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view
through the clamp or grip, and Fig. 3 is
a detail perspective view of the operating
lever.

Referring now to the accompanying draw-
ing in detail, A indicates the floor of a log-
ging car, while B designates the logs upon
the car and arranged longitudinally thereof
as usual, the logs being encircled by the
chains C. Bach end of each chain may be
held by one of my improved clamps or grips,
or one end of each chain may be fastened to
an eye bolt secured to the bunker or sill of
the car, while the opposite ends of the chains
are held by means of my improved clamps
or grips, the latter being suitably fastened
to the respective bunker or sill.

My improved clamp or grip is indicated
as an entirety by the letter D and comprises

in the present instance a base 1 provided at
appropriate points with openings 2 designed
to receive bolts or other suitable securing
devices whereby the clamp may be fastened
in applied position. Mounted upon the base
1 adjacent to one end thereof and appro-
priately fastened to the basé is a bumper 3
formed to provide a jaw 4 having a recess
5 in one end thereof. Also suitably secured
to the base 1 adjacent to the free end there-
of and in alinement with the bumper 3 is
a casing 6 codperating with the adjacent
face of the base to form a guide way hous-
ing a movable jaw 7 having one end con-
fronting the recessed end of the jaw 4 and
provided with a recess 8 similar to the recess
5 and cobperating therewith to receive one
of the links of the respective chain.

In order to move the movable jaw toward
and away from the stationary jaw, suitable
means are employed. In the present in-
stance, this means is composed of a saddle
9 suitably connected to or formed integral
with the free end of the movaple jaw and
designed to receive a bill or hook 10 formed
on one end of an operating lever 11 pivoted
between the outer wall of the casing 6 and
the adjacent face of the base 1 by means of
a pivot bolt 12,

From the foregoing description taken in
connection with the accompanying drawing,
the construction, mode of operation and
manner of employing my invention will be
readily apparent. To clamp or grip the
chains so as to hold the logs upon the car,
the respective end of each chain is disposed
between the jaws of the respective clamp,
the jaws being in open position. After the
desired tension or stress has been placed
upon the chains, the operating lever 11 is
swung about the pivot bolt 12 so that the
nose 13 on the hook 10 contacts with the
adjacent end of the movable jaw to slide
the latter toward the fixed jaw, thereby
gripping the chains, one of the links of the
latter resting within the recesses 5 and 8.

Tt will be noted that the jaws of the clamp
are disposed at right angles to the plane of
the chains, thereby relieving the jaws and
the operating lever thereof of the influence
of the load on the chains.

I claim:

1. A chain clamp comprising a base, a sta-
tionary jaw upon the base and provided
with a recess in one end thereof, a guide
way upon the base, a movable jaw slidably
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2

disposed within said guide way and having
a recess in one end thereof cobperating with

- the recess in the stationary jaw to receive a

10

‘chain link, and means for moving the mov-

able jaw toward and away from the fixed
jaw, said last-named means comprising a
saddle on the free end of the movable jaw,
an operating lever pivoted upon the base
and provided with a bill adapted to engage
the saddle to open the jaws and having a
nose adapted to contact the adjacent end of
the movable jaw to close the jaws.

2. A chain clamp comprising a base, a
stationary jaw upon the base, a guide way

* upon the base, a movable jaw slidably dis-

posed within said guide way and having one
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face thereof codperating with the confront-
ing face of the stationary jaw to receive a
chain, a saddle on the free end of the mov-
able jaw, and an operating lever pivoted
upon the base and provided with a bill
adapted to engage the saddle to open the
jaws and having a nose adapted to contact
with the adjacent end of the movable jaw
to close the jaws. ‘

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses.

ARTHUR V. ONEAL.

Witnesses: .
ErNest MisNER,
W. T. McHanx,

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. C.”
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