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Be it known that I, JoEN T. HODGE, of Car-
ter’s Depot, Carter county, and State of Ten-
nessee, have invented a new and Improved De-
vice for Delivering Groceries, &c., to Counter-
Scales, of which I;he followingis a speclﬁca,tlon
- The object of this invention is to provide a
couvenient and simple device for containing
and delivering groceries and other articles to
scales to be weighed, thereby avoiding the ne-
cessity of keeping such articles in boxes and
barrels under and about shop - counters, and
avoiding also the inconvenience and labor of
frequently handling such boxes and barrels.

The invention consists of a series of hoppers
or equivalent receptacles placed on the floor
of the room above the.shop-counter, and of
pipes or tubes leading from each one of said
hoppers or receptacles down to within a short
distance of the counter, so that the scales can
be placed under the mouths_of these pipes to

receive thecontents therefrom, said pipes being .

provided with gates or slides to regulate the
delivery of articles from them.

Figure 1 is a front:elevation of the device,
part]y in seetion, on line y g, Fig. 2; and FRig.
2 is a sectional sule elevation of the same on

line z @, Fig. 1.

Similar lettbrs of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

In the drawings, A represents the connter,
B, the scales set thereon; C, the floor above
thc counter. DDis a semes of hoppers set on
the floor C; and E B’ are the pipes or tubes
connecting with said hoppers D, and passing
perpendlcularly down throuoh the floor C,
and terminating a short dlstance above the

(Model.)

| scales B, said tabes or pipes being provided

at their lower ends, and within easy reach of

the operator, with gates or slides F to regun- 40

late the delivery of articles through them.

In order to avoid the frequent opening of
boxes and barrels containing groceries that is
necessary in a retail grocery when serving cus-
tomers, it is designed to empty the contents
of said boxes or barrels at onceinto the series
of hoppers D and their connecting-pipes B E/.
Sugar, coffee, tea, rice, and many other arti-
cles can be so dlsposed of in the single tubes
E E, while the double tube I, whlch is di-
v1ded longitudinally by a partition, a, is de-
signed, for instance, for two sizes of shot or for
two other articles of different kinds. These
tubes terminating just above the counter A,
the scales B can be easily moved under: any
one of them, a gate orslide, I, opened, and any
required portlons of the eontents of the tubes
discharged into the scales to be weighed. The
gate can then be closed to shut off cmy further
discharge of the article.

Havmg thus described my 1uventlon Iclaim
as new and desire to- secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

The improved device for dehvenug gro-
ceries and other articles, constructed substan-
tmlly as herein shown and described, consist-
ing of hoppers D, set above the" counterA
and having pipes or tubes E E/, provided with
gates or slides I depending therefrom, as set

forth.
A JOHN T. HODGE.
Witnesses :
A, P. HArT,
H. C. HART.
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