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To all uphon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ROBERT HELMER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Hec 
tor, in the county of Renville and State of 
Minnesota, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Dancing Toys, of 
which the following is a specification. 

This invention has relation to amusement 
devices, such as movable toys, which simu 
late the movements of dancers and acrobats, 
the purpose being to provide, in combination 
with the figure, means for beating time, there 
by adding greatly to the interest of the toys' 
performance. 
The invention consists of a jointed figure, a 

support therefor, such as a spring, which will 
not interfere in the least with its free move 
ments, a platform of textile or like flexible 
sheet material, and a vibrating mechanism 
for j Eg dance an aSSume St. positions. 

For a full description of the invention and 
the merits thereof and also to acquire a knowl 
edge of the details of construction of the means 
for effecting the result reference is to be had 
to the following description and accompany 
ing drawings. w 

While the invention may be adapted to dif 
ferent forms and conditions by changes in the 
structure and minor details without depart 
ing from the spirit or essential features there 
of, still the preferred embodiment is shown in 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a dancing 
toy embodying invention. Fig. 2 is a view 
of the same as seen from the under side. Fig. 
3 is a transverse section of the toy on the line 
acac of Fig.2 looking in the directions of the 
arrow. Fig. 4 is a detail view of a portion of 
the toy and its spring-support. m 

Corresponding and like parts are referred 
to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the drawings by the same 
reference characters. 
The figure 1 is provided with jointed limbs 

and may be of any design, according to the 
character of the toy. The support 2 consists, 
preferably, of a spring-wire sufficiently stout 
to sustain the figure without interfering in 
the least with its free movements and which 
will supplement the action of the vibrating or 
jarring mechanism by means of which the 
toy is set in motion. The spring-wire 2 is 
curved, and its upper portion is bent down 
Ward, as shown at 3, thence horizontally, as 

the platform to cause the figure to 

indicated at 4, to provide an arm upon which 
the figure is loosely mounted so as to freely 
oscillate. In the event of the figure being of 
flattened form, as when constructed of sheet 
material, it is provided with a horizontal tube 
5, through which the arm 4 passes, the pro 
jecting end of the arm being bent to retain 
the figure in place, the bent portion 3 consti 
tuting an inner stop to limit the movement of 
the figure toward the support. The figure is 
nicely balanced upon the Supporting-arm 4, 
So as to maintain a given position and yet ad 
mit of its free oscillation so as to add materi 
ally to the grotesqueness of its actions. The 
platform 6 is preferably of textile or like 
flexible sheet material and is stretched over a 
framework, which in the present instance con 
sists of a box or hollow base 7, having an open 
ing in its top directly below the toy and over 
which the textile material forming the plat 
form is stretched. 

In the operation of the toy the platform is 
jarred or vibrated, thereby causing the figure 
to move up and down in rapid succession, the 
articulation of its limbs and the loose mount 
ing thereof upon the Support adding to the 
variety of movement and grotesqueness of ac 
tion. 
The vibrating or agitating mechanism is ar 

ranged within the box and beneath the plat 
form and consists of a flat spring 8 and tap 
pet-wheel 9, the spring 8 being secured at one 
end to the framework and provided at its op 
posite end with a knocker 10, arranged to 
come in contact with the platform and im 
part a vibratory movement thereto. The 
tappet-wheel 9 is fast to a shaft 11, journaled 
lengthwise of the framework and provided at 
its outer end with a crank 12 to be operated 
by hand. The tappet-wheel 9 is provided 
around its periphery with spurs which suc 
cessively engage with the spring 8 in the rota 
tion of the shaft 11, and cause said spring to 
vibrate and the knocker 10 carried thereby 
to impart a corresponding movement to the 
platform, whereby the toy has movement im 
parted thereto. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new is- - 
A dancing toy consisting of a box-like 

framework having an opening in its top, a 
textile stretched over said opening and form 
ing a platform, a jointed figure having a hori 
Zontal tube, a spring-support attached at one 
end to the framework and having its oppo 
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site end bent and passed loosely through said wheel fast thereon and provided at its outer to 
tube and provided with a stop at each end of end with an operating-crank. 
the tube, a vibrating mechanism located 
within the framework and comprising a flat 
spring secured at one end to the framework 
and having a knocker at the opposite end to 
come in contact with the aforesaid textile 
platform, a tappet-wheel for coöperation with 
the spring, and a shaft having said tappet 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ROBERT HELMER. (L. s.) 
Witnesses: 

HENRY NOBBs, 
RALPH PRESCOTT. 


