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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to spinal surgery. More
precisely, the present invention relates to intervertebral
prostheses implanted following at least partial disc exci-
sion.
[0002] Document US 2007/073404 describes an in-
tervertebral disc prosthesis comprising at least two
plates, namely first and second plates, articulated about
each other by means of a curved surface, namely artic-
ulation, of at least one of the plates. Each of the plates
comprises a surface known as a contact surface, intend-
ed to be in contact with a vertebral plate of one of the
vertebrae between which the prosthesis is intended to
be inserted. This contact surface for each of the plates
comprises a geometrical centre at equal distance from
at least two diametrically opposite points located on the
periphery of the plate, in which the geometric centres of
the plates are not vertically aligned, this off-setting of the
geometrical centres of the plates engendering an off-set-
ting of the edges of the plates in at least one direction
perpendicular to the vertical axis of the spinal column.
[0003] Document US 2002/165613 describes an in-
tervertebral fixation device includes an intervertebral fix-
ation block and one or more bracing elements. The fix-
ation block is provided with one or more joining slots. The
bracing elements support the vertebrae under treatment
at an insertion front end thereof, when the bracing ele-
ments are inserted into the joining slots of the fixation
block.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] Various embodiments of the present invention
will now be discussed with reference to the appended
drawings. It is appreciated that these drawings depict
only typical embodiments of the invention and are there-
fore not to be considered limiting of its scope.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the intervertebral fu-
sion prosthesis of FIG. 7, comprising a spacer, a
jacket, and two anchors;
FIG. 2A is a lateral view of the intervertebral fusion
prosthesis of FIG. 7; and FIG. 2B is a cranial view
of the intervertebral fusion prosthesis of FIG. 2A;
FIG. 3A is an anterior view of the spacer of FIG. 7;
and FIG. 3B is a cranial view of the spacer of FIG. 3A;
FIG. 4A is an anterior view of the jacket of FIG. 7;
and FIG. 4B is a cranial view of the jacket of FIG. 4A;
FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view of the spacer
and jacket of FIG. 7;
FIG. 6A is a lateral view of the anchor of FIG. 7; and
FIG. 6B is a cranial (or caudal) view of the anchor of
FIG. 6A;
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of an intervertebral fu-
sion prosthesis inserted into an intervertebral space

between two adjacent cervical vertebrae;
FIG. 8 is a perspective view of an alternate embod-
iment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis compris-
ing a spacer, a jacket, and two anchors;
FIG. 9 is an exploded perspective view of a motion-
preserving total disc replacement prosthesis;
FIG. 10 is a lateral view of an alternate embodiment
of a motion-preserving total disc replacement pros-
thesis;
FIG. 11 is a perspective view of an alternate embod-
iment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis, compris-
ing a spacer, a jacket, and four anchors;
FIG. 12 is an anterior view of the intervertebral fusion
prosthesis of FIG. 11;
FIG. 13 is a cranial view of the intervertebral fusion
prosthesis of FIG. 11;
FIG. 14 is a perspective view of the spacer of FIG. 11;
FIG. 15A is a cranial view of the spacer of FIG. 11;
and FIG. 15B is an anterior view of the spacer of
FIG. 15A;
FIG. 16 is a perspective view of the jacket of FIG. 11;
FIG. 17A is a cranial view of the jacket of FIG. 11;
and FIG. 17B is an anterior view of the jacket of FIG.
17A;
FIG. 18 is a perspective view of the intervertebral
fusion prosthesis of Figure 11, implanted in an in-
tervertebral space between two adjacent lumbar ver-
tebrae;
FIG. 19A (BAE-5 PROV) is a postero-lateral view of
an alternate embodiment of an intervertebral fusion
prosthesis; FIG. 19B is a caudal view of the interver-
tebral fusion prosthesis of FIG. 19A; and FIG. 19C
is an anterior view of the intervertebral fusion pros-
thesis of FIG. 19A;
FIG. 20A is an anterior perspective view of an alter-
nate embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthe-
sis; FIG. 20B is an anterior perspective view of the
jacket of FIG. 20A; FIG. 20C is an anterior perspec-
tive view of the spacer of FIG. 20A; FIG. 20D is a
lateral view of the anchor of FIG. 20A; and FIG. 20E
is an anterior perspective view of the anchor of FIG.
20A;
FIG. 21A (BAE-5 PROV) is a lateral view of an alter-
nate embodiment of an anchor; and FIG. 21B is an
anterior (or proximal) view of the anchor of FIG. 21A;
FIG. 22A is a perspective view of an alternate em-
bodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis; FIG.
22B is a perspective view of another alternate em-
bodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis; FIG.
22C is a perspective view of yet another alternate
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis;
FIG. 22D is a perspective view of yet another alter-
nate embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthe-
sis; FIG. 22E is a perspective view of yet another
alternate embodiment of an intervertebral fusion
prosthesis; FIG. 22F is a perspective view of yet an-
other alternate embodiment of an intervertebral fu-
sion prosthesis; FIG. 22G is a perspective view of
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yet another alternate embodiment of an interverte-
bral fusion prosthesis; FIG. 22H is a perspective view
of yet another alternate embodiment of an interver-
tebral fusion prosthesis; FIG. 22I is a perspective
view of yet another alternate embodiment of an in-
tervertebral fusion prosthesis; FIG. 22J is a perspec-
tive view of yet another alternate embodiment of an
intervertebral fusion prosthesis; FIG. 22K is a per-
spective view of yet another alternate embodiment
of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis; FIG. 22L is a
perspective view of yet another alternate embodi-
ment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis; and FIG.
22M is a perspective view of yet another alternate
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis;
FIG. 23A is a perspective view of an alternate em-
bodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis sized
and shaped to be inserted in one lateral side of an
intervertebral space, comprising a spacer, a jacket
and two anchors; and FIG. 23B is a perspective view
of an alternate embodiment of an intervertebral fu-
sion prosthesis, comprising a spacer and two screw-
type anchors.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0005] The present invention advances the state of the
art by providing intervertebral prostheses with anchors
to secure the prostheses to bone
[0006] The subject-matter of the invention is defined
by claim 1.
[0007] Further advantages are achieved by the em-
bodiments indicated by the dependent claims.
[0008] In this specification, the following terms are
used with the specified definitions.
[0009] Antagonistic spinal motion is defined as sub-
stantially identical spinal motions in opposite directions.
Therefore, spinal flexion and extension is an example of
antagonistic spinal motions. Other examples include
right and left axial rotation, right and left lateral bending,
and anterior and posterior translation. In this specifica-
tion, antagonistic spinal motion is equivalent to opposite
spinal motion.
[0010] A patent opening is defined as an unobstructed
opening extending through all identified features or struc-
tures.
[0011] An acute angle is defined as an angle greater
than 0 degrees and less than 90 degrees. Two compo-
nents oriented at an acute relative angle may not be par-
allel or perpendicular to each other. A compound angle
is the resultant angle projected from two angles lying in
mutually perpendicular planes.
[0012] Foliate is defined as shaped like a leaf. Leaves
occur in a multitude of shapes, or two-dimensional pro-
files. Leaves also have thickness and are therefore three-
dimensional structures. Certain leaves are normally
creased or puckered so that they have a pronounced
three-dimensional shape. The three-dimensional aspect
is included in the present definition of foliate.

[0013] Sagittate is defined as shaped like an arrow-
head. Arrowheads, more properly termed projectile
points, occur in a multitude of shapes, or two-dimensional
profiles. Projectile points also have thickness and are
therefore three-dimensional structures. The three-di-
mensional attribute is included in the present definition
of sagittate. Projectile points also typically comprise a
pointed tip, sharpened edges, and a blunt trailing end.
At least these attributes are included in the present def-
inition of sagittate.
[0014] Referring to FIGS. 1-2, a prosthesis 110 accord-
ing to the present invention is shown. The prosthesis 110
comprises an intervertebral spacer 112, a jacket 114,
and multiple anchors 116, or bone engagement ele-
ments. The present embodiment includes two anchors
116 disposed on opposite sides of the spacer 112. The
spacer 112 may fill a portion of an intervertebral disc
space between adjacent vertebrae after removal of a por-
tion of an intervertebral disc. The jacket 114 may sur-
round the spacer 112 in approximately the same orien-
tation that an intact annulus fibrosus surrounds a natural
intervertebral disc. The anchors 116 may slide into en-
gagement with the spacer 112 and the jacket 114 to rig-
idly connect the spacer 112 to the vertebral bodies.
[0015] Referring to FIG. 3, the spacer 112 is illustrated
in a front view (FIG. 3A) and a top view (FIG. 3B). The
spacer 112 may comprise a top side 118, a bottom side
120 opposite the top side 118, a leading side 124, a trail-
ing side 122 opposite the leading side 124, and two lateral
sides 126 extending between the leading 124 and trailing
122 sides. In other words, the spacer 112 may comprise
a general three-dimensional body. The present embod-
iment of the spacer 112 has a generally oval shape in
the top view. Alternatively, the spacer 112 may be square,
rectangular, circular, elliptical, kidney-shaped, or any
other shape in the top view. The top and bottom sides
118, 120 of the spacer 112 may be flat, concave, convex,
or any other shape in the front view (FIG. 3A) or lateral
view (FIG. 2A). In particular, the top and bottom sides
118, 120 of the spacer 112 may be curved or angled to
maintain or restore an anatomically appropriate lordotic
or kyphotic angle in the lateral view. In certain embodi-
ments, the various sides of the spacer 112 may blend
together to a greater or lesser degree.
[0016] The spacer 112 may comprise an interconnec-
tion feature extending across the top 118 or bottom side
120. The interconnection feature is shaped and sized to
mate with a corresponding interconnection portion of the
anchor 116. In the present embodiment, the interconnec-
tion feature is a dovetail slot 146 between the leading
and trailing sides 124, 122, as shown most clearly in FIG.
5. A first dovetail slot 146 extends across the top side
118 and a second dovetail slot 146 extends across the
bottom side 120. Alternatively, the interconnection fea-
ture could comprise a T-slot, slide, keyways, ratchets,
pins, press-fit components, or threads. The interconnec-
tion feature could alternatively comprise a protruding fea-
ture corresponding to any of the undercut features pre-
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viously listed.
[0017] The spacer 112 may comprise a ridge 128, or
shelf, extending along a lateral side 126 adjacent to the
top 118 or bottom side 120. In the embodiment shown,
the spacer 112 comprises bilateral ridges 128 adjacent
to the bottom side 120. It can be appreciated from FIG.
3 that the ridges 128 increase the surface area of the
bottom side 120 relative to the top side 118.
[0018] The spacer 112 may optionally have one or
more cavities 130 extending through the top and bottom
sides 118, 120 to contain bone graft material or to serve
as channels for bone growth. Each cavity 130 may extend
unobstructed through the spacer 112 so as to comprise
a patent opening through the spacer 112. In the present
embodiment, the spacer 112 has bilateral cavities 130
separated by a central web 148 and encircled by an an-
nular wall 150. Alternatively, the spacer may have no
cavity 130.
[0019] The spacer 112 may have one or more instru-
ment connection features on the trailing side 122. In the
present embodiment, the spacer 112 has a first hole 154
and a second hole 156 through the wall 150 on the trailing
side 122. One or both of the holes 154, 156 may be
threaded or provided with other connection means, such
as a bayonet socket, notches, or undercuts. In the
present embodiment, the first hole 154 is threaded. Al-
ternatively, the instrument connection feature may be a
protruding feature such as a post or tab. It is contemplat-
ed that the spacer may lack an instrument connection
feature altogether.
[0020] The top and bottom sides 118, 120 of the spacer
112 may be roughened to prevent in-vivo migration. Al-
ternately, the top and bottom sides 118, 120 of the spacer
112 may be provided with an alternating pattern of ridges
152 and grooves 153, teeth, or other structured surface
enhancements. FIG. 2A shows ridges 152 and grooves
153 from a lateral view.
[0021] The spacer 112 may comprise radiolucent pol-
yetheretherketone (PEEK) or polyaryletherketone
(PAEK). Alternatively, the spacer 112 may comprise a
material that is only partially radiolucent, so that the spac-
er 112 may be visualized radiographically without ob-
scuring a view of any developing intervertebral bone fu-
sion mass. Alternatively, the structure of the spacer 112
may be manipulated to produce partial radiolucence,
such as by forming a radiopaque material with grooves,
controlled porosity, or other means. In an alternate em-
bodiment, the spacer 112 may comprise autograft bone,
allograft bone, or bone graft substitute. The spacer 112
may alternatively comprise metal, ceramic, glass, poly-
mer, or any other material known for use in the human
body. The spacer 112 may also comprise one or more
surface treatments to encourage bony attachment, such
as porous coating, plasma spray coating, hydroxyapatite,
or tricalcium phosphate.
[0022] Referring to FIG. 4, the jacket 114 is illustrated
in a front view (FIG. 4A) and a top view (FIG. 4B). The
jacket 114 comprises an annular wall 132 extending be-

tween a top side 158 and a bottom side 160 and com-
prising a leading portion 136, a trailing portion 134 op-
posite the leading portion 136, and two side portions 138
extending between the leading 136 and trailing 134 por-
tions. With reference to FIGS 1-2, it can be appreciated
that the leading 136 and trailing 134 portions of the jacket
114 may extend proximate the top and bottom sides 118,
120 of the spacer 112 when the spacer 112 and jacket
114 are assembled together. However, the side portions
138 may be spaced apart from the top and bottom sides
118, 120. This arrangement may afford an unobstructed
post-operative lateral view of any developing bone fusion
mass proximate the top and bottom sides 118, 120 of the
spacer 112. The present embodiment of the jacket 114
has a generally oval shape in the top view, corresponding
closely to the shape of the spacer 112 in the top view. It
is contemplated that alternatively shaped jackets may be
constructed to correspond closely to the alternative spac-
er shapes described previously. It is further contemplated
that the jacket 114 may be shaped to correspond closely
to selected portions of the spacer 112, with a gap being
present around the remaining interface. This approach
may simplify fabrication of the spacer 112 and the jacket
114 by permit larger manufacturing tolerances, at least
in the regions where a gap exists between the spacer
112 and the jacket 114.
[0023] The jacket 114 may comprise an interconnec-
tion feature extending across the top 156 or bottom side
158. Preferably, the interconnection feature is identical
to the interconnection feature of the spacer 112. In the
present embodiment, the interconnection feature is a
dovetail slot 162 between the leading and trailing portions
136, 134, as shown most clearly in FIG. 5. A first dovetail
slot 162 extends across the top side 156 and a second
dovetail slot 162 extends across the bottom side 158.
The interconnection feature on the jacket 114 may com-
prise any of the alternative configurations set forth pre-
viously with regard to the interconnection feature on the
spacer 112.
[0024] The jacket 114 may have a window 140 through
the side portions 138 through which a developing bone
fusion mass may be radiographically observed post-op-
eratively. The window 140 may extend unobstructed
through the jacket 114 so as to comprise a patent opening
across the jacket 114.
[0025] The jacket 114 may have one or more instru-
ment connection features on the trailing portion 134. In
the present embodiment, the jacket 114 has a first hole
164 and a second hole 166 through the wall 132 on the
trailing portion 134. One or both of the holes 164, 166
may be threaded. In the present embodiment, the first
hole 164 is threaded. The jacket may comprise alterna-
tive instrument connection features, or no instrument
connection feature, as described previously for the spac-
er 112.
[0026] The jacket 114 may be made of metal, ceramic,
glass, polymer, or any other structural material known
for use in the human body. The jacket 114 may also com-
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prise one or more surface treatments to encourage bony
attachment, such as porous coating, plasma spray coat-
ing, hydroxyapatite, or tricalcium phosphate. In an alter-
nate embodiment, the jacket 114 may comprise autograft
bone, allograft bone, or bone graft substitute.
[0027] Referring to FIG. 5, an exploded perspective
view illustrates the jacket 114 and the spacer 112. The
jacket 114 may fit snugly over an outer perimeter surface
142 of the spacer 112 so that the spacer 112 and jacket
114 form a spacer assembly 144. Referring to FIGS. 3-5,
when the spacer 112 and the jacket 114 are assembled,
the leading portion 136 of the jacket 114 is adjacent to
the leading side 124 of the spacer 112, the trailing portion
134 of the jacket 114 is adjacent to the trailing side 122
of the spacer 112, the side portions 138 of the jacket 114
are adjacent to the lateral sides 126 of the spacer 112,
the top side 158 of the jacket 114 is proximate the top
side 118 of the spacer 112, and the bottom side 160 of
the jacket 114 is proximate the bottom side 120 of the
spacer 112. In this case, the ridge 128 on the spacer 112
may abut a side portion 138 of the jacket 114 when the
spacer 112 and jacket 114 are assembled.
[0028] With reference to FIGS. 3-5, the spacer assem-
bly 144 may have an interconnection feature that extends
across the spacer 112 and the jacket 114. In the present
embodiment, the spacer assembly 144 comprises two
interconnection features, one extending across the top
side 118 of the spacer 112 and one extending across the
bottom side 120 of the spacer 112. Each interconnection
feature comprises the dovetail slot 146 of the spacer 112
which aligns with the dovetail slot 162 in the jacket 114
so as to form a single continuous interconnection feature
across the spacer assembly 144, as is most clearly seen
in FIG. 1. The dovetail slot 146, 162 captures the inter-
connection portion of the anchor 116 and transmits ten-
sion, compression, shear, torsion, and bending loads be-
tween the anchor 116 and the spacer. In the present em-
bodiment, spinal loads are distributed from one vertebra
to another through the anchors 116 and across the lead-
ing and trailing portions 136, 134 of the jacket 114. When
this embodiment is implanted from an anterior approach,
the leading portion 136 of the jacket 114 is in the posterior
portion of the intervertebral space and the trailing portion
134 of the jacket 114 is in the anterior portion of the in-
tervertebral disc space. With this arrangement, the pros-
thesis 110 may replicate the strength and stiffness of the
natural anterior and posterior longitudinal ligaments to
provide superior fixation of adjacent vertebral bodies.
[0029] Referring to FIG. 6, the anchor 116 is illustrated
in a side view (FIG. 6A) and a top view (FIG. 6B). The
anchor 116 may be generally elongate with a leading end
168 and a trailing end 170 opposite the leading end 168.
Anchors of different sizes and shapes may be provided.
[0030] The anchor 116 may comprise an interconnec-
tion portion extending between the leading and trailing
ends 168, 170. The interconnection portion may be
shaped and sized to mate with the interconnection fea-
ture previously described for the spacer assembly 144,

so as to slidably connect the anchor 116 to the spacer
assembly 144. In the present embodiment, the intercon-
nection portion of the anchor 116 is a dovetail beam 172.
When the anchor 116 is fully engaged with the spacer
assembly 144, the dovetail beam 172 engages the lead-
ing portion 136 and trailing portion 134 of the jacket 114
so that load may be transmitted between the anchor 116
and the jacket 114 across opposite sides of the jacket
114. The interconnection portion may alternatively com-
prise a T-rail, slide, key, ratchets, pins, press-fit compo-
nents, or threads. The interconnection feature could al-
ternatively comprise an undercut feature corresponding
to any of the protruding features previously listed.
[0031] The anchor 116 may comprise a stop feature
that prevents the anchor 116 from advancing too far into
the spacer assembly 144 at the time of implantation, or
migrating toward the leading portion 136 of the jacket
114 post-operatively. In the present embodiment, the
stop feature is a flange 174, or enlarged tip, integrated
on the dovetail beam 172 at the trailing end 170. The
outer profile of the flange 174 is larger than the profile of
the mating dovetail slot 162 in the jacket 114. Therefore,
the flange 174 cannot pass into the dovetail slot 162. The
flange 174 may taper or flare from the dovetail beam 172
toward the trailing end 170. A matching chamfer 176 may
be present around the dovetail slot 162, so that the flange
174 may be at least partially recessed within the trailing
portion 134 of the jacket wall 132. The congruent tapered
surfaces of the flange 174 and the chamfer 176 provide
a more uniform stress distribution than may be present
with point-to-point or point-to-surface contact. This max-
imizes the load bearing capability of the flange 174 and
chamfer 176.
[0032] The anchor 116 may comprise a locking feature
that prevents the anchor from migrating toward the trail-
ing portion 134 of the jacket 114 post-operatively. In the
present embodiment, the locking feature is a flexible tab
178 integrated on the dovetail beam 172 proximate the
trailing end 170, as best seen in FIG. 9. As the dovetail
beam 172 advances into the spacer assembly 144, the
tab 178 contacts the trailing portion 134 of the jacket 114
and elastically deforms toward the dovetail beam 172.
As the dovetail beam 172 advances further into the spac-
er assembly 144, the tab 178 slides past the trailing por-
tion 134 of the jacket 114 and springs away from the
dovetail beam 172 so that the tip 180 of the tab 178 makes
surface-to-surface contact with an inner surface 182 of
the jacket 114. Thus, the tab 178 prevents the anchor
116 from migrating toward the trailing portion 134 of the
jacket 114 post-operatively. The locking feature may al-
ternatively snap into engagement with the trailing side
122 of the spacer 112. The locking feature may alterna-
tively be integrated into the jacket 114 or into the spacer
112.
[0033] The anchor 116 may comprise a fixation portion
that rigidly secures the anchor 116 to a bone. More spe-
cifically, the fixation portion may resist axial tensile and
compressive forces resulting from, for example, spinal
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flexion and extension or right and left lateral bending.
The fixation portion may extend between the leading and
trailing ends 168, 170 of the anchor, and may be spaced
apart from the interconnection portion described previ-
ously. In the present embodiment, the fixation portion is
a plate 184 extending between the leading and trailing
ends 168, 170 of the anchor. The plate 184 comprises
two broad surfaces, a top side 186 and a bottom side
188 opposite the top side 186. In the present embodi-
ment, the bottom side 188 of the plate 184 is oriented to
squarely face the dovetail beam 172.
[0034] Referring to FIG. 6B, the present embodiment
of the plate 184 has a top view profile that resembles a
leaf or an arrowhead. Thus, the plate 184 can be de-
scribed as foliate (shaped like a leaf) or sagittate (shaped
like an arrowhead). The plate 184 tapers to a point 190
at the leading end 168 and terminates in a blunt edge
192 at the trailing end 170. The pointed leading end 168
reduces the magnitude of the force required for insertion
and to minimize collateral damage to the vertebral body.
An optional window 191 may pierce the plate 184.
[0035] The present embodiment of the plate 184 is flat
in the side view, as seen in FIG. 6A. Alternatively, plate
184 could be bent, curved, rounded, or otherwise shaped
to resemble a "T", "L", "O", "Y", "V", rectangle, circle, oval,
concave, convex, and variations thereof in the side view,
or alternately, in a view from the leading end 168 or trailing
end 170.
[0036] Referring to FIG. 6A, with brief reference to FIG.
1, the present embodiment of the plate 184 is sharpened
around at least a portion of its profile to produce a cutting
edge 194 capable of cutting through bone. More precise-
ly, the cutting edge 194 may extend along lateral sides
of the plate to the point 190, while the blunt edge 192
may preferably be left unsharpened to resist migration
after insertion. Alternatively, the cutting edge 194 may
extend only along the portion of the profile that faces
toward the leading end 168. The cutting edge 194 may
be V-shaped, convex, hollow ground, or any other cutting
edge shape. In a preferred embodiment, the cutting edge
194 may be produced with a curved face adjacent the
bottom side 188 and a flat face adjacent the top side 186.
In an alternative embodiment, the plate 184 may be
sharpened asymmetrically so that the cutting edge 194
is located closer to the top side 186 than to the bottom
side 188. By producing the cutting edge 194 with a curved
face and a flat face, or by asymmetrically locating the
cutting edge 194 proximate to the top side 186, the plate
184 may be biased to track along a path that diverges at
least slightly from the path taken by the dovetail beam
172 as the anchor 116 slides into engagement with the
spacer assembly 144 and adjacent vertebrae. In other
words, this configuration naturally biases the anchor 116
to lift away from the dovetail beam 172 when the plate
184 is inserted into bone. When two or more anchors 116
according to this preferred embodiment are inserted on
opposite sides of the spacer assembly 144 to engage
adjacent vertebrae, the vertebrae are compressed

against the spacer assembly 144 as the anchors 116 are
advanced. Additionally, the cutting edge 194 may be in-
terrupted by saw teeth or serrations 195 to resist migra-
tion after insertion.
[0037] The anchor 116 may comprise a leg 196 ex-
tending generally perpendicularly between the intercon-
nection portion and the fixation portion. In the present
embodiment, a first leg 196 extends between the dovetail
beam 172 and the plate 184. The first leg 196 is disposed
toward the leading end 168 of the anchor 116. A second
leg 198 extends between the dovetail beam 172 and the
plate 184 and is disposed toward the trailing end 170 of
the anchor 116. This arrangement provides a window
199, or patent opening, between the legs 196, 198, so
that any developing bone fusion mass may be radio-
graphically observed post-operatively. A cutting edge
197 capable of cutting through bone may be present on
the first leg 196, on a side proximate the leading end 168
of the anchor 116. Alternatively, the leg may be config-
ured to avoid penetrating bone at all.
[0038] The anchor 116 may alternatively comprise any
of a variety of features to resist migration after insertion,
such as teeth, keels, prongs, fish hooks, or barbs to en-
gage the bone or the spacer 112.
[0039] The anchor 116 may be made of metal, ceramic,
glass, polymer, or any other structural material known
for use in the human body. The anchor 116 may also
comprise one or more surface treatments to encourage
bony attachment, such as porous coating, plasma spray
coating, hydroxyapatite, or tricalcium phosphate. In an
alternate embodiment, the anchor 116 may comprise
autograft bone, allograft bone, or bone graft substitute.
[0040] Referring to FIG. 7, the prosthesis 110 is shown
implanted in an intervertebral space 6 between adjacent
cervical vertebrae 2, 4. It can be appreciated that the
spacer 112 of prosthesis 110 may be sized and shaped
to at least partially fill an intervertebral disc space be-
tween adjacent vertebrae at any level of the spine after
removal of at least a portion of an intervertebral disc.
[0041] Methods of implanting the intervertebral fusion
prosthesis 110 in the cervical spine from an anterior sur-
gical approach will now be described with reference to
FIG. 7. It is understood that the same or similar methods
may be employed to implant the prosthesis 110 at any
level of the spine, and from any surgical approach, with-
out departing from the scope of the present invention.
More specifically, it is contemplated that prosthesis 110
may be implanted from an anterior, posterior, lateral,
transforaminal, or other surgical approach.
[0042] At least a portion of an intervertebral disc 8 (not
shown) between adjacent cervical vertebrae 2, 4 may be
removed from the intervertebral disc space 6, using tools
and techniques known in the art. Substantially all of the
disc 8 may be removed in the present embodiment.
[0043] The spacer assembly 144 having a size and
shape corresponding to the disc space 6 may be selected
from a kit comprising spacer assemblies of various sizes
and shapes. The spacer assembly 144 may be oriented
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so that the top side 118 of the spacer 112 faces superiorly
and the bottom side 120 of the spacer 112 faces inferiorly.
The spacer assembly 144 may be further oriented so that
the leading side 124 of the spacer 112 faces posteriorly
and the trailing side 122 of the spacer 112 faces anteri-
orly. The spacer assembly 144 is inserted into the disc
space 6 between vertebrae 2, 4 from anterior to posterior
until the spacer assembly 144 is generally concentric with
the adjacent vertebral bodies of vertebrae 2, 4.
[0044] A first anchor 116 having a size and shape cor-
responding to the disc space 6 and vertebral bodies of
vertebrae 2, 4 may be selected from a kit comprising
anchors of various sizes and shapes. The anchor 116
may be oriented so that the plate 184 faces superiorly
and the dovetail beam 172 faces inferiorly. The anchor
116 may be further oriented so that the leading end 168
faces posteriorly, the trailing end 170 faces anteriorly,
and the dovetail beam 172 is collinear with the dovetail
slot 162 across the top side 158 of the jacket 114 and
the dovetail slot 146 across the top side 118 of the spacer
112. The dovetail beam 172 of the anchor 116 is inserted
into the dovetail slots 162, 146 from anterior to posterior
until the dovetail beam 172 engages the leading portion
136 and trailing portion 134 of the jacket 114, the flange
174 abuts the chamfer 176, and the tab 178 snaps behind
the inner surface 182 of the jacket 114.
[0045] A second anchor 116 may be selected from the
kit and oriented so that the plate 184 faces inferiorly, the
dovetail beam 172 faces superiorly, the leading end 168
faces posteriorly, the trailing end 170 faces anteriorly,
and the dovetail beam 172 is collinear with the dovetail
slots 162, 146 across the bottom sides 160, 120 of the
jacket 114 and spacer 112. The dovetail beam 172 of the
anchor 116 is inserted as described previously.
[0046] In a preferred embodiment, the spacer assem-
bly 144 is placed in the intervertebral space 6 first, fol-
lowed by anchors 116 which secure the spacer assembly
144 to the vertebral bodies of adjacent vertebrae 2, 4.
Alternatively, the spacer assembly 144 and anchors 116
may be pre-assembled and subsequently inserted into
the disc space 6 as a unit, or the anchors 116 may be
inserted into the vertebral bodies of vertebrae 2, 4, fol-
lowed by the spacer assembly 144.
[0047] Referring to FIG. 7, the prosthesis 110 may pro-
vide a stable construct by ensuring both anterior and pos-
terior rigid fixation of the adjacent vertebral bodies of ver-
tebrae 2, 4, when implanted from an anterior approach.
In general, the more rigid the fixation, the more conducive
the environment is to bony fusion. Traditional spinal fu-
sion procedures form stable constructs by relying upon
a spacer that is used in combination with a plate or a rod
and screw system. The current embodiment may provide
the same stability as a traditional spinal fusion construct,
but with reduced surgical time as well as the potential for
reduced complications associated with secondary hard-
ware outside of the intervertebral space. Newer products
on the market only provide anterior tensile load paths,
through the use of bone screws or keels. The present

embodiment of prosthesis 110 utilizes sliding anchors
116 that connect the anterior and posterior ends of the
spacer assembly 144 to the adjacent vertebral endplates.
This non-screw based approach leads to a more sym-
metric stiffness profile of the construct, as well as a re-
duced radiographic profile. Additionally, the prosthesis
110 may be implanted without using instruments at ex-
treme oblique angles, which reduces complexity for the
surgeon.
[0048] Referring to FIG. 8, an alternate embodiment
of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 210 is shown. The
prosthesis 210 comprises an intervertebral spacer 212,
a jacket 214, and two anchors 216 disposed on opposite
sides of the spacer 212. The anchors 216 slidingly en-
gage the jacket 214 and spacer 212 in the manner de-
scribed previously.
[0049] Referring to FIG. 9, a motion-preserving total
disc replacement prosthesis 310 is illustrated in an ex-
ploded perspective view. The prosthesis 310 comprises
a convex articular component 312, a concave articular
component 314 shaped to articulate with the convex ar-
ticular component 312, and two anchors 316 disposed
on opposite sides of the prosthesis 310. The anchors 316
slidingly engage the convex articular component 312 and
concave articular component 314 in the manner de-
scribed previously. In the present embodiment, the an-
chors 316 provide primary fixation of the prosthesis 310
to adjacent vertebrae. The articular components 312, 314
may each comprise an articular surface integrally formed
with an endplate, or alternatively, the articular compo-
nents may each comprise an articular surface secured
to a separate endplate.
[0050] Referring to FIG. 10, an alternate embodiment
of a motion-preserving total disc replacement prosthesis
410 is illustrated in a lateral view. The prosthesis 410
comprises two endplates 412, an elastomeric disc com-
ponent 414 disposed between the endplates 412, and
two anchors 416 disposed on opposite sides of the pros-
thesis 410. The anchors 416 slidingly engage the end-
plates 412 in the manner described previously.
[0051] Referring to FIGS. 11-13, an alternate embod-
iment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 510 is illus-
trated. Prosthesis 510 comprises a spacer 512, a jacket
514, and four anchors 516.
[0052] Referring to FIGS. 14-15, the spacer 512 is il-
lustrated in a perspective view (FIG. 14), a top view (FIG.
15A) and a front view (FIG. 15B). The spacer 512 com-
prises a top side 518, a bottom side 520 opposite the top
side 518, a leading side 524, a trailing side 522 opposite
the leading side 524, and two lateral sides 526 extending
between the leading 524 and trailing 522 sides. The spac-
er 512 has a generally kidney-shaped profile in the top
view. The top and bottom sides 518, 520 of the spacer
512 are gently contoured in the front view.
[0053] In the present embodiment, the spacer 512
comprises four dovetail slots 546 between the leading
and trailing sides 524, 522, as shown most clearly in FIG.
14. Two dovetail slots 546 extend across the top side
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518 and two dovetail slots 546 extend across the bottom
side 520. With reference to FIG. 15A, the dovetail slots
546 on the top side 518 are disposed at an acute angle
relative to each other in a first plane parallel to the top
side 518, such as the top view plane. The dovetail slots
546 are farther apart at the leading side 524 and closer
together at the trailing side 522. With reference to FIG.
15B, the dovetail slots 546 on the top side 518 are also
disposed at an acute angle relative to each other in a
second plane perpendicular to the first plane, such as
the front view plane. An open end 545 of each dovetail
slot 546 is farther apart at the top side 518 and a closed
end 547 of each dovetail slot 546 is closer together deep
within the spacer 512. It can also be appreciated that the
closed ends 547 of the dovetail slots are mutually tilted
at an acute angle. Thus, the dovetail slots 546 on the top
side 518 may be said to be oriented at a compound acute
relative angle. The dovetail slots 546 on the bottom side
520 are similarly oriented in this embodiment.
[0054] The spacer 512 comprises a ridge 528, or shelf,
extending along a lateral side 526 adjacent to the bottom
side 520.
[0055] The spacer 512 has three cavities 530 extend-
ing through the top and bottom sides 518, 520 to contain
bone graft material or to serve as channels for bone
growth. Each cavity 530 extends unobstructed through
the spacer 512 so as to comprise a patent opening
through the spacer 512. The cavities 530 are separated
by two central webs 548 and encircled by an annular wall
550.
[0056] The spacer 512 has a hole 554 through the wall
550 on the trailing side 522. The hole 554 may be thread-
ed or provided with other connection means, as de-
scribed previously.
[0057] Referring to FIGS. 16-17, the jacket 514 is illus-
trated in a perspective view (FIG. 16), a top view (FIG.
17A) and a front view (FIG. 17B). The jacket 514 com-
prises an annular wall 532 extending between a top side
558 and a bottom side 560 and comprising a leading
portion 536, a trailing portion 534 opposite the leading
portion 536, and two side portions 538 extending be-
tween the leading 536 and trailing 534 portions. With ref-
erence to FIGS. 11-12, it can be appreciated that the
leading 536 and trailing 534 portions of the jacket 514
may extend proximate the top and bottom sides 518, 520
of the spacer 512 when the spacer 512 and jacket 514
are assembled together. However, the side portions 538
may be spaced apart from the top and bottom sides 518,
520. The jacket 514 (FIG. 17A) corresponds closely to
the shape of the spacer 512 (FIG. 15A) in the top view.
[0058] The jacket 514 comprises four dovetail slots 562
between the leading and trailing portions 536, 534, as
shown most clearly in FIG. 16. Two dovetail slots 562
extend across the top side 558 and two dovetail slots 562
extend across the bottom side 560. The dovetail slots
562 are oriented at a compound acute relative angle as
described previously for the spacer 512.
[0059] The jacket 514 has a window 540 through the

side portions 538. The window 540 extends unobstructed
through the jacket 514 so as to comprise a patent opening
across the jacket 514.
[0060] The jacket 514 has a hole 564 through the wall
532 on the trailing portion 534. The hole 564 may be
threaded or provided with other connection means, as
described previously
[0061] Referring to FIGS. 14 and 16, the jacket 514 is
sized and shaped to fit snugly over an outer perimeter
surface 542 of the spacer 512 so that the spacer 512 and
jacket 514 form a spacer assembly 544, shown in FIG.
11. When the spacer 512 and the jacket 514 are assem-
bled, the leading portion 536 of the jacket 514 is adjacent
to the leading side 524 of the spacer 512, the trailing
portion 534 of the jacket 514 is adjacent to the trailing
side 522 of the spacer 512, the side portions 538 of the
jacket 514 are adjacent to the lateral sides 526 of the
spacer 512, the top side 558 of the jacket 514 is proximate
the top side 518 of the spacer 512, and the bottom side
560 of the jacket 514 is proximate the bottom side 520
of the spacer 512. In this case, the ridge 528 on the spacer
512 may abut a side portion 538 of the jacket 514 when
the spacer 512 and jacket 514 are assembled.
[0062] With reference to FIG. 11, the dovetail slots 546
on the top side 518 of the spacer 512 align with the dove-
tail slots 562 on the top side 558 of the jacket 514 to form
continuous collinear interconnection features when the,
spacer 512 and the jacket 514 are assembled together.
Similarly, the dovetail slots 546 on the bottom side 520
of the spacer 512 align with the dovetail slots 562 on the
bottom side 560 of the jacket 514 to form continuous
collinear interconnection features when the spacer 512
and the jacket 514 are assembled together.
[0063] The interconnection features on the spacer as-
sembly 544 may be configured in many alternative em-
bodiments. Considering a top side of the spacer assem-
bly 544, there may be one or more interconnection fea-
tures distributed symmetrically or asymmetrically across
the spacer assembly 544. The interconnection features
may be oriented parallel to each other, or at an acute
angle in one or more planes of reference. Considering
the top and bottom sides of the spacer assembly 544,
the number of interconnection features may be equal or
unequal. It can be appreciated that the number, distribu-
tion, and orientation of interconnection features on the
spacer assembly 544 will correspond at least in part to
the number, distribution, and orientation of anchors 516
present in prosthesis 510.
[0064] By orienting the anchors 516 at an acute relative
angle in one or more planes, the prosthesis 510 may
experience less post-operative migration. The com-
pound acute relative angle discussed previously may al-
so minimize the risk of bone fracture due to multiple stress
risers created by inserting the anchors 516 into the bone.
[0065] Referring to FIGS. 11-12, the anchor 516 may
be similar in design and construction to anchor 116 de-
scribed previously.
[0066] Referring to FIG. 18, the prosthesis 510 is
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shown implanted in an intervertebral space 16 between
adjacent lumbar vertebrae 12, 14. It can be appreciated
that the spacer 512 of prosthesis 510 may be sized and
shaped to at least partially fill an intervertebral disc space
between adjacent vertebrae at any level of the spine after
removal of at least a portion of an intervertebral disc.
[0067] The method of implanting prosthesis 510 from
an anterior approach is similar to that described previ-
ously for prosthesis 110. However, two anchors 516 are
inserted into each adjacent vertebral body of vertebrae
12, 14, so that prosthesis 510 comprises a total of four
anchors 516 when fully implanted. Because the anchors
516 are inserted in line with the dovetail slots 562, 546,
the anchors 516 may be inserted at an angle to the ap-
proach used to insert the spacer assembly 544.
[0068] Referring to FIGS. 19-20, an alternate embod-
iment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 610 is illus-
trated. The prosthesis 610 comprises a spacer 612, a
jacket 614, and four anchors 616.
[0069] Referring to FIG. 20B-20C, the spacer 612 and
jacket 614 are illustrated.
[0070] Referring to FIG. 20D-20E, the anchor 616 is
illustrated. The anchor 616 is distinguished from the pre-
viously disclosed anchor 116 in the configuration of the
stop feature and locking feature. The anchor 616 also
comprises a channel 673 and a hook 675 not previously
disclosed for anchor 116.
[0071] The anchor 616 is generally elongate with a
leading end 668 and a trailing end 670 opposite the lead-
ing end 668. The stop feature comprises a flange 674
integral to a dovetail beam 672 at the trailing end 670,
similar to the description of anchor 116. The flange 674
is notched by a channel 673 extending along the dovetail
beam 672. The flange 674 is also enlarged into a hook
675 disposed opposite the channel 673 on the dovetail
beam 672 and opening toward the leading end 668. The
locking feature comprises a flexible tab 678 integrated
on the dovetail beam 672 proximate the trailing end 670
and disposed on the same side of the dovetail beam as
the channel 673. This embodiment provides the same
stop and lock functions described previously for the an-
chor 116, and provides for unlocking and removing the
anchor 616 by inserting an object into the channel 673
to depress the tab 678 against the dovetail beam 672
and grasping the hook 675 to remove the anchor 616.
[0072] Referring to FIG. 21, an alternate embodiment
of an anchor 716 is shown. Anchor 716 comprises a
flange 774 similar to flange 174 of anchor 116, a tab 778
similar to tab 678 of anchor 616, and a channel 773 similar
to channel 673 of anchor 616.
[0073] Referring to FIG. 22A-22M, various alternative
embodiments are shown of an intervertebral fusion pros-
thesis with four anchors.
[0074] Referring to FIG. 22A, an alternative embodi-
ment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 810 is illus-
trated. Prosthesis 810 comprises a spacer 812 and four
anchors 816. Prosthesis 810 comprises a T-shaped in-
terconnection between spacer 812 and anchor 816. The

anchors 816 are at an acute relative angle in only one
plane.
[0075] Referring to FIG. 22B, another alternative em-
bodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 910 is il-
lustrated. Prosthesis 910 comprises spacer 912 and four
anchors 916. Prosthesis 910 comprises a dovetail inter-
connection between spacer 912 and anchor 916. The
anchors 916 are at an acute relative angle in only one
plane.
[0076] Referring to FIG. 22C, yet another alternative
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 1010
is illustrated.
[0077] Referring to FIG. 22D, yet another alternative
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 1110
is illustrated.
[0078] Referring to FIG. 22E, yet another alternative
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 1210
is illustrated.
[0079] Referring to FIG. 22F, yet another alternative
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 1310
is illustrated.
[0080] Referring to FIG. 22G, yet another alternative
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 1410
is illustrated.
[0081] Referring to FIG. 22H, yet another alternative
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 1510
is illustrated.
[0082] Referring to FIG. 22I, yet another alternative
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 1610
is illustrated.
[0083] Referring to FIG. 22J, yet another alternative
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 1710
is illustrated.
[0084] Referring to FIG. 22K, yet another alternative
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 1810
is illustrated.
[0085] Referring to FIG. 22L, yet another alternative
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 1910
is illustrated.
[0086] Referring to FIG. 22M, yet another alternative
embodiment of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 2010
is illustrated.
[0087] Referring to FIG. 23A, an alternate embodiment
of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 2110 is illustrated.
Prosthesis 2110 resembles an elongated version of pros-
thesis 110. Prosthesis 2110 may be configured to fit in
one of a right or left lateral side of an intervertebral disc
space. Alternatively, prosthesis 2110 may be configured
to extend laterally across an intervertebral disc space.
[0088] Referring to FIG. 23B, an alternate embodiment
of an intervertebral fusion prosthesis 2210 is shown.
Prosthesis 2210 comprises a spacer 2212 and two an-
chors 2216. Prosthesis 2210 comprises a keyhole-
shaped interconnection between spacer 912 and anchor
916. The anchors 2216 slidingly engage the spacer 2212
and thread into adjacent bone.
[0089] One way to view the teachings set forth above
is to characterize certain structures as an intervertebral
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spacer means for at least partially filling an intervertebral
disc space between adjacent vertebrae after removal of
at least a portion of an intervertebral disc. In the various
embodiments set forth above, the spacers 112, 212, 512,
612, 812, 912, and 2212 as shown in FIGS. 1-3, 5, 7-8,
11-15, 18-20, and 22-23 can be characterized as in-
tervertebral spacer means.
[0090] Certain aspects of the teachings set forth above
can be characterized as jacket means for sustaining spi-
nal loads across opposite sides of the spacer means. In
the various embodiments set forth above, the jackets
114, 214, 514, and 614, as shown in FIGS. 1-2, 4-5, 7-8,
11-13, and 16-20 can be characterized as jacket means.
[0091] Certain aspects of the teachings set forth above
can be characterized as anchor means for securing the
spacer means to adjacent vertebrae so that the vertebrae
are substantially relatively immobilized against opposite
spinal motions. In the various embodiments set forth
above, the anchors 116, 216, 316, 416, 516, 616, 716,
816, 916, and 2216, as shown in FIGS. 1-2, 6-13, and
18-23 can be characterized as anchor means.
[0092] The present invention may be embodied in oth-
er specific forms without departing from its essential char-
acteristics. It is appreciated that various features of the
above-described examples can be mixed and matched
to form a variety of other alternatives. As such, the de-
scribed embodiments are to be considered in all respects
only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope of the
invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims
rather than by the foregoing description. All changes
which come within the meaning and range of equivalency
of the claims are to be embraced within their scope.

Claims

1. A bone anchor (116), comprising:

an interconnection portion (172) to slidingly en-
gage a spacer (112);
a fixation portion (184) spaced apart from the
interconnection portion (172) to fix the anchor
(116) to a bone; and
a leg (196, 198) connecting the fixation portion
(184) to the interconnection portion (172),

the bone anchor (116) being characterized in that
the leg (196) includes a cutting edge (197) on the
leading end (168) capable of cutting through bone.

2. A system for spinal fusion, comprising:

an intervertebral spacer (112) sized and shaped
to at least partially fill an intervertebral disc
space (6) between first and second adjacent ver-
tebrae; and

the bone anchor (116) of claim 1,

wherein the anchor (116) is sized and shaped to se-
cure the spacer (112) to the first vertebra so that the
spacer (112) and the first vertebra are substantially
relatively immobilized against antagonistic spinal
motions.

3. The bone anchor (116) of claim 1, wherein the inter-
connection portion (172) includes a locking feature
(178) proximate a trailing end (170) thereof, the lock-
ing feature including a flexible tab projecting from
the interconnection portion (172) toward the trailing
end (170) of the interconnection portion (172).

4. The bone anchor (116) of claim 1, wherein the fixa-
tion portion (184) tapers to a point at the leading end
(168).

5. The bone anchor of claim 1, wherein the intercon-
nection portion (172) comprises a dovetail beam.

6. The bone anchor (116) of claim 1, wherein the fixa-
tion portion (184) is biased to diverge from the inter-
connection portion (172) as the anchor (116) is urged
against the bone.

7. The bone anchor (116) of claim 1, wherein the fixa-
tion portion (184) resists penetrating the bone when
the anchor (116) is urged out of the bone.

8. The system of claim 2, wherein the first anchor (116)
is releasably secured to the spacer (112).

9. The bone anchor (116) of claim 1, wherein the anchor
(116) is metal.

10. The system of claim 2, wherein the spacer (112)
comprises a top side (118) and a bottom side (120)
opposite the top side (118), wherein the first anchor
(116) extends from the top side (118) of the spacer
(112), wherein the system comprises a second an-
chor (116) extending from the bottom side (120) of
the spacer (112).

11. The system of claim 10, wherein a patent opening
extends through the spacer (112) from the top side
(118) to the bottom side (120).

12. The system of claim 2, further comprising a first in-
terconnection feature (146) extending across the
spacer (112),
wherein the first anchor (116) comprises a rigid ma-
terial,
wherein the interconnection portion (172) of the an-
chor (116) is slidably engageable with the intercon-
nection feature (146) extending across the spacer
(112), and the fixation portion (184) and at least a
portion of the leg (196) extend away from the spacer
(112).
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13. The system of claim 2, wherein the fixation portion
(184) is biased to lift away from the interconnection
portion (172) as the interconnection portion (172) sl-
idably engages the spacer (112) and the fixation por-
tion (184) penetrates the first vertebra.

14. The bone anchor (116) of claim 1, further including
a stop portion (174) to limit engagement of the anchor
(116) to the spacer (112) to a predetermined maxi-
mum engagement.

15. The bone anchor (116) of claim 1, wherein the fixa-
tion portion (184) comprises an aperture (191).

Patentansprüche

1. Knochenanker (116), umfassend:

einen Verbindungsabschnitt (172), um ein Dis-
tanzstück (112) in Schiebeeingriff zu bringen;
einen Fixierungsabschnitt (184), der von dem
Verbindungsabschnitt (172) zum Fixieren des
Ankers (116) an einem Knochen beabstandet
ist; und
einen Schenkel (196, 198), der den Fixierungs-
abschnitt (184) mit dem Verbindungsabschnitt
(172) verbindet,

wobei der Knochenanker (116) dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet ist, dass der Schenkel (196) eine Schneid-
kante (197) am vorderen Ende (168) aufweist, der
den Knochen durchschneiden kann.

2. System zur Spinalfusion, umfassend:

ein Zwischenwirbel-Distanzstück (112), das
zum mindestens teilweise Füllen eines Band-
scheibenraums (6) zwischen ersten und zweiten
benachbarten Wirbeln bemessen und ausgebil-
det ist; und

den Knochenanker (116) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei der Anker (116) zum Sichern des Distanz-
stücks (112) an dem ersten Wirbel bemessen und
ausgebildet ist, sodass das Distanzstück (112) und
der erste Wirbel im Wesentlichen relativ starr gegen
antagonistische Wirbelsäulenbewegungen sind.

3. Knochenanker (116) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
Verbindungsabschnitt (172) ein Verriegelungsmerk-
mal (178) proximal eines hinteren Endes (170) da-
von aufweist, wobei das Verriegelungsmerkmal eine
flexible Lasche aufweist, die aus dem Verbindungs-
abschnitt (172) zum hinteren Ende (170) des Ver-
bindungsabschnitts (172) vorsteht.

4. Knochenanker (116) nach Anspruch 1, wobei sich

der Fixierungsabschnitt (184) zu einem Punkt am
vorderen Ende (168) neigt.

5. Knochenanker nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Verbin-
dungsabschnitt (172) einen Schwalbenschwanzträ-
ger umfasst.

6. Knochenanker (116) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
Fixierungsabschnitt (184) vorgespannt ist, um von
dem Verbindungsabschnitt (172) abgelenkt zu wer-
den, wenn der Anker (116) gegen den Knochen ge-
drückt wird.

7. Knochenanker (116) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
Fixierungsabschnitt (184) dem Eindringen des Kno-
chens widersteht, wenn der Anker (116) aus dem
Knochen gedrückt wird.

8. System nach Anspruch 2, wobei der erste Anker
(116) lösbar an dem Distanzstück (112) gesichert ist.

9. Knochenanker (116) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
Anker (116) aus Metall ist.

10. System nach Anspruch 2, wobei das Distanzstück
(112) eine obere Seite (118) und eine untere Seite
(120) gegenüber der oberen Seite (118) umfasst,
wobei sich der erste Anker (116) von der oberen Sei-
te (118) des Distanzstücks (112) erstreckt, wobei
das System einen zweiten Anker (116) umfasst, der
sich von der unteren Seite (120) des Distanzstücks
(112) erstreckt.

11. System nach Anspruch 10, wobei sich eine paten-
tierte Öffnung von der oberen Seite (118) zur unteren
Seite (120) durch das Distanzstück (112) erstreckt.

12. System nach Anspruch 2, ferner umfassend ein ers-
tes Verbindungsmerkmal (146), das sich über das
Distanzstück (112) erstreckt,
wobei der erste Anker (116) ein starres Material um-
fasst,
wobei der Verbindungsabschnitt (172) des Ankers
(116) verschiebbar mit dem Verbindungsmerkmal
(146) in Eingriff gebracht werden kann, das sich über
das Distanzstück (112) erstreckt, und wobei sich der
Fixierungsabschnitt (184) und mindestens ein Ab-
schnitt des Schenkels (196) weg von dem Distanz-
stück (112) erstrecken.

13. System nach Anspruch 2, wobei der Fixierungsab-
schnitt (184) vorgespannt ist, um sich von dem Ver-
bindungsabschnitt (172) abzuheben, während der
Verbindungsabschnitt (172) in Schiebeeingriff mit
dem Distanzstück (112) tritt und der Fixierungsab-
schnitt (184) in den ersten Wirbel eindringt.

14. Knochenanker (116) nach Anspruch 1, ferner um-
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fassend einen Anschlagsabschnitt (174) zum Ein-
grenzen des Eingriffs des Ankers (116) mit dem Dis-
tanzstück (112) bis zu einem vorbestimmten maxi-
malen Eingriff.

15. Knochenanker (116) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
Fixierungsabschnitt (184) einen Durchlass (191)
umfasst.

Revendications

1. Ancrage (116) osseux, comprenant :

une portion d’interconnexion (172) pour mettre
en prise de façon à coulisser un segment d’es-
pacement (112) ;
une portion de fixation (184) espacée de la por-
tion d’interconnexion (172) pour fixer l’ancrage
(116) à un os ; et
une jambe (196, 198) raccordant la portion de
fixation (184) à la portion d’interconnexion (172),

l’ancrage (116) osseux étant caractérisé en ce que
la jambe (196) comprend un bord tranchant (197)
sur l’extrémité avant (168) capable d’effectuer une
section dans l’os.

2. Système de fusion spinale, comprenant :

un segment d’espacement (112) intervertébral
dimensionné et formé pour remplir au moins par-
tiellement un espace de disque intervertébral (6)
entre des première et deuxième vertèbres
adjacentes ; et

l’ancrage (116) osseux selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel l’ancrage (116) est dimensionné et for-
mé de façon à fixer le segment d’espacement (112)
à la première vertèbre de sorte que le segment d’es-
pacement (112) et la première vertèbre soient sen-
siblement immobilisés de façon relative contre des
mouvements spinaux antagonistes.

3. Ancrage (116) osseux selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la portion d’interconnexion (172) comprend
un élément de verrouillage (178) à proximité d’une
extrémité arrière (170) de celle-ci, l’élément de ver-
rouillage comprenant une languette flexible se pro-
jetant depuis la portion d’interconnexion (172) vers
l’extrémité arrière (170) de la portion d’intercon-
nexion (172).

4. Ancrage (116) osseux selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la portion de fixation (184) s’affine en une poin-
te au niveau de l’extrémité avant (168).

5. Ancrage osseux selon la revendication 1, dans le-

quel la portion d’interconnexion (172) comprend un
assemblage à queue d’aronde.

6. Ancrage (116) osseux selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la portion de fixation (184) est biaisée pour
s’écarter de la portion d’interconnexion (172) lorsque
l’ancrage (116) est poussé contre l’os.

7. Ancrage (116) osseux selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la partie de fixation (184) résiste à une péné-
tration dans l’os lorsque l’ancrage (116) est poussé
hors de l’os.

8. Système selon la revendication 2, dans lequel le pre-
mier ancrage (116) est fixé de façon amovible au
segment d’espacement (112).

9. Ancrage (116) osseux selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel l’ancrage (116) est en métal.

10. Système selon la revendication 2, dans lequel le seg-
ment d’espacement (112) comprend une face supé-
rieure (118) et une face inférieure (120) opposée à
la face supérieure (118), dans lequel le premier an-
crage (116) s’étend depuis la face supérieure (118)
du segment d’espacement (112), dans lequel le sys-
tème comprend un deuxième ancrage (116) s’éten-
dant depuis la face inférieure (120) du segment d’es-
pacement (112).

11. Système selon la revendication 10, dans lequel une
ouverture persistante s’étend à travers le segment
d’espacement (112) de la face supérieure (118) à la
face inférieure (120).

12. Système selon la revendication 2, comprenant en
outre un premier élément d’interconnexion (146)
s’étendant sur le segment d’espacement (112),
dans lequel le premier ancrage (116) comprend un
matériau rigide,
dans lequel la portion d’interconnexion (172) de l’an-
crage (116) peut être mise en prise de façon à cou-
lisser avec l’élément d’interconnexion (146) s’éten-
dant sur le segment d’espacement (112), et la por-
tion de fixation (184) et au moins une portion de la
jambe (196) s’écartent du segment d’espacement
(112).

13. Système selon la revendication 2, dans lequel la por-
tion de fixation (184) est biaisée de façon à se dé-
coller de la portion d’interconnexion (172) lorsque la
portion d’interconnexion (172) est en prise de façon
à coulisser avec le segment d’espacement (112) et
la portion de fixation (184) pénètre dans la première
vertèbre.

14. Ancrage (116) osseux selon la revendication 1, com-
prenant en outre une portion d’arrêt (174) pour limiter
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la mise en prise de l’ancrage (116) avec le segment
d’espacement (112) à une mise en prise maximale
prédéterminée.

15. Ancrage (116) osseux selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la portion de fixation (184) comprend une
ouverture (191).
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