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COLLAPSIBLE TUBE HOLDER AND FLATTENING DEVICE 
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The present invention comprehends the 
provision of a device to facilitate use of a 
collapsible paste receiving tube, such as is 
commonly employed to dispense tooth paste 

s and the like. 
The chief characteristic of the present in 

vention resides in the provision of a de 
vice with which a tube of the character 
above mentioned can be quickly and easily 

10-associated, and the contents of the tube eas 
ily forced therefrom in any desired quantity 
for use, in a manner whereby all of the paste 
can be removed from the tube. 
Another object of the invention resides in 

ls the provision of a device for the purpose 
above mentioned, which supports the tube in 
a novel and unique manner so that it is al 
ways in a convenient position for use, and 
one with which the tube can be very quickly 

20 associated with or removed therefrom as the 
occasion may require. 
A further object of the invention resides 

in the provision of a novel construction of 
means for attaching the device to a suitable 

25 support. 
The nature and advantages of the inven 

tion will be better understood when the fol 
lowing detail description is read in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings, the 

30 invention residing in the construction, com 
bination and arrangement of parts as 
claimed. 
In the drawings forming part of this ap 

plication like numerals of reference indicate 
similar parts in the several views and where 

Figure is a side elevation of the device showing the manner of using the same, with 
the support for the device being illustrated 
in section. 

Figure 2 is a bottom plan view. 
Figure 3 is a front elevation. 
Figure 4 is a detail view of one end of the spring. 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary side elevation 

showing a modified construction of means 
for supporting the device. 
The device embodies a substantially annu 

lar-shaped holder indicated at 10, and which 
50 in accordance with one embodiment of the 

85 

40 

45 

Serial No. 530,324. 

invention is characterized by spaced parallel 
lugs 11 and 12 respectively, between which 
a shelf or other suitable support 13 is adapt 
ed to be received. Associated with the lug 
12 is an adjusting screw 14 utilized to coop. ss 
erate with the support 13 to hold the device 
attached thereto. The support 10 is open 
adjacent its bottom to receive a collapsible 
tube 15, the adjacent ends of the holder bein 
bifurcated to accommodate rollers 16 and 17 60 
respectively. The rollers 16 is carried by a 
shaft 18 slidably mounted in slots 19 to per 
mit the roller 16 to be adjusted toward and 
away from the roller 17 as the occasion ma 
require. The shaft 18 is also connected with 5 
the extremities of a substantially U-shaped 
spring 20, the tension of which is regulated 
by an adjusting screw 21. Consequently the 
roller 16 is yieldably supported with rela 
tion to the roller 17, and slightly spaced 70 
therefrom to accommodate the collapsible 
tube 15. The roller 17 is carried by a shaft 
22 having a crank handle 23, through the in 
strumentality of which the roller 17 is ro 
tated, and as illustrated this roller is corru- 5 
gated to obtain a proper purchase upon the 
collapsible tube, and thereby move the same 
upwardly within the holder 10, as it is flat 
tened incident to the use of the tube. The 
holder 10 may if desired be provided with so 
E. penings 24 which also lighten the holder itself. 
In Figure 5 I have illustrated a modified 

construction of means for attaching the hold 
er to a vertical support, such as a wall or the 85 
like indicated at 25. In this embodiment of 
the invention I employ a substantially U 
shaped bracket 26, the extremities 27 of which 
are offset to lie flat against the support 25 and 
secured thereto by suitable fastening ele- 90 
ments 28. The limbs of the bracket are 
formed with ribs 29 which are received by 
grooves 30 formed on the confronting faces 
of the lugs 11 and 12 respectively. The 
grooves are arranged to align with the ribs 95 
29, whereupon the holder can be slid laterally 
over the bracket and supported in the manner 
clearly illustrated in Figure 5. 
In practice one end of the collapsible tube 

15 is clamped between the rollers 16 and 17 300 
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respectively, with the tube in an inverted po 
sition as clearly illustrated in Figure 1. The 
tube is thus supported in this manner for con: 
venient use when desired, and by slightlyro 

stating the roller 17, the tube is flattened or collapsed, forcing the desired quantity of 
paste from the open end of the tube for use. 
As the tube is flattened, it is moved upwardly 
within the holder 10 conforming to the shape 
of the latter, and when the contents have been completely used, it is only necessary to op 
erate the screw 21, thereby relieving the roll 
er 16 of a certain amount of tension, so that 
the entire tube can be moved sidewise from 
the holder 10. If desired, the holder may be 
rovided with hooks 31 from which tooth 
rushes or the like, not shown, may be sup 

ported. 
While it is believed that from the foregoing 

20 description, the nature and advantages of the 
invention will be readily apparent, I desire 
to have it understood, that I do not limit my 
self to what is herein shown and described 
and that such changes may be resorted to 

5 when desired as fall within the scope of what 
is claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
A collapsible tube holder and flattening 

device comprising a split annular tube re 
so ceiving member, spaced parallel attaching 

lugs projecting from one side of the member, 
a pair of spaced rollers journaled in the ad 
jacent ends of said member and adapted to 
support a tube suspended therefrom, means 

as for rotating one of said rollers whereby the 
tube is moved within the member in a flat 
tened condition, one end of said member hav 
ing slots in which the adjacent roller is slid 
ably adjustable with relation to the other 
roller, a substantially U-shaped spring sup 
porting the adjustable roller and an adjust 
ing screw supported by the member and en 
aging said spring to tension the latter where 
y its roller is mounted to yield with rela 

5 tion to the other roller. . In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
PASQUALE J. SASSANO. 
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