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[57] ABSTRACT

A dog bath apparatus comprisig an adjustable frame
structure adapted to support a housing cover which
forms a somewhat sealed compartment in which vari-
ous animals, particularly dogs, are positioned to be
washed therein, having the head of the animal protrud-
ing through an aperture of the forward wall thereof.
The frame structure includes a water-spray discharge
pipe wherein the frame and the housing cover are re-
ceived in a bottom drain pan having a discharge port to
allow the water therein to be drained while the animal
is being washed. Additional access slots are provided
through which one can readily reach the animal during
the washing operation.

8 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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1
ANIMAL BATHING APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to an enclosed wash-
ing device, and more particularly to an apparatus for
washing animals of various sizes, such as dogs.

2. Description of the Prior Art

As is well known in the art, various problems and

difficulties are encountered in providing suitable means
for washing animals, particularly dogs. That is animals
are generally washed in open tubs which allows for
water and soap to be inadvertently sprayed over a large
area, as well as wetting the individual performing the
washing operation. The animal has a tendency to.try to
run or jump from the area in which he is being held or
positioned. Because of this, very often one must restrain
the animal in some haphazard manner which, on occa-
sions, will cause injury to the animal. Also, quite often
the animal is frightened by the entire procedure.

In addition, due to these problems a further problem
exists in keeping water and soap from getting into the
eyes and ears of the animal, and this is particularly diffi-
cult when bathing a dog.

Thus, to the applicant’s knowledge an apparatus as
hereinafter described will solve the above problems and
difficulties in bathing most animals.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is a bathing apparatus wherein
animals of various sizes can be safely bathed or washed
without harm to the animal and without messing the
surrounding bath area. Accordingly, the bathing appa-
ratus comprises a frame structure having forward and
rear adjustable support members which are held in
spaced relation to each other by a central, horizontal,
discharge spray pipe or conduit. The pipe extends rear-
wardly and has a threaded end to receive an inlet hose
or additional piping as well as the necessary valves. The
support members are adjustable in height and are
adapted to be received in respective leg members which
are positioned within a drain pan.

A housing enclosure is provided and supported by the
frame structure wherein the housing includes a rear
wall or panel having a zippered opening to allow entry
of the animal, a forward wall or panel also having a
zippered opening to allow exit from the bathing com-
partment defined by the housing cover. In addition, an
aperture is formed to provide an opening for the ani-
mal’s head to extend therethrough during bathing
thereof. The side walls or panels include horizontal slots
for access to the animal during washing and soaping,
each slot being covered by a flap so as to prevent leak-
age of water when not in use. The upper area of the
cover has a flap-covered hole whereby a hair dryer or
the like can be used while the animal is still confined
within the bathing compartment of the housing.

An outlet drain is located within the. drain pan
wherein the pan also includes a mat or pad to prevent
slipping of the animal as it is being bathed.

OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention has for an important object a
provision for an apparatus for bathing animals, particu-
larly dogs, so as to protect the animals from harm dur-
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ing the washing thereof and to confine the water and
soap within a given area.

It is another object of the invention to provide an
animal-bathing apparatus that will accommodate vari-
ous sizes of animals, wherein the apparatus includes an
adjustable frame structure.

It is still another object of the invention to provide an
animal bathing apparatus that includes a bathing com-
partment having easy access openings to reach the ani-
mal from all positions when required, and wherein rear
and forward panels of the housmg have sealable access
opemngs as well.

It is a further object of the invention to provide an
apparatus of this character wherein the animal can be
bathed, cleaned and dried within the housing so as to
restrain the animal in a simple and safe manner during
these steps.

It is still a further object of the invention to prov1de
an apparatus of this character that is easy to service and
maintain.

Still another object of the invention is to provide an
animal-bathing apparatus of this character that is rela-
tively inexpensive to manufacture.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
an apparatus of this character that is simple and rugged
in construction.

The characteristics and advantages of the invention
are further sufficiently referred to in connection with
the accompanying drawings, which represent one em-
bodiment. After considering this example, skilled per-
sons will understand that variations may be made with-
out departing from the principles disclosed and I con-
template the employment of any structures, arrange-
ments or modes of operation that are properly within
the scope of the appended claims.

-BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring more particularly to the accompanying
drawing, which are for illustrative purposes only;

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the present invention
showing the overall construction thereof;

FIG. 2 is a side-elevational view thereof illustrating
an animal disposed within the bathing compartment of
the structure;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken sub-
stantially along line 3—3 of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken along
line 4—4 of FIG. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
‘ EMBODIMENT

Referring more particularly to FIG. 1, there is shown
an animal-bathing apparatus, generally indicated at 10,
This apparatus can be used for several types of animals;
however, it is specifically designed for small to large
dogs. The following description will, therefore, relate
to dogs to simplify the presentation and understanding
of the invention.

Said animal-bathing apparatus 10 comprises a tubular
frame structure designated generally at 12, The frame
structure includes- a front support strut 14 having a
somewhat inverted U-shaped configuration wherein the
upper half 16 thereof is bent rearwardly, leaving the
lower-extending oppositely dlsposed arms 18 arranged
to be telescopically received in the upwardly extended
matching legs members 20. Arms 18 include a reduced
diameter portion 22 that is slidably adjustable in said
legs, wherein locking means such as thumb screws 24
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are mounted to engage said arm portions 22, whereby
said front-support strut 12 can be adjusted in height to
accommodate various sized dogs. A rear support strut
25'is also included and arranged to be vertically ad-
justed for height, said rear strut being formed with a
substantially inverted U-shaped configuration, except
the depending legs 26 are not bent as the front strut;
thereby, the rear end of the structure is posmoned per-
pendicularly to the floor.

Connected to and interdisposed between the front
and rear struts 14 and 25, respectively, is a conduit or
pipe 28, which acts as a water spray means, said pipe
being provided with a plurality of small holes 30
through which water is sprayed over the dog to be
washed. ‘

It is contemplated that holes similar to holes 30 can
also be provided in the strut members which are con-
structed of elongated tubular members. Thus, the spray
of water would cover most of the dog’s body.

The rear strut 25 is slidably mounted to oppositely
positioned vertical legs 32, which include thumb screws
3. ’ ‘

When the struts are arranged in their proper position,
they are placed within a drain pan, indicated generally
at 35, and seen in FIG. 3. Once, the frame structure 12
is in place, a housing cover designated at 36 is super-
posed over said frame structure; whereby forward, rear,
side and top walls or panels are represented, defining a
bathing 'compartment 38 therein in which a dog is posi-
tioned where he is to be bathed.

To allow the dog to enter compartment 38, the rear
panel 40 is provided with a closure means 42, which is
illustrated in FIG. 1 as a zipper extending from the top
to bottom of said rear panel. Thus, it can be seen that,
when zipper 42 is lowered, an access entrance is pro-
vided; and, once the dog is positioned therein, the en-
trance is again closed by zipper 42.

When the dog or other animal is positioned in com-
partment 38, the animal’s head is arranged to extend
through the forward panel 44; that is, there is a slotted
opening 46 cut in the upper area of panel 44 which is
also formed to fit the bent support strut 14. Said opening
46 is generally covered when not in use by flap 48
which comprises the same clear plastic material from
which the housing cover is made, the flap being secured
to panel 44 along one edge thereof in any suitable well-
known manner. A front panel 44 also includes a zipper
sealing means 45. Thus, when the dog is ready to be
taken from the compartment 38, zipper 45 is opened,
thereby providing an enlarged exit opening through
which the dog can freely pass.

The side panels or walls 50 are integrally formed and
connected by top panel 52. Each side panel includes at
least two horizontal slots 54 and 56, wherein each slot is
provided with respective flap covers 58 and 59, These
slots allow access into bathing compartment 38 during
bathing for soaping and rinsing the animal. See FIG. 2
for illustration of the dog 60 as it is located within the
apparatus.

Hence, when the dog is so positioned water is allowed
to flow into pipe 28 by means of the threaded pipe
coupling extension 62,

Various methods of connecting the water supply can
be used, such as a water hose or additional pipes and
control valves, which are not show,n as they are not part
of the invention.

It should be noted that a forward outlet means de-
fined by nipple 64 and cap 65 can be provided to allow
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external spray devices to be attached, if necessary. Vari-
ous attachments are contemplated whereby the dog’s
face and head can:be bathed as well. Thus, a drain
means is included comprising drain pan 35 having a
drain outlet 66 through which water is discharged from
the collecting drain pan 35. Said outlet 66 can also be
connected to various well known drain elements.

To provide sure footing for the animal, a non-slip mat
68 is arranged to cover the bottom of the drain 35.

After the dog is bathed and rinsed, it must be dried.
Thus, a means to allow a well known hair dryer is
formed in the top of the housing. This means comprises
an annular aperture 70 of sufficient size to allow access
for the general hair dryer. A support band 72 is secured
around aperture 70 wherein both are: covered by a flap
74, as seen in FIGS. 1 and 4.

-The invention and its attendant advantages will be
understood from the foregoing description and it will be
apparent that various changes may be made in the form,
construction and arrangement of the parts of the inven-
tion without departing from the spirit and scope thereof
or.sacrificing its material advantages, the arrangement
hereinbefore ‘described being merely by way of exam-
ple, and I do not wish to be restricted to the specific
form shown or uses mentioned, except as deﬁned in the
accompanying claims.

. I claim:

1. An arumal-bathmg apparatus comprising:

an adjustable, tubular, frame structure having front
and rear support strut members;

a liquid-impervious housing cover of a flexible mate-

,rial defining a bathing compartment having access

. openings therein, and a rear entrance and a forward
exit opening; .

means for sealmg said opemngs, said entrance, and
said exit openings when not in use, said means being
affixed to said housing cover;

water spray means disposed within said compartment

~ and located between said strut members therein;
and

drainage means formed to receive said frame struc-
ture and said housing therein, whereby said water is
drained from said compartment of said housing
cover; and

wherein said front-support strut comprises:

an upper tubular portion having a substantially in-
verted U-shaped configuration with depending arm
members, said upper portion being bent rearwardly
therefrom, ,

a pair of forward leg members arranged to slidably
receive said arm members of the front support strut;
and

locking means mounted to said leg member, whereby
said upper portion is locked in a predetermined’
helght and wherein said rear-support strut com-
prises:
an upper tubular portlon having a substantially

inverted U-shaped conﬁguratlon with depending
arm members;
a pair of rearward leg members arranged to slidably
receive said depending arm members; and
locking means mounted to said lég members,
whereby said upper portion thereof is locked in a
predetermined height.

2. An animal-bathing apparatus as recited i in claim 1,
wherein said housing cover compnses,

a front wall wherein said exit openmg is dlsposed

a rear wall wherein said entrance opening is disposed;
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side walls having said access openings formed therein,

said access opening defined by elongated horizontal
slots.

3. An animal bathing apparatus as recited in claim 2,
wherein said front wall includes an aperture to receive
the head of an animal therethrough while said animal is
being washed in said compartment.

4. An animal-bathing apparatus as recited in claim
having wherein said means for sealing said entrance and
said exit openings comprises a vertically disposed zip-
per, and wherein said sealing means for said slotted
openings comprises an overlapping flap member se-
cured to said housing cover.

5. An animal-bathing apparatus as recited in claim 4,
wherein said water spray means comprises a horizontal
conduit positioned between said support struts along
the upper portion of the structure, said conduit having
a plurality of discharge holes disposed therein, thereby
allowing water to spray over the animal’s body when
restrained in said compartment, said spray means in-
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cluding coupling means extending outwardly from said
conduit whereby a water supply is operably intercon-
nected thereto. ‘

6. An animal-bathing apparatus as recited in claim §,
wherein said ‘housing cover includes an aperture dis-
posed adjacent the top wall thereof having a flap clo-
sure secured to said wall, said aperture being arranged
to receive a hair dryer therethrough.

7. An animal-bathing apparatus as recited in claim 5,
wherein said drainage means comprises a pan wherein
said frame structure and said housing cover are posi-
tioned therein to allow water therefrom to be caught
within said pan, and a discharge drain outlet secured to
said pan.

8. An animal-bathing apparatus as recited in claim 7,
wherein said spray means includes an outlet means ar-
ranged to be externally exposed and secured to said
conduit, whereby various spray elements can be at-

tached thereto.
* * % * *




