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2 Claims. (Cl. 312-62) 
My invention is concerned with the Carrying 

and distributing of postal matter and the like, 
Such as letters, Cards and similar articles, and 
more particularly aims to provide a readily trans 
portable carrier, rack or magazine adapted for 
detachable mounting in convenient location, and 
eSpecially adapted for use by nail carriers on 
rural free delivery routes, ini making deliveries 
from an automobile. i 
In the drawing ilustrating by way of example 

one embodiment of my invention, 
Fig. 1 is a plan of the receptacle, carrier or 

magazine, as in use; 
Fig. 2 is a front elewation of the saine; 
Fig. 3 is a right end elewation with a portion 

broken away to ilustrate an adjustable sup 
. porting means; and 
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Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 1. 
The dewice as shown for the purposes of illus. 

tration, and hereinafter referred to as a rack, 
carrier or magazine, comprises a main frame, 
housing or receptacle indicated as a whole by 
the numeral 5. It is of open-front and open 
top construction, herein ineluding a rear Wall G. 
and end Walls 7 and 8, these Walls enclosing and 
supporting a floor or base 9. Sheet metal or 
other suitable constructions.may beemployed in 
forming the rack. The Open compartment de 
fined by the vertical Walls and the floor 9 is of 
a, height and length to accommodate pieces of 
first class mail mater of ordinary sizes, up to 
ten or tWelve inches in length, for example, and 
hasa depth adequate to receive a batch or group 
of Such articles. i 
The general practice With rural postal carriers 

is to sort and bundle the mail mater into bun 
dles.or packages averaging some 40 to. 50-pieees 
depending on their thickness, making up-a bundle 
Some two to three inches thick or thereabouts, 
the pieces being held together by a surrounding 
leather or other strap. The individual pieces are 
arranged in order for delivery along the par 
ticular route. These bundles are generally placed 
on the seat of the automobile beside the carrier, 
who usually must also act as the driver of the 
car. In making a delivery stop it is thus neces 
sary for the carrier to take both hands from 
the steering wheel, and to grasp the strapped 
bundle of letters Or mail pieces With One hand 
while withdrawing with the other hand the par 
ticular piece or pieces of mail for deposit in the 
rural delivery box at the given address. The 
strap enclosing the bundle when tight enough 
to hold the letters, interferes With their quick 
withdrawal. It also requires frequent time-con 

Suming adjustment, as the bundle becomes de 
pleted, to prevent the remaining letters from be 
Coming so loose as to slip from the strap. 
My invention contemplates a dewice or means 

Whereby the batch of sorted mail matter may be 
held and carried in visible position conveniently 
accessible to the carrier and in such fashion that 
a. Selected piece may readily be withdrawn and 
delivered, by the use of but one hand by the 
carrier. Accordingly the described receptacle, 
rack or magazine 5 is provided with means for 
detachably supporting it in fixed position con 
Veniently at hand to the carrier as he drives his 
automobile. In the form ilustrated I provide 
one or more supporting elements or hangers f-0, 
I0, two being here illustrated. These include 
hook portion II adapted to be engaged over the 
top edge of an automobile door ID, or upon the 
dash-board or other convenient support, and an 
adjustable attaching portion 12 having means 
Such as the slot I3 for receiving a bolt 4 on. 
the rear wall of the rack 5. The supports d0 
are thus vertically adjustable, to accommodate 
the rack to diferent door structures or other 
points of attachment. The hook portions of the 
supports or hangers 10 may be rubber covered 
for protective purposes asindicated at lia, Fig. 3. 
The rear wall of the raek may also have one or 
more-rubber or other buttonsor nubbins f5, Fig.3, 
for Contact With the face of the door or other 
Support, to assist in positioning the rack and 
preventing marring. 

It will be understood that the batch or collec 
tion of letters-under which term I intend to 
include any pieces of mail mater and the like 
Which are to be distributed-is-placed in upright 
position Within the-compartment of the rack or 
magazine, facing OutWardly toward the open 
front. Further in accordance with the inven 
tion, means, preferably automatic or self-adjust 
ing,is. provided for retaining the letters-in-carry 
ingi position, and in Such fashion that the face 
of the outerpiece.or letter is not-obscured to any 
objectionable extent but is left fully visible, With 
any legends Such as names and addresses in full 
view. At the same time the letters are so po 
sitioned and presented that the outer one or any 
selected letter or plurality of them may be quickly 
picked from the batch and withdrawn, by the 
use of but a single hand. 
Herein for the purpose I have ilustrated a hold 

ing or clamping dewice operatively located within 
the compartment. Referring to Figs. 1, 2, and 4, 
itis shown asincluding a swinging arm 16 of open 
Construction, having upper and lower horizontal 
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2 2,043,560 
parts IT andanupright connecting part f8, formed 
Of Wire or Other Suitable material. AS ShOWn, 
One of the horizontal parts, herein the lower One, 
is extended at right angles vertically to provide 
a piwot 9 for the arm, the upper end of the pivot 
being received in an eye or like formation 20 in 
the upper part IT. The pivot I9 extends through 
Suitable bearings or apertures in the spaced ears 
2l, 2f of a bracket 22 at the inner face of one of 
the Walls, herein the end Wall T. A coil spring 
23 surrounds the pivot I9, one end of the spring 
being held as at 24 and the other end being ex 
tended as at 25 across one of the horizontal parts 
t7 of the arm, urging the latter inwardly, toward 
the back of the compartment. 

This Swinging clamp arm appears in full lines 
in Fig. 1 in its rearmost position, as when the rack 
is empty, and in dotted lines in an intermediate 
position, as When holding a batch of letters, the 
latter being indicated in broken lines at L. 
AS deliveries are made from the batch of let 

ters the angular relation between the arm I6 and 
the face of the outer letter varies. In order that 
the letters may be securely held irrespective of 
their number, Within the total capacity of the 
rack, I preferably provide a self-adjusting engag 
ing element, foot or clamp proper indicated as a 
whole by the numeral 26. As shown, this element 
comprisesan open frame, affording the maximum 
of visibility to the face of the engaged letters. 
This frame or presser foot 26 may conveniently 
be fashioned of Wire bent to form a flat engaging 
element such as illustrated by way of example, 
and herein including top and bottom portions 26a, 
Side members 26b and upper and lower substan 
tially centrally disposed loops or eyes 2T piwotally 
received upon the upright or connecting part I8 
of the pivoted arm i 6. The horizontal parts iT 
of thelatter serveto position the foot 26 vertically. 
Thus the engaging foot is adapted to swivel or 

turn with respect to the spring-pressed arm I6, 
automatically, so that it may remain always in 
paralelism With itself and in complete flatWise 
engagement With the face of the then Outernost 
letter, whether the compartment or magazine of 
the rack be completely filed or in warious Stages 
Of its depletion, even down to a single remaining 
article. It Wil also be seen that in the ilustrated 
arrangement the holding means ataltimes leaves 
substantially the entire right half of the compart 
ment entirely free for access to the letters, so 
that the selected one or plurality may be readily 
engaged or Withdrawn through the open top and 
front of the rack, While due to the Open structure 
of the engaging element or foot 26 and of its sup 
porting arm 6 substantially the entire face of an 
Outer letter is freely wisible at all times. 
The main frame or housing of the carrier or 

rack may be integrally or OtherWise constructed 
Of sheet metal or other Suitable material. The 
device as a unitary whole desirably also presents 
means for conveniently storing and carrying 
stamps, cards, stamped envelopes, cash, or other 

articles likely to be required by a rural carrier in 
the course of his duties, or by any user of the de 
wice. To this end the vertical Walls of the letter 
Compartment are extended downwardly, as seen 
in Figs. 2 to 4 and are inturned as at 28, 28 to 5 
form supports and guides for a drawer 29, for 
which the floor 9 of the letter compartment pro 
Vides a cover. Suitable means desirably is pro 
vided for Operating the drawer and herein for 
holding it in closed position. As ilustrated, this 10 
means comprises a knob 30 On a studi 3 extend 
ing rotatably through the front wall of the drawer 
29, and through a spacing Washer 3i. An eccen 
tric Or finger 32 is fixed at the inner end of the 
studi 3i, in position to be engaged behind a stop 15 
33 depending from the floor 9. By turning the 
knob 30, to engage or disengage the eccentric 32 
With respect to the stop, the drawer may readily 
be locked or released. 
My invention is not limited to the particular 20 

illustrative embodiment herein shown and de 
scribed, its scope being set forth in the appended 
claims. 

I Clain: 
1. Amail rack particularly for use by rural car- 25 

riers in transporting and delivering mail along 
their routes, said rack comprising a single com 
pact main receptacle of a size adapted to the con 
Venient reception and positioning of a batch of 
pieces of mail Such as customarily strapped up in 30 
a single bundle by Such rural carriers, said recep 
tacle havingintegral sheet-metal vertical Side and 
rear Walls of a height not substantially exceeding 
that of the mail pieces and being wholly and per 
manently Open at the front and top, a horizon- 35 
tal flat and unobstructed sheet-metal bottom wal 
Carried by said vertical Walls, a vertically disposed 
presser member swiweled for self-paralleling flat 
Wise clamping contact against the upright for 
Wardly facing addressed face of the outer piece of 40 
nail irrespective of the distance of the latter from 
the rear wall of the receptacle, a swinging arm 
piVotally supported on a Wall of the receptacle and 
Carrying said swiweled presser member, spring 
neans urging said arm and presser member in- 45 
Wardly, Said presser member and its supporting 
means being of Such open structure as to leave the 
Vertical front face of the engaged mail piece sub 
stantially unobscured and cooperating with the 
Vertical Walls of the receptacle to present the let- 50 
ters for successive Withdrawal in an upward and 
for Ward direction, and attaching means for read 
ily detachably supporting said mail rack as a 
Whole in Convenient fixed position upon the let 
ter carrier's vehicle. 55 

2. A mail rack in accordance with claim 1, 
Wherein the verticalsheet-metal walls of the main 
receptacle are integrally continued downwardly 
below the bottom wall and are horizontally in 
turned at their bottom edges to form a one-piece 60 
Supporting and guiding means for a drawer. 

THOMAS W. SAWAGE. 


