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70 dll ?ph0m it mu?y c0m6erm: 
Be it knoWn that I, LUTHER TRABUE, a, 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Girard, Illinois, have invented a certain neW 
and useful Improvement in Block-Drop 
ping Mechanism for Baling - PreSSeS, of 
Which the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description, Such as Will enable others skilled 
in the art to Which it appertains to make 
and use the same. • 
This invention relates to baling preSSeS, 

and particularly to the block - dropping 
mechanisms used in baling preSSeS for ar 
ranging the division blockS in operative po 
sition in the baling chamber. 
One object of my invention is to provide 

a block-dropping mechanism that comprises 
means for automatically moving a block 
holder into operative position with relation 
to the baling chamber. 
Another object is to provide a mechanism 

of the character described Which is So de 
signed that the block does not have to be 
inserted in the blpck-holder at a certain 
period in the cycle of operations of the plun 
ger or compressing member of the baling 
preSS. 
Another object is to provide a block-drop 

ping mechanism of the character described 
Which is So designed that the operator cannot 
insert a block in the block-holder when the 
mechanism. Which causes the block-holder to 
be mowed into delivering position is in op 
erative position. 
Another object is to provide a block-drop 

ping mechanism which is so:* designed that 
a division block cannot be inserted in the 
block-holder in Such a manner that the block 
Will become jammed during the Operation 
of introducing it into the baling chamber. 
And still another object is to provide a, 
block-dropping mechanism of novel con 
struction Which permits a division block to 
be inserted in the block-holder from either 
side of the baling preSS. 
Other objects and desirable features of 

my invention will be hereinafter pointed 
Out. • 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a 
baling preSS provided With a block-dropping 
mechanism constructed in accordance With 
my invention showing the block-holder ar 
ranged in receiving position and provided 
With a division block; Fig. 2 is a vertical 
longitudinal Sectional vieW shOWing the 
block-holder in delivering position; Fig. 8 is 
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a Similar view showing the plunger of the 
preSS retracted and the division block ar 
ranged in operative position in the baling 
chamber ; Fig. 4 is a vertical Sectional view 
taken on the line 4–4 of Fig. 2; and Fig. 6 
is a horizontal Sectional wiew taken on the 
line 5-5 of Fig. 4. 

Referring to the drawings which illus 
trate the preferred form of my invention, 
A designates a plunger or compressing mem 
ber of a baling preSS which reciprocates in 
a baling chamber B, and C designates a hop 
per arranged over the baling chamber So as 
to receive the hay or material Which is forced 
into the baling chamber by the beater D. A 
block-holder E Which is arranged above the 
guideWay in Which the plunger A travels, 
forms part of the front Wall of the hopper 
C, and at a certain period in the Cycle of 
Operations of the baling preSS Said block 
holder is automatically moved from its re 
ceiving position, shOWn in Fig. 1, into de 
livering position, as shOWn in Fig. 2, So that 
the division block a? therein can drop down 
Wardly into the baling chamber on the re 
turn stroke of the plunger A, as shoWn in 
Fig. 8. The block-holder F may be formed 
in various Ways without departing from the 
Spirit of my invention, but in the construc 
tion herein shown which illustrates the pre 
ferred form of my invention, the block 
holder F} consists of a Substantially inverted 
channel-shaped member open at both ends 
and provided With horizontally disposed 
portions 1 Which travel in guides or tracks 
2 arranged adjacent the upper edge of the 
paSSageWay in Which the plunger A travels, 
the horizontal portions 1 of Said block 
holder being reinforced and strengthened 
by means of brackets 8 connected to same 
and to the rear vertical Wall of the block 
holder. 8k 

The means Which automatically mowes the. 
block-holder from receiving position, shown 
in Fig. 1, into delivering position, shoWn in 
FigS. 2 and 8, consists of devices 4 on the 
plunger A Which coóperate With devices 5 
On the block-holder during the for Ward 
stroke of the plunger. I prefer to provide 
the plunger A With a pair of upWardly 
projecting devices 4 arranged adjacent the 
rear end of same, and I also provide the 
block-holder H] With a pair of pivotally 
mounted devices or dogs ? that are adapted 
to be moved into and out of Operative posi 
tion with relation to the projections 4 on 
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the plunger A, Said dogs ? being arranged 
adjacent the lower end of the block-holder 
E between the horizontal portions 1 Of Said 
bló?lk-holder. • * 

The means herein shown for moving the 
dogs or pivotally mounted devices 5 On the 
block-holder into and out of operative pO 
sition With relation to the projections 4 0n 
the plunger, consists of a pair of pivotally 
mounted levers 6 which carry a. rod 7 that 
passes through elongated slots 5* in the dogS 
5, and means, such, for example, as a rod 8, 
connected to one of said levers f for rocking 
them on their pivots so as to elevate the 
dogs ? or move them into an inoperative p0 
sition, as shown in broken lines in Fig. 1, 
or move said dogs in the opposite direction 
into operative position, as shOWn in full 
lines in Figs. 2 and B. Any suitable means 
may be employed for locking the rod 8 SO 
as to hold the dogs 5 in an inoperative pO 
sition, the means herein shown consisting of 
a notch or receSS 8" in the rod 8 that engageS 8''8 
a stationary member 8” When the rod is 

25 k pulled forWardly, as shown in broken lineS 
in Fig. 1. The levers T are preferably made 
long enough SO that they will extend acrOSS 
the open ends of the block-holder E when 
the dogs 6 are in operative position and the 

30 block-holder is in receiving position. So aS 
to prevent the operator from inserting a di 
vision block a] in the block-holder at this 
time, namely, When the mechanism which 
causes the block-holder to be shifted into 
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its delivering position is Operative Or ar 
ranged in the path of travel of the projec 
tions 4 on the plunger. 
The block-holder is provided With means 

for preventing a division block from being 
positioned improperly in Said holder or 
arranged in such a position that it Will be 
come jammed during the Operation of mOV 
ing the holder into delivering position, the 
means herein shoWn for accomplishing this 
consisting of a bar 9 arranged transwersely 
of the block-holder and provided With for 
wardly projecting portions or extensions 9* 
and a device, preferably a leaf Spring 10, 
Which exerts pressure on Said bar and thus 
holds the extensions 9* thereon in Such a pO 
sition that they act as stops which limit the 
movement of the block during the Operation 
of inserting it in the holder. The bar or 
stop member 9 may be mounted on the block 
holder in any Suitable manner, and any Suit 
able device can be used for holding Said stop 
member in Operative position. In the em 
bodiment of my invention herein shOWn, the 
bar 9 is mounted in a bracket 11 connected to 
the outer vertical Wall of the block-holder, 
and the Spring 10, which exertS preSSure On 
Said bar, is connected to a Supporting de 
vice 12 which is pivotally connected to the 
bracket 11 in Such a manner that the Spring 
10 can turn on a vertical axis and thus per 
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mit one end of the stop bar 9 to yield 
slightly during the Operation of inserting a 
division block in the block-holder. 
Whenever the Operator desireS tO inSert 

a block in the block-holder he mOYeS the 
tod 8 forWardly So as to move the lewer 
;? into an inoperative position With relation 
to the block-holder and also raise the dogS 
6, and after the block has been inserted in 
the blook-holder the rod 8 is released SO that 
the dogs t5 Will move doWnWardly into the 
path of the projections 4_On the plunger A. 
On the Succeeding forWard stroke of the plun 
ger the projections 4 thereon engage the dogS 
Š on the block-holder and thus automatically 
move the block-holder forwardly into de 
livering position, as shOWn in Fig. 2. AS 
Soon as the block moves off of the horizon 
tally disposed supporting member 18 On 
Which it rested When the block-holder WaS 
in receiving position, Said block Will drop 
downwardly onto the plunger A, aS ShOWn 
in Fig. 2, and on the return stroke of Said 
plunger the division block a will drop dOWn 
Wardly into operative pOSition in the baling 
chamber B, as shoWn in Fig. 8, as Soon aS 
the plunger A passes from under Said block. 
The block-holder and the stop device 9 
Which cooperates With same, are SO con 
structed that the division block Can be in 
Serted in the holder from either Side of the 
baling preSS, and as Said stop device limits 
the lateral movement of the division block it prevents it from being arranged in the 
holder improperly or in Such a positiOn that 
it will jam against the side Walls of the 
hopper D When the block-holder is moved 
into delivering position. * 
One advantage of a block-dropping 

mechanism of the construction above-de 
Scribed is that the operator does not have 
to Watch the baling preSS carefully SO aS to 
insert the division block at a certain period 
in the operation of the plunger or move the 
block-holder manually into delivering pOSi 
tion for Said mechanism is SO designed that 
the block can be inserted in the block-holder 
at any time when said holder is in receiv 
ing position and left therein until it is de 
sired to introduce the block into the baling 
chamber, at Which time the operator re 
leases the rod S So as to Set the dogS 5 in 
Operative position to be engaged by the pro 
jections 4 on the plunger on the Succeeding 
forWard stroke of the plunger. Another 
advantage of Such a block-dropping mecha 
nism is that the division block cannot be in 
Serted therein at a time when the mechanism 
Which causes the block-holder to be moved 
into delivering position is operative, this 
being due to the fact that the levers 6 are 
SO proportioned that they extend acrOSS the 
Open ends of the block-holder When the 
dogs ?? are in Operative position. And still 
another desirable feature of my improved 
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livering position, a yieldingly operated stop 
Imember coóperating With said holder for 
limiting the lateral movement of a division 
block that is inserted in Same, coóperating 
devices on said holder and plunger for caus 
ing the holder to be moved into delivering 
position on the for Ward stroke of the plun 
ger, and means gOverned by the Operator for 
Controlling said devices. 

18. In a baling preSS, a horizontally re- | 
ciprocating block-holder, a mowable com 
preSSing member, a movable device on Said 
block-holder Which is adapted to be engaged 
by Said compreSSing member So as to cause 

1,013,628 

the block-holder to be mowed into delivering 
position, manually operated means for mOV 

I f5 

ing said device into and Out of Operative pO 
sition With relation to Said compreSSing 
Iriember, and means for locking said device 
in an inoperative position. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature in the presence of tWo WitneSSes, 
this sixteenth day of June 1911. 

ILUTHER TRABUE. 
WitneSSeS: 

WELLS L. CHURCH, 
GEORGE BAKEWDLL. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addres$ing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
• Washington, D. C.' • 
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