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1. Claim. 

This invention relates to a socket for a lamp 
or other electrical device adapted to be held in a 
perforation in a panel board or other support. 
The principal objects of the invention are to 

provide an inexpensive and extremely simple 
means for holding the socket in a perforation 
yieldingly; to avoid accidental displacement or 
any noticeable vibration and yet permit ready 
removal, when desired; to provide the socket With 
a double flange, one part of which is adapted to 
paSS through the hole, preferably circular, in the 
panel board or Support and the other having a 
flange held against the same for the purposes 
above described, and to provide a length of coil 
Spring flexed into circular form to conne e 
tween these two flanges and constitute the 
holding means, above described. This spring, 
preferably, is a straight length of coiled spring 
having the two ends abut each other or having 
one end located inside the other to provide an 
additional safety means against accidental re moval. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention will appear hereinafter. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying dra Wing, in which 
Fig. 1 is a side view of a socket, constructed 

in accordance with this invention and shown as 
holding an electric lamp on the panel board of 
an automobile or other support; 

Fig. 2 is a diametrical sectional view of the Sane; 
Fig. 3 is an end View in the direction of the arrow 3 in Fig. 2; 
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Fig. 4 is an elevation of one form of spring holding device, and 
Fig. 5 is a similar view of another form of 

Spring, holding device, also coming within the 
scope of this invention. 
This is a self-contained socket avoiding the 

necessity of a bracket on the panel board or the 
like, thereby reducing the expense. The inven 
tion is shown as applied to a panel board 0, or 
other support, having a circular perforation 
for receiving the entire Socket and the instrument 
or lamp with which it is provided. 
The Socket comprises a tubular member 2 of 

sheet metal having a bottom closed except for an 
opening to receive an electric cable 3 which con 
nects with a terminal 4 inside the tubular mem 
ber. It is provided with a plate 5, preferably 
backed up by a Spring 6, so as to provide a 
spring-pressed terminal. The tubular member 
f2 is provided with the usual bayonet slots T for 
receiving the pins 8 on the base 9 of an elec 

(C. 173-339) 

tric lamp or other electrical instrument. The 
tubular member 2 is provided at the end with 
an OutWardly projecting concave flange 20. It is 
also provided with a fixed tubular member 2 
having a corresponding flange 22 spaced from 
the flange 20 and also having a flat annular ex tension 23 beyond it. 
These two flanges 20 and 22 are concave so as 

to receive a holding device in the form of a coil 
Spring 24 of circular cross section. This coil 
Spring is a very inexpensive device for use in 
holding the socket in the panel board, or the like, 
and it is preferably made with its two ends fin 
ished and the end coils at 25 contacting, as shown 
in Fig. 4. This constitutes a preferred form but, 
if desired, it can be made with a little more dif 
ficulty to remove by providing one end exactly 
as shown in Fig. 4 and reducing the other end 26, 
as shown in Fig. 5, to Such a degree that it will 
enter the larger end and hold the spring more 
firmly in place. The Spring in this case is made 
a little longer than in the other. In either case 
it furnishes a yielding holding device. 
The spring is put in between the two flanges 20 

and 22, both of which preferably are concaved a 
little to bear on its outer side and hold it in 
place. It will be noticed that the two flanges 20 
and 22 are at a fixed distance apart and the 
Spring has to be entered between them. Then 
the Socket and the lamp or other instrument are 
forced through the hole or perforation to the 
point shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The spring 24 Will 
yield to this action but it is necessary to put one 
side through with the Socket at an angle and 
then turn the socket to bring the other side of 
the Spring through the hole, ordinarily. 
The supports, as for example panel boards 0, 

may be of different thicknesses in different in 
stances and a single construction will take up 
these differences so that Whatever the thickness 
of this support may be within ordinary limits, 
different sizes of Springs Will not have to be used. 
It will be seen that the spring comes in back of 
the edge of the hole, at one end, and that at the 
other end at 20 the concave flange reaches over 
the center of the Spring. In both cases it is held 
up against the member 2 so that there will be 
no undue vibration and in fact, it is only with 
difficulty that anybody can turn the socket in the perforation. 
This constitutes a very inexpensive and neat; 

device for the purpose intended, without pro 
jecting parts and without the use of any brack 
ets. The projecting flange 23, of course, comes 
against one side of the plate While the spring 
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2. 
bears against the other side and thus the SOcket 
is held against longitudinal dislocation. 

Having thus described my invention and the 
advantages thereof, I do not Wish to be limited to 
the details herein disclosed, otherwise than aS 
set forth in the claim, but what I claim is: 
As an article of manufacture, an electric Socket 

comprising a hollow sheet metal member, a tubu 
lar member secured therein and projecting 
therefrom, a Spring pressed electric terminal in 
said tubular member, and means for detachably 

2,122,848 
holding the socket in a perforation through a 
supporting plate, comprising a circular flange on 
the tubular member, a circular flange on the 
sheet metal member, and a yielding coiled Spring 
Surrounding the socket, located between said 
flanges, and slightly larger in outside diameter 
than said perforation, to enable it to be pushed 
into the perforation and hold the Socket in place, 
but capable of yielding under pressure to allow 
the Socket to be Withdrawn. 

RAYMOND W. STEARNS. 
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