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The invention herein disclosed relates fo belt buckles,
and the special objects of the invention are to provide a
light weight, simple, inexpensive buckle construction
which can be quickly and easily adjusted to desired belt
length and which, while quickly separable, may be se-
cured in the closed condition against possibilty of acci-
dental release.

These and other desirable objects have been attained in
this invention by the provision of companion sheet metal
plates having transverse snubbing ridges impressed in the
same for loops of the belt webbing and by which length
adjustments may be readily made, said plates having inter-
engaging parts by which they are releasably coupled to-
gether, with companion elements of a snap fastener on
overlapping portions of the plates and by which the plates
may be secured against any accidental releasing move-
ment.

Other novel features of the invention and desirable ob-
jects attained are set forth and will appear in the course
of the following specification.

The drawing accompanying and forming part of the
specification illustrates certain present practical embodi-
ments of the invention, but structure may be modified
and changed as regards the immediate illustration, all
within the true intent and scope of the invention as here-
inafter described and claimed.

FIG. 1 in the drawing is a top plan view of one of the
buckles as it appears in the closed and secured relation,
with the webbing shown broken away.

FIG. 2 is a broken side or edge view of the buckle struc-
ture, partly in section.

FIGS. 3 and 4 are generally similar views of another
form of the invention.

The interlocking buckle forming plates are generally
similar to the constructions disclosed in Patent 3,081,506
of March 19, 1963, and patent application Serial Number
352,857, filed March 18, 1964, involving a laterally ex-
tended head portion 10 carried by a reduced neck portion
11 on one plate 12 and the other plate 13 having a slot
14 for passage of the head portion and a reduced exten-
sion 15 for the neck portion of the first plate.

One plate, in this case, the slotted keeper plate 13, has
an angled intermediate portion 16 forming an abutment
for the head and serving to offset the opposite ends of the
keeper to opposite sides of the head plate and locating
end portions of the two plates in relatively overlying rela-
tion, with the two plates telescoped into substantially the
length of only one plate.

The securing and adjustment of the companion lengths
of belt webbing indicated at 17 and 18 is effected by
impressing the end portions of the plates in inverted
V-shaped ridges 19 and 20 and by slotting the inclined
side walls of these ridges at 21, 22 and 23, 24 for loops
25 and 26 of the webbing.

The extreme edge portions of the plates are shown as
slotted at 27, 28 for passage of the double layer portions
of the loops. i

The inclined ridges serve as snubbers to firmly grip and
hold the webbing under tension but permit easy length
adjustment when desired upon turning the plates to an
angled position permitting sliding movement of the web-
bing through the slots and about the tops of the snubbing
ridges.
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The slotted snubbing ridges firmly hold the webbing in
adjusted relation but permit free adjustment when such
is desired, and the offset head and slot formation of the
plates affords secure but quick and easy conmection and
disconnection of the buckle forming plates.

To lock the buckle plates in the engaged relation and
thus to prevent any accidental disconnection, the two
plates are secured in the flat overlapping engaged position
by companion snap fastener elements on the overlapping
portions of the plates.

Thus as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the overlying releasing
handle portion 29 of the slotted keeper plate carries the
pin element 30 of a snap fastener concealed at the under-
side of the same for engagement with a companion socket
element 31 on the underlying portion of the head plate.

This snap fastener serves to lock the buckle parts in
the closed connection relation, preventing accidental re-
release and at the same time permits intended release by
simply lifting the handle 29 to release the snap fastener
elements which will then permit angling movement of the
plates to unhook the head from the keeper.

The location of the fastener elements between overlap-
ping portions of the plates conceals these elements and
protects them against injury or engagement by parts that
might interfere with their cooperative engagement.

In the form of the invention illustrated in FIGS. 3 and
4, a lanyard or extended handle 32 is shown connected

‘with the handle portion of the keeper plate and the snap

fastener elements 33 and 34 are mounted on this lanyard
strap and on an underlying portion of the webbing.

For double security, the overlying portions of the two
plates may carry companion snap fastener elements 35,
36 similar to the fastener elements 30, 31 shown in the
first illustrated form of the invention.

Length adjustment may be effected in this second form
of the invention by slotted, inverted V-shaped ridges, as
first illustrated or other suitable length adjustment means
may be provided, such as the sliding bar 37, FIGS. 3 and 4,
about which a loop 38 of the webbing is engaged and which
bar is slidingly mounted across the slot 39 in the keeper
plate by having slotted ends 40 slidingly engaged over edge
portions of that plate.

What is claimed is:

1. Adjustable belt buckle with safety catch comprising,
companion head and keeper plates,

the keeper plate having a slot for passage of the head

of the head plate and an abutmert wall for engage-
ment by said head positioned for connection of the
plates in overlapping relation and arranged to pre-
vent longitudinal separation of the plates in said
overlapping relation,

said plates having transverse snubbing ridges impressed

in the shape of an inverted V in opposite edge por-
tions of the same,

the inclined side walls of said snubbing ridges having

slots therein,

said buckle being adapted to receive loops of belt web-

bing extending through said slots and about the crests
of said snubbing ridges for adjustably securing said
plates to said webbing, and

companion snap fastener elements on opposed parts of

said overlapping portions of the plates,

the overlapping portion of the keeper plate having an

extended handle projecting over the snubbing ridge
on said head plate in position for effecting lifting
movement of said keeper plate to release the snap
fastener elements and permit said head and keeper
plates to be then separated.

2. Belt buckle having a readily releasable safety catch

comprising,

companion substantially flat keeper and head plates

cooperatively engageable in overlapping relation
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holding said plates against longitudinal separation,
and

companion snap fastener elements connected with the
respective plates and positioned to releasably secure
said plates in the overlapping engaged relation de-
scribed,

said keeper plate having means at the outer end of the
same for adjustably holding belt webbing in the con-
nected relation of the plates,

said plates being disengageable by longitudinal shifting
movement of the same in a direction reverse to that
of the engagement of said head plate with said keeper
plate and

said companion snap fastener elements being mounted
on the opposing portions of the plates in the overlap-
ping connected position of the plates and placed to
cooperatively engage only when the plates are in the
fully connected position,

whereby said snap fastener elements will hold the plates
against longitudinal movement in the release direc-
tion and will hold the plates in position to hold the
belt webbing in adjusted condition.

4

3. The combination of a belt buckle as recited in claim 2
with a handle-forming lanyard connected with the free
end of said keeper plate and with belt webbing attached
to said head plate and underlying said lanyard, said lan-

5 yard and said belt webbing carrying snap elements adapted
to coact to hold said lanyard and said belt webbing in fixed

relationship.
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