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MUSIC-HOLDER.
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To all whom it moy concern:

Be it known that I, FREDRICK A. WEISS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mil-
waukee, county of Milwaukee, State of Wis-
consin, haveinvented acertain new and useful
Improvementin Music-Holders; and I declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it pertains
to make and use the same, reference being
had to the acecompanying drawings, which
form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in musie or note holders for mu-
sicians’ use, and relates more particularly to
a device for holding the notesin proper posi-
tion for use by piceolo, flute, and fife players
withoutinterfering with the freedom of move-
ment of either of the player’s hands.

My said invention consists in the matters
hereinafter described, and pointed out in the
appended claims. ’

Referring by letter to the drawings, A des-
ignates the usual form of “lyre” or clasp for
holding the sheet or sheets or the book upon
which the music is printed. This clasp is

provided with a supporting-shank B, adapted-

for engagement with a sockef, and has a
thumb-piece @, by means of which the clasp
may be opened to free the sheet or the book
held therein.

It has been common heretofore to secure
the shanks of the lyres or clasps within a
socket or holder upon wind-instruments, such
as cornets, trombones, and other forms of

_ horns; but heretofore, so far as I am aware,
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no satisfactory device has been provided for
piceolo, flute, or fife players, by means of
which the notes may be held in position with-
outinterfering with the freedom of movement
of the player’s hands. My invention is de-
signed to overcome this difficulty and to pro-
vide a satisfactory holder for use by such
players.

~To this end I construct my improved holder
in substantially the form shown in the draw-
ings; in which two sections C and D are ad-
justably secured together so as to be extensi-
ble to a considerable extent when desired.
The sections C and D are conveniently made
from wire bent into substantially the form
shown in the drawings, the forward ends ¢ ¢

of the wire forming the section C being con-
veniently secured to a connecting-block E,
and said bloek being provided with two longi-
tudinal passages e¢ ¢ for adjustable engage-
ment with the wires forming the section D.
Said latter wires are arranged parallel
throughout their length and are connected at
their rear ends by a loop or bend d, as shown
in Figure 1.

As shown in Fig. 1, the rear end of the sec-
tion C of the holder is provided with an en-
larged loop-C’, for a purpose to be presently
described.

As shown more particularly in Fig. 2, the
rear part of the section C of the holder is
preferably bent somewhat out of direct line
with the section D. TUpon the front ends of
the wires forming the section D i secured a
block F, which is econveniently arranged in a
somewhat oblique position, said block being
provided with a socket or passage for the
shank B of the lyre or clasp A. A boss f is
provided upon one side of the block F and
has a serew-threaded passage communiecating
with the passage or'socket for the shank B,
and with this screw-threaded passage is ad-
justably engaged a set-serew (, adapted to
bind at its inner end with said shank B.

In using my improved device the enlarged
rear end of the section C is held beneath the
arm, with the section D projecting forward
over the player’s bent arm and supported
thereby, the forward end of the section C con-
veniently resting upon the arin. In this po-
sition the holder will be firmly supported so
long as the loop ('’ is grasped beneath the
player’s arm.

The notes may be readily secured in the
lyre or clasp, and by means of the set-screw
G said lyre or clasp may be adjusted and re-
tained at a desired elevation above the sec-
tion D of the holder, and the shank B may be
rotated within the socket in the block F,so as
to bring the pages held in the clasp to a de-
sired angle to the player’s line of vision.

.By reason of the bending of the rearend of
the section C out of line with the front por-
tion of the holder the forward end of said
holder will, when said rear portion is grasped
beneath the arm, be held a little to one side
of the player’sline of vision. Inthis manner
when marching the player may look forward
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past ihe sheet of music from which he is play-
ing and is enabled to clearly see the ground
before him, and thus avoid a misstep.

The construction of the sections of the
holder from the double rods or wires affords a
very firm and rigid support for the lyre or
clasp and the page or pages held therein, and
said holder is not liable to spring or vibrate
under the weight of the pages or the book
held in the Iyre or eclasp at its front end.

When it becomes necessary for the player
to turn his page of musie, he may readily do
so,employing both hands for thispurpose and
retaining the holderin position by the press-
ure of the arm upon the rear end of the sec-
tion C.

‘When the device is not in use, the sections
C and D may be readily pressed together,the
shank of the Iyre withdrawn from the socket,
and the retracted holder and said Iyre orelasp
carried in the pocket, in an obvious manner.

My improved device is very simple in its
construction, not liable to get out of order,
and is at the same time strong and durable.

Iaving thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to seeure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is—

1. A music holder comprising a suitable
frame formed from a plurality of sections ex-
tensibly engaged together, one of said sections
being shaped at its rear end so as to enable it
to be grasped and held beneath the arm and
a suitable clasp adjustably engaged with the
forward end of another of said sections, sub-
stantially as described.

2. Amusicholdercomprisinga frame formed
from aplurality of sections extensibly engaged

with each other, the rear end of the rear sec-
tion being provided with an enlargement
adapted to be grasped and held beneath the
arm, a suitable block secured to the forward
end of the forward section and provided with
a socket, and a clasp for engagement with the
sheet or sheets of music to be held, and pro-
vided with a shank having a revoluble and
also a vertically adjustable engagement with
said socket, substantially as deseribed.

3. The hereindescribed musiec holder com-
prising a frame formed from two sections ex-
tensibly engaged with each other, the rear end
of one section being provided with an enlarged
loop adapted to be grasped beneath the arm
of the user, and the forward end of the for-
ward section being provided with a support-
ing block having a sunitable socket for the re-
ception of the shank of a music clasp, sub-
stantially as described.

4. A music holder comprising an extensible
frame formed from the two sections C and D
adjustably connected together, the former of
said seetions being provided at its rear end
with the loop C’ bent laterally outof line with
the frame, and the section D provided at its
front end with the fitting or block F having a
socket or passage for the reception of the
shank of a music clasp, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-
tion in the presence of two witnesses.

FREDRICK A. WEISS.
Witnesses:
JOoHN E. WILES,
E. W. Stour.
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