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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM W. WILCOX, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

BAGGAGE-CHECK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 230,455, dated July 27, 1880,

. Application filed March 5, 1840.

To all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, WiLLiam W. WILCOX,

of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of.| .

Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Baggage-Checks, of which
the following is a speclﬁcauon

This 1nvent10n relates to baggage-checkb
adapted for checking back and forth over two
or more different lines of railroads and to a
given station upon any one of the reads indi-
cmted apon its face.

Heretofore checks adapted for the above-
referred-to purpose have consisted of a single
brass plate having the roads indicated upon
it and attached to a strap for seearinng i6 to
the baggage, said strap having strung apon
it a card of pasteboard with the name af the’
station written npon it, such card being
ally termed the ¢ destination” card. This cla
of checks, owing to the exposed position and
frailty of their destlmtlon cards and the an-
noyance experienced in consequence of their
frequent mutilation and detachment, are used
to a very limited-extent. Others consist of a
single brass plate with flanges embracing the
destination-card, the detachment of which is
prevented by passing the strap through a slob
in one end of both plate and card, while in
other devices the ecard is held and exposed
between two brass plates, one of which is bent
at its ends and the other slotted to receive
such ends said plates being held together by
the strap passing through the bent ends or
by a latch pivoted upon the slotted plate.

In all three of the devices last mentioned,
should the plates be bent, which frequently
happens, great difficulty is experienced, not
onlyin detaching the card but in restoring the
plates to their original shape for further use,
andin some cases the plates areentirelyruined.
Forthermore, these checks are not adapted for
checking both ways upon the same or differ-
ent roads; but once having reached their des-
tination, or the end of the road or roads, they
must be returned without baggage to the place
from whence they started.

The object of my invention is to 1)10(1uce a
baggage-check substantially indestrnctible,
which is easily put together and adapted for
checking baggage either way over two or more
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_roads, and from and to any station upon one

or more of the roads indicated upon the plates.
In the accompanying drawings, in which
similar letters of reference indicate the same
parts, Figare 1 is a view of the obverse tace
of a check embodying my invention with the
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straps attached; TFig. 2, a view of the reverse

face of the same.

A represents a flat brass plate provided near
its lower end with a rectangular opening,
through which is exposed a portion of a des-

. tination-card, B, corresponding in size to the

plate. Between the opening and the upper
end of the plate, and on the face thereof, are
stamped, or produnced by other snitable means,

letters indicating one or more different rail- .

roads, between which and the opening is the
number of the check.

C is a similar plate, having the opening and
the order of the lettering and number in re-
verse order—that is to say, the opening near
the top and the lettering near the bottom,
with the order of the words reversed and the
number over the lettering.

Both of these plates and the debtmatlou
card are provided near each of the ends with
slots to receive a strap, D, slitted at each end
in theusnal manuer, to which they are attached
at one end by the ordinary slip-noose. The
free end of the strap is then passed through
the slots in the 'other end of the plates and
card, thus locking all three closely together
and exposing the entire face of the plates and
the card through its opening, the face of the
other plate, and also its opening, bemg con-
cealed Dbehind the strap, \\hlch is then .at-
tached to the baggage with the exposed plate
outward, the card being protected between

“the two plates and having the name of the

destination-station written upon it.
The letters upon the plates for indicating

each of the two roads at opposite ends of the -

route differ in arrangement and size upon the
separate plates—i. e., on the plate A the road
at the beginning of the rpute is indicated at
the top of the column in small letters, and the
road at the terminus next below in large let-
ters, (the intermediate road orroads,if any, are
in small letters below the latter,) whlle on plate
C the first-mentioned two roads are reversed
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as to each other, both in position and size of
letters, the intermediate roads maintaining
their size of letters and position at the foot of
the column, as on plate A.

With this arrangement and contrast in size
of letters it will be seen that by shifting the
free end of the strap from one face to the other
of the plates the name of the road at the end
of the ronte may be made conspicuous, so as
to be read at first glance, and the checks be
used with equal facility toward or from either
end of theroute; and as the slots for the card
are at opposite ends of the check when in use,
it will also be seen that by turning it over, af-
ter using the two first exposed faces, two clean
ones will be presented, thus adapting the card
to be used for four trips before having to re-

place it with a new one, and thereby effecting |

not only a saving in time but in cost, which
latter is of no small importance in view of the
immense number of checks in daily use,
Owing to the simple construction of my
plates they may be made without the use of
complicated machinery or frequent handling,
and therefore cheaply produced, and if bent or

indented when in use they may be readily and
quickly restored to their original shape by
pressure or hammering with an ordinary ham-
mer upon any smooth surface. They afford an
effective protector to the destination-card, and
are readily put together or taken ~apart, no
fastening being required except that of an
ordinary strap, by which they are attached to
baggage.

What I claim is—

In a baggage-check, the combination, with
two flat plates having upon their faces the
number of the chieck and letters indicating the
roads over which it is used, and provided near
their opposite ends with openings, of an inter-
mediate destination-card exposed through said
openings, said plates and cards being detach-
ably and reversibly connected together by a
strap passing through correspouding slots in
theplates and cards,substantially as described
and shown.

WILLIAM W. WILCOX.

Witnesses:

EpHRAIM BANNING,
HORATIO ANDERSON.
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