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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A hollow drapery rod having a decorative face at the 

top, front and bottom of the rod and a trackway at the 
rear side of the rod with drapery carriers in the trackway 
and a cord and pulley assembly in the rod. The rod has 
a mounting rail disposed above the trackway at the rear 
side of the rod and a rear mounting bracket that clamp 
ingly engages the rail to support the rod solely at the 
upper rear side adjacent the plane of the trackway. In 
one embodiment, the pulley housing cooperates with the 
rod to inhibit distortion of the rod. 

This invention relates to supports for draperies, cur 
tains and the like. 

Related applications 
This application is a continuation-in-part of the appli 

cation of Joseph V. Graber and Ferdinand F. Salzmann 
for “Support for Draperies and the Like,” Ser. No. 474,- 
397, filed July 23, 1965, now Patent No. 3,342,247. 

Background of the invention 
This invention pertains to traverse rods of the type 

having a decorative face at the top, front and bottom with 
a trackway at the rear. It is frequently necessary to pro 
vide one or more intermediate Supports for the rod, and 
these supports must be arranged so as to avoid interference 
with movement of the drapery carriers along the rear 
trackway. Heretofore, it has been the general practice to 
provide intermediate support brackets which extended 
over the top of the rod and at least part way around the 
decorative face of the rod in order to support the rod. 
The present invention supports the rod solely at the rear 
side thereof in such a manner that the bracket is not ex 
posed at the front of the rod and disruption of the decora 
tive face of the rod is avoided. The intermediate bracket 
is also adapted for supporting the rod adjacent the pulley 
housings at the ends of the rod, and the rod and pulley 
housings are advantageously constructed and arranged so 
as to inhibit distortion of the rods under the stresses and 
loads encountered due to draw cord pull during operation 
of the rods. The rods are formed with a mounting rail at 
the rear side above the trackway and, in one embodiment, 
an improved rod shape is provided which enables tele 
scoping of similarly shaped inner and outer rod sections 
having mounting rails at the rear sides. The mounting 
bracket is advantageously constructed so that the same 
bracket can be used to mount both the outer and the rela 
tively smaller inner rod section. 
An important object of this invention is to provide a 

traverse rod of the type having a decorative face at the 
top, front and bottom of the rod and a trackway at the 
rear of the rod, with an improved mounting arrangement 
that conceals the bracket from view from in front of the 
rod and does not disrupt the decorative face of the rod, 
and which supports the rod adjacent the plane of the track 
way so that the draperies hanging from the rod do not 
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2 
tend to cause the rod to rotate relative to the support 
bracket. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a traverse 
rod and bracket in accordance with the foregoing object 
having a mounting rail at the rear side above the track 
way for engagement with a support bracket and which is 
shaped to enable telescoping of similarly shaped rod sec 
tions. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a trav 

erse rod having a decorative face at the top, front and 
bottom with a trackway at the rear and having an im 
proved rod and pulley housing construction in which the 
pulley housing is mounted in the rod and coacts with the 
rod to avoid distortion of the rod and trackway under 
the stresses encountered during use. 

These, together with other objects, advantages and 
features of this invention, will be more readily appreciated 
as the invention becomes better understood by reference 
to the following detailed description when taken in ac 
cordance with the accompanying drawings wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of an embodi 

ment of this invention; 
FIG. 2 is a rear elevational view of the embodiment 

illustrated in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken generally along line 

3-3 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view showing two 

portions of the rod, the splice member, and pulley hous 
Ing: 

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken generally along line 
5-5 of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken generally along line 
6-6 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken generally along line 

7-7 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 8 is a sectional view taken generally along line 

8-8 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 9 is a front view of the rail engaging bracket 

taken generally along line 9-9 of FIG. 8: 
FIG. 10 is a top plan view of another embodiment of 

this invention; 
FIG. 11 is a transverse sectional view taken on the 

plane 11-11 of FIG. 10; 
FIG. 12 is a transverse sectional view taken on the 

plane 12-12 of FIG. 10; 
FIG. 13 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional view 

taken on the plane 13-13 of FIG. 10; 
FIG. 14 is a fragmentary horizontal sectional view 

taken on the plane 14-14 of FIG. 11; and 
FIG. 15 is a prespective view of a mounting bracket. 
Reference is now made more particularly to FIGS. 1-9 

of the drawings, wherein similar reference characters des 
ignate corresponding parts throughout the several views. 

For convenience, the embodiment of the invention best 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, is herein sometimes referred 
to as a drapery support; however, this is done by way of 
illustration, and it should be understood that the support 
may be used with any type of drapery, curtain, tapestry, 
or other similar hanging. The drapery support, generally 
designated by the numeral 10, includes an elongate tubular 
rod member 12, and a relatively short end member 14. 
Decorative plugs 16 and 17 may be fitted into the ends 
of members 14 and 12, respectively. Elongate tubular 
member 12 is conveniently formed by extrusion and, in 
the preferred embodiment, has a generally D-shaped cross 
Section including an arcuate face wall 18 at the top, front 
and bottom of the rod, and a generally upright rear wall 
including upper and lower rear wall portions 20 and 21, 
as best shown in FIGS. 4-8. Said rear wall portions have 
their respective edges 20a and 21a spaced apart to define 
a longitudinal slot extending substantially the full length 
of the elongate member 12. 
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End member 4, in the preferred embodiment, is formed 
from the same extrusion as elongate member 2. Similar 
parts are, therefore, designated by the same number fol 
lowed by the postscript prime ('). 

Master slides 24 and 25 and a plurality of auxiliary 
slides or holders 26 are mounted in the aforedescribed 
slot, as best shown in FIG. 2. As shown, the master slides 
are provided and connected to traverse cords 70 for move 
ment in relatively opposite directions toward and away 
from the center of the rod in a manner well known in the 
art. It should be understood that in various uses, only one 
master slide may be provided for one-way traverse opera 
tion, or that they may be eliminated altogether. As best 
shown in FIG. 7, the holder 26 may be of any conven 
tional construction and in general includes a body 27 slida 
bly received in the slot. As is conventional, the slide body 
27 has a head portion 28 at the inside of the rod, which 
head portion is larger than the width of the slot so as to 
normally retain the slide bodies in the rod. Pendants 29 
are attached to the holders and are preferably supported 
for swinging movement by a fastener 30. Decorative slide 
rings 31 may be mounted on the holder 26, if desired, to 
simulate the conventional rings of a ring pole rod. It is 
contemplated that, in some uses, the conventional rings 
(not shown) may be utilized with the present invention. 
The pendant 29 has a means for supporting a drapery 
such as an opening 32 (FIGS. 1 and 2) for receiving the 
drapery hook. 
A salient feature of the invention is the provision of a 

rail and a bracket for engaging the rail in Such a manner 
that the rod is supported at the upper rear thereof at a 
point adjacent the plane of the trackway in a manner Such 
that the bracket is substantially hidden by the rod or tu 
bular member and the bracket does not overlap the face 
Wall of the rod so as to disrupt the appearance of the face 
wall. Moreover, the bracket and rail are so arranged as 
to avoid interference with the carriers as they move along 
the rod. This is particularly advantageous for intermediate 
supports on a drapery rod, but it is contemplated that 
such a rail and bracket arrangement may be utilized any 
where on the rod. In the embodiment illustrated, a rai, 
generally designated by the numeral 35, is formed inte 
grally with the upper rear wall 20 adjacent the upper end 
thereof. In its preferred form, the rail includes two op 
posite facing, generally upright flanges 36 and 37 attached 
to the rear wall by two spaced web members 38 and 39, 
as shown in FIGS. 7 and 8. The rail is engaged by a 
bracket generally designated by the numeral 40, shown 
in FIGS. 8 and 9, and which will hereafter be more fully 
described. The rail is preferably spaced above the slot : 
a distance sufficent to allow a master slide or a body 27 
of holder 26 to easily move past the bracket 40 when it is 
engaged with the rail. In the embodiment illustrated, brack 
et 40 conveniently includes a generally upright portion 4 
for lying contiguous to a mounting surface and having a 
plurality of openings 42 and 43 therein for the entrance 
of fasteners to be engaged with the mounting surface, as 
illustrated in FIG. 2. A horizontally disposed arm 44 
extends outwardly from the upright portion 41 and has 
fingers 45 and 46 connected thereto as by fastener 47. 
In this embodiment, the fingers 45 and 46 are constructed 
of spring steel and formed from one piece by stamping. 
As best shown in FIGS. 8 and 9, the fingers 45 and 46 
are arranged so that their outer portions 45a and 46a, 
respectively, face in generally opposite directions and are 
resiliently interconnected for compressibly engaging the 
rail. Because of the springable arrangements of the fin 
gers, the bracket not only Securely engages the rail, but is 
also easily connected and disconnected. A plurality of 
teeth 48 are conveniently arranged on the outer end 45a 
for engaging web 38 of rail 35 and thereby securely hold 
ing the rod from longitudinal movement. It is contem 
plated that similar teeth may be arranged on outer portion 
46a or that they may be eliminated altogether. It should 
be noted that the rail 35 is mounted adjacent the top of 

5 

O 

30 

4) 

5 5 

60 

4. 
tubular member 12, in its preferred form, but that the 
upwardly extending flange 36 does not rise above the top 
of the member. In this manner, when the bracket 40 is 
engaged to the rail, a majority of the bracket is disposed 
behind the rod and is substantially hidden thereby (FIG. 
1). Also, not only will the body 27 of the holder 26 pass 
by the bracket, but the upper end of the decorative ring 
3 will easily pass over the bracket 40 as can be seen by 
comparing FIGS. 7 and 8. Thus, the bracket 40 and rail 
35 provide a unique arrangement for supporting the tu 
bular member 2 in a fashion whereby the bracket is sub 
stantially hidden from view. 

In the embodiment of FIGS. 1-9, the rod members are 
abutted end-to-end, and an internal splice arrangement 
illustrated in FIGS. 3 through 6 is provided for joining 
the rod members. The splice member, generally desig 
nated by the numeral 50, includes a generally arcuate 
cross section for lying contiguous to the inside of the 
front wall of the two members that are being spliced 
together, for example, members 2 and 14. Elongate 
member 12 has first and second projections 54 and 56 
for engaging the longitudinal edges of the splice member 
to hold the same contiguous to its inside front wall. For 
this purpose, first projection 54 extends from rear Wall 
20 and second projection 56 extends from front wall 18. 
The member to be spliced thereto, for example, end 
member 14, preferably has similar first and Second pro 
jections 54 and 56', as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4. In 
this manner, the members being spliced together are 
axially aligned by the splice member 50 and the splice 
member is conveniently contiguous to the front wall So 
as to be spaced away from the slot to provide for rotation 
for freedom of movement of holders 26 and master slides 
24 and 25 along the slot. 
The above described internal splice arrangement pro 

vides room for a pulley housing to be disposed inside the 
tubular members. The pulley housing, generally desig 
nated by the numeral 60, is conveniently an inverted 
U-shape having a generally fiat upper end 61 with a plu 
rality of upstanding bosses 62 thereon, as best shown in 
FIG. 4. Splice member 50 conveniently has a plurality 
of openings 51 for receiving the upstanding bosses 62 
and has a portion 52 adjacent its upper end which is 
generally flat for lying contiguous to the flat end 61 of 
the pulley housing. The pulley housing 60 has a pair 
of pulleys 63 and 64 mounted on side walls 65 and 66 
of the housing. Side wall 66 has flared portions 66a and 
66b adjacent either end for lying contiguous to the re 
spective tubular member in which the housing is disposed, 
as members E4 and 12 respectively, as best shown in 
FIGS. 3 and 5. Flared portion 66a has a notch 67 therein 
into which an indentation 22 in upper rear wall 20' of 
end member 14 may be inserted (FIG. 3) as a fastening 
means for holding the pulley housing and splice member 
in position. It is contemplated that the end member, 
splice member, and pulley housing may be preassembled 
and secured in position by the indentation 22 which is 
formed at that time. Flare portion 66b is provided with 
a fastener in the form of a screw 68 (see FIGS. 2 and 
4) for passing through the slot and for clasping the upper 
and lower rear wall portions 20 and 21 of tubular mem 
ber 12 and thereby operating as a fastening means to 
hold the tubular member 12 in position with respect to 
the housing 60, splice member 50, and end member 14. 
It is contemplated that other types of fastening means 
may be utilized; however, the described arrangement is 
both economical and convenient. When the proper length 
of the tubular member 2 has been selected, the splice 
member and pulley housing need only be inserted into 
the end of said member and the screw 68 tightened to 
provide a continuous rod assembly. It should be obvious 
that the pulley housing is advantageous only when used 
with the traverse rod and, in such circumstances, a pull 
cord 70 will be utilized. A downwardly facing slot 72 is 
conveniently provided in end member 14 to provide an 
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exit for the pull cord. When two master slides are uti 
lized, as shown, the cord means 70 passes over one pulley 
63, is attached to one master slide 25, and then passes 
around end pulley 74 secured in the slot of the elongate 
member 12 (FIG. 2). The cord 70 is then attached to 
the other master slide 24 and passes over the other pulley 
64 and both ends exit through slot 72. While the illus 
trated arrangement has the end member 14 adjacent the 
right end of the rod, as viewed from the front (FIG. 1), 
it should be understood that a left hand end member 
could be utilized, or that two end members may be used, 
if convenient. 

Pulley housing 60 has a pair of fingers 69 and 69' on 
wall 66. These fingers preferably extend through the slots 
defined by the upper and lower rear wall portions of the 
respective members and are disposed one on either side 
of the abutted ends for engaging an end support bracket 
80 and positioning the same. As best seen in FIG. 1, the 
bracket is thereby positioned in such a manner that the 
lower portion of the abutted ends are covered and there 
by gives an appearance of a continuous rod as normally 
viewed from below. It is contemplated that other types 
of position means may be utilized and that the upper 
portion of the abutted ends may also be covered. The 
end support bracket 80 conveniently includes a body 81 
for engaging a mounting surface and an outer member 
for cradling the rod or members. The outer member is 
conveniently in the form of a horizontally disposed por 
tion 82 attached to the body by a fastener 83 and a gen 
erally U-shaped portion 84 for receiving and cradling 
the rod. The U-shaped portion is preferably configurated 
to closely receive the rod and, in the embodiment illus 
trated includes a generally upright rear portion and a 
generally arcuate forward portion. An attractive fastener 
85, in the form of a rosette, is attached adjacent the 
outer end of the U-shaped portion 84 for engaging the 
member or rod and holding it in position, as best shown 
in FIG. 5. As discussed above, the bracket 80 covers the 
lower portion of the abutted ends to give the appearance 
of a continuous rod. Additionally, the bracket is posi 
tioned by fingers 69 and 69' in an area closely adjacent 
the exit of the cord means 70 which pass over the pulleys 
63 and 64 and then through slot 72. When the operator 
pulls on the cords 70, the greatest amount of force is 
applied at the pulleys 63 and 64 and since the bracket 80 
is closely adjacent thereto, it provides support in such a 
manner that the force on the cord means is not multiplied 
by any significant moment arm. In this manner, the splice 
is more effective since the force is not transmitted along 
the rod for any great distance. 
As shown in the drawings, the rod members 12 and 

14 are formed with a lower rib or rail 90 which projects 
rearwardly of the lower wall portion 21 a distance ap 
proximately the same as the rearward projection of the 
rail 35 from the upper rear wall 20. The rib 90 is arranged 
at the lower edge of the rod to have the appearance of a 
continuation of the face wall of the rod and thus aids 
in concealing the slides in the trackway at the rear of the 
rod, when the rod is viewed from a position in front of 
but below the level of the rod. Moreover, as shown in 
FIG. 5, the rib 90 and rail 35 both engage the upright 
rear portion of the U-shaped end 84 of the end bracket 
80 and cooperate with that bracket to support the rod 
with its rear wall generally upright. 
A modified form of drapery rod is illustrated in FIGS. 

12-15. In this embodiment, the rod is adapted to be 
roll formed from thin strip metal stock, and the rod is 
so shaped as to enable telescoping of similarly shaped 
sections to provide a longitudinally adjustable rod. In 
general, the rod includes inner and outer tubular rod sec 
tions or members designated 112 and 114. The rod mem 
bers have like cross-sectional configurations with the inner 
rod member sufficiently smaller than the outer rod mem 
ber to enable telescoping of the same. Like numerals 
followed by the postscript prime () are used to designate 
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6 
parts of the outer rod member corresponding to those 
of the inner rod member. The rod members 112 and 
114 have face walls 118, 118' respectively of generally 
U-shaped cross section which define the top, front and bot 
tom of the respective rod members. The face walls form 
the exposed surface of the rod members and, as is custom 
ary, are provided with a decorative finish. In the embodi 
ment shown, the face walls are formed with a generally 
semi-cylindrical configuration and are longitudinally 
fluted, it being understood that the face walls could have 
a modified U-shaped cross section and may be plain or 
otherwise finished as desired. The rod members 112 and 
114 also include upper rear wall portions 120, 120' re 
spectively formed integrally with the upper rear por 
tions of their face walls 118, 118', and lower rear wall 
portions 121 and 121' respectively formed integrally with 
the lower rear edge of their face walls 118, 118'. The 
upper and lower rear wall portions are spaced apart to 
define a trackway therebetween, and the upper wall por 
tions are shaped to form a mounting rail at the rear side 
of the rod above the trackway. This mounting rail is 
advantageously formed so as to interlock with the Sup 
port brackets to be described hereinafter and to also en 
able telescoping of the inner and outer rod sections. As 
best shown in FIGS. 11 and 12, the upper rear wall por 
tions 120, 120' each includes a track wall portion 120a, 
an upper rail wall portion 120b offset rearwardly from 
the upper track wall portion, and upper and lower inter 
mediate web portions 120c and 120d respectively joining 
the upper and lower edges of the rail wall portion to 
the top of the face wall and the top of the track wall. 
The rail wall 120b is preferably disposed substantially 
parallel to the track wall 120a and the upper and lower 
intermediate web portions 20c and 120d preferably ex 
tend forwardly at an acute angle to the rail wall portion 
so that the rail has a generally dovetail cross section. 
The upper edge of the mounting rail is preferably dis 
posed not substantially higher than the top of the face 
wall and, as shown, is connected to the rear edge of the 
face wall by an upwardly and forwardly inclined portion 
120e. The intermediate web portions 120c and 120d thus 
form upwardly facing and downwardly facing grooves for 
wardly of the rail wall portion 120b and closely adjacent 
the plane of the upper track wall portion 120a. 

Mounting brackets 140 are provided for mounting the 
rod on a support surface indicated at S and, in the em 
embodiment shown in FIGS. 10-14, the same brackets 
are conveniently used for supporting the rod intermediate 
its ends as well as adjacent the pulley housings at op 
posite ends of the rod. As best shown in FIGS. 11 and 12, 
the brackets include an attaching bracket member having 
a generally horizontal leg 141 and a brace leg 142 ter 
minating in mounting flanges 143. The legs 14 and 142 
can conveniently be formed integrally with each other 
from a single strap by bending the strap upon itself 
at the forward end 144. An adjustable bracket member 
148 overlies the leg 141 and is guidably supported there 
on by flanges 148a. The adjustable member is adapted 
to be locked in adjusted position by a fastener 149 that 
extends through an opening 141a in the leg 141 and 
through a slot 148b in the adjustable bracket member. 
The adjustable bracket member has depending legs 151 

at its outer end defining abutment faces at the forward 
edges adapted to engage the rail wall portions 120b of 
the rod members. An upper hook or clamp member 152 
is formed integrally with the adjustable bracket mem 
ber 148 at its forward end and is inclined downwardly 
and forwardly to engage the upper intermediate web por 
tion 120c of the rod member. A lower adjustable clamp 
member 153 is guidably received between the legs 151 
and has an upwardly and forwardly inclined hook por 
tion 153a at its forward end adapted to engage the lower 
intermediate web portion 120d. A fastener such as a 
screw 155 extends through the lower clamp member and 
is threadedly engaged with the adjustable bracket mem 
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ber 148 to draw the lower clamp member toward the 
upper clamp member and thereby positively clamp the 
rail therebetween. The range of adjustment is made Suffi 
cient to enable the same bracket to be used for clamping 
not only the rail on the outer bracket but also the rela 
tively smaller rail on the inner bracket. As will be seen, 
the relatively converging hook portions 152 and 15.3a 
draw the rail against the abutment faces on the legs 151 
to firmly support the bracket in an upright position and 
adjacent the plane of the trackway in the rod. 
The lower rear wall portions 121 and 121' each includes 

a lower track wall 21a preferably disposed substantially 
coplanar with the respective upper track wall 20a, and a 
channel-shaped rib 121b which joins the lower track wall 
to the lower edge of the respective face wall. As will be 
seen, the channel-shaped rib 121b opens inwardly of the 
rod, and the rib extends from the bottom of the face wall 
to a point somewhat rearwardly of the plane of the 
trackway so as to aid in concealing the drapery slides 
when the rod is viewed from a position in front of the 
rod, but below the level of the rod. The rib also func 
tions to rigidify the rod sections. 
- As is conventional, the rod has one or more master 
slides depending on whether the rod is a one-way or a 
two-way traverse and, in the embodiment shown, includes 
a pair of master slides designated 24 and 125 con 
veniently of a form and construction similar to that de 
scribed at 24 and 25 in the preceding embodiment. The 
rod also includes a plurality of auxiliary slides 126, also 
conveniently of the form and construction described in 
connection with the preceding embodiment. The slides 
may be plain or have decorative ornaments such as the 
semi-circular rings indicated at 31 in the preceding em 
bodiment. A traverse mechanism, including cords 170 
and cord guide pulleys 160 adjacent opposite ends of the 
rod, is provided for moving the master slides along the 
rod. The housing for the pulleys is advantageously con 
structed so as to cooperate with the rod to inhibit distor 
tion of the same under the stresses encountered when 
pulling on the traverse cords during operation of the rod. 
More particularly, the pulley housings include front 

and rear walls 65 and 166 and end walls 165a and 166a 
extending between the front and rear walls. A pair of 
pulleys 163 and 164 are rotatably mounted between the 
front and rear walls as by rivets 167. The rear wall 166 
is disposed in front of the track wall portions 120a and 
121a, and rearwardly extending flanges 168 and 169 are 
formed on the rear wall of the housing. The upper flange 
168 projects rearwardly of the track wall 120a into en 
gagement with the rail wall portion 120b, and the lower 
flange 169 projects rearwardly of the track wall 121a 
into the channel portion 121b and has protuberances 
164a which engage the upper side of the channel portion 
121b. The front wall 165 of the pulley housing is prefer 
ably shaped to engage the inner side of the face wall 
portion of the rod to locate the pulley housing and, as 
shown, the upper and lower edges of the front wall of 
the pulley housing engage the inner side of the face wall 
of the rod. The rod has a downwardly facing opening 172 
to allow passage of the traverse cord 170 therethrough. 
With this arrangement, the upper flange 168 on the 
pulley housing rests on and is supported by the inter 
mediate web portion 120d of the rail and, since the rail 
is directly supported by the bracket 140, it will be seen 
that the downward pull exerted on the pulley housing, 
during manipulation of the draw cords 170, is trans 
mitted to the support brackets. In addition, the lower 
flange 169 on the pulley housing underlies and Supports 
the lower track wall portion 121a so as to inhibit spread 
ing of the trackway. 
A slide gate is advantageously provided for facilitating 

insertion and removal of the auxiliary slides 126. As best 
shown in FIG. 13, the upper and lower track wall portions 
120a and 121a are formed with registering notches i80 
and 180' sufficiently large to allow insertion and removal 
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8 
of the auxiliary slides therethrough. A slide gate is 
mounted on the pulley housing to close the gate opening 
and, in the form shown, comprises a resilient plate 181 
attached at one end as by the pulley rivet 167 to the rear 
wall of the pulley housing. The resilient plate 181 ex 
tends alongside the pulley housing and a gate member 
18ia is integrally joined by narrow resilient strips 181b 
to the plate at a point spaced from the rivet 167. The 
gate portion 18ia is offset from the rear wall of the pulley 
housing so as to resiliently overlie the track wall portions 
at the inner side of the rod, and a finger tab 181c is 
provided on the gate portion to project rearwardly through 
the slot. The finger tab is adapted to be manually de 
pressed to move the gate portion away from the track 
portions of the rod for insertion and removal of the 
auxiliary carriers. The slide gate is also advantageously 
employed to releasably anchor the pulley housing in the 
rod and, for this purpose, the track wall portions 120a 
and 121a of the rod are formed with opposed notches 
184 and 84'. The end of the resilient plate 181 remote 
from the mounting rivet 167 is formed with a rearwardly 
extending tab 189, which tab has an outer end portion 
adapted to extend into the notches 484 and 184 to lock 
the pulley housing against movement in a direction length 
wise of the rod. The tab portion 189 has a reduced sec 
tion 189' (see FIG. 11), which reduced section is suffi 
ciently narrow to be received in the trackway of the 
rod. During assembly of the pulley housing in the rod, 
the tab 89 is lifted or moved away from the rear wall 
of the pulley housing until the reduced section 189' regis 
ters with the rod. At that time, the pulley housing can 
be moved along the trackway until the tab registers with 
the notches 184 and 184. The tab then Snaps into the 
notches and locks the pulley housing in position. A rein 
forcing tongue 190 is preferably formed on the pulley 
housing to overlie the tab 189 and reinforce the same. 
As shown in FIG. 11, the tongue 190 engages the inner 
side of the track wall portions to aid in spacing the pulley 
housing from the trackway. 
From the foregoing, it will be seen that the rail and 

bracket structure support the rod at the rear side of the 
rod so that the bracket is substantially concealed from 
view from in front of the rod and does not disrupt the 
appearance of the decorative face on the rod. Moreover, 
the bracket and rail structure is such that the rod is Sup 
ported above and closely adjacent the plane of the track 
way so that the weight of the draperies does not tend to 
cause the rod to swing relative to the bracket. In the 
embodiment of FIGS. 10-15, the rod is configured so as 
to enable roll forming the same out of strip stock and to 
enable telescoping of inner and outer similarly formed 
rod sections. Moreover, the pulley housing is anchored 
to the rod in such a manner that the downward pull on 
the pulley housing is transmitted to the brackets that 
engage the rail, and the pulley housing also underlies and 
supports the lower track wall so as to inhibit distortion 
of the trackway. 
What is claimed as new is: 
1. A support for draperies and the like comprising, an 

elongate tubular rod having rear wall means at the rear 
thereof and face wall means of generally U-shaped cross 
section defining the top, front and bottom of the rod 
member, said rear wall means including upper and lower 
generally coplanar track wall portions vertically spaced 
apart to define a longitudinally extending trackway there 
between at the rear side of the rod, drapery Support mem 
bers mounted in said trackway, said rod including means 
defining a longitudinally extending mounting rail means 
spaced above said trackway adjacent the plane of Said 
track wall portions, said mounting rail means having an 
enlarged rear rail portion and an intermediate rail por 
tion of relatively reduced vertical cross section forwardly 
of said rear rail portion, and bracket means having a 
mounting portion disposed rearwardly of the rod and 
upper and lower clamping portions at the forward end 
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of the mounting portion clampingly engaging said rail 
means and extending into said reduced intermediate por 
tion for supporting the rod at the upper rear side thereof 
and adjacent the plane of said rear wall portions. 

2. A support for draperies and the like in accordance 
with claim 1 wherein said mounting rail means includes 
an upwardly extending flange and a downwardly extend 
ing flange at the rear side of the rod defining said enlarged 
rear rail portion and spaced rearwardly from the plane 
of said rear wall portions. 

3. A support for draperies and the like in accordance 
with claim 1 wherein said rod includes: 

an outer thin-walled rod section having said face wall 
means, said rear wall means, and said rail means, 

and a relatively smaller inner thin-walled rod section 
shaped complementary to said outer rod section and 
telescopically extending thereinto, 

said inner wall section having its face wall means, rear 
wall means and rail means extending along the inner 
side of the face wall means, rear wall means and 
rail means respectively of the outer section. 

4. A support for draperies in accordance with claim 3 
wherein said upper and lower clamping portions of Said 
bracket means are adjustable relative to each other suffi 
cient to clamp the rail means on either the inner or the 
outer rod sections. 

5. A support for draperies and the like comprising, an 
elongate tubular rod having face wall means of generally 
U-shaped cross section defining the top, front and bottom 
thereof and rear wall means at the rear side of the rod, 
said rear wall means including lower and upper generally 
coplanar track wall portions vertically spaced apart to 
define a longitudinally extending trackway therebetween 
at the rear side of the rod, drapery support members 
mounted in said trackway for movement therealong, said 
rear wall means of said rod including a longitudinally 
extending rail means between the upper track wall por 
tion and the face wall means at the top of the rod, said 
rail means including an enlarged rear rail portion offset 
rearwardly from said upper track wall portion and an 
intermediate rail portion of relatively reduced croSS Sec 
tion and defining upper and lower grooves respectively 
opening upwardly and downwardly, and bracket means 
including a mounting portion disposed rearwardly of said 
rod and upper and lower clamping portions extending 
into said upper and lower grooves and clampingly engag 
ing said rail means for supporting the rod at the upper 
rear side thereof and adjacent the plane of said wall 
portions. 

6. A support for draperies and the like according to 
claim 5 including means on said rear wall means defining 
a rib below said lower track wall portion projecting rear 
wardly from the lower track wall portion a distance ap 
proximating the offset of said rear rail portion from said 
upper track wall portion. 

7. A support for draperies according to claim 5 where 
in said rear portion of said rail means has a generally up 
right rear rail face, said bracket means having an abut 
ment portion engaging said rear rail face. 

8. A support for draperies according to claim 5 where 
in said rear portion of said rail means has a generally up 
right rear rail face, said bracket means including a pair 
of legs laterally spaced apart in a direction lengthwise of 
said rail means and having front abutment faces engaging 
said rear rail face, one of said clamping portions com 
prising a first hook rigid with said legs, the other of said 
clamping portions comprising a second hook movably dis 
posed between said legs, and means for adjusting said 
second hook toward said first hook to clamp said rail 
means therebetween. 

9. A support for draperies and the like comprising an 
elongate rod including at least one rod section, said rod 
section having face wall means of generally U-shaped 
cross section defining the top, front and bottom of the rod 
section, said rod section having a lower rear wall means 
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10 
integrally joined to the bottom of the face wall means at 
the rear thereof and an upper rear wall means integrally 
joined to the top of the face wall means at the rear there 
of, said upper and lower rear wall means respectively 
having upper and lower track wall portions extending 
lengthwise thereof and spaced apart to define a longitudi 
nal trackway therebetween, a plurality of drapery support 
carriers mounted in the trackway for movement there 
along, said upper rear wall means also including an upper 
rail wall portion offset rearwardly from said upper track 
wall portion and upper and lower intermediate wall por 
tions respectively joining the upper and lower edges of 
the rail wall portion to the top of the face wall means 
and to the top of the upper track wall portion, at least 
one of said intermediate wall portions being disposed at 
an acute angle to said rail wall portion to define a groove 
forwardly of said rail wall portion, and bracket means 
having a mounting portion disposed rearwardly of said rod 
section and upper and lower clamping portions respec 
tively overlying the upper and lower intermediate wall 
portions of said rod section to engage and support the 
rod section at the upper rear side thereof. 

10. A support for draperies according to claim 9 
wherein said lower intermediate wall portion is disposed 
at an acute angle to said rail wall portion and said upper 
intermediate wall portion of said rod Section has an up 
wardly-opening generally V-shaped configuration to define 
an upwardly-opening groove for receiving the upper 
clamping portion. 

11. A support for draperies in accordance with claim 9 
including a pulley housing in said rod section in front 
of said upper and lower track wall portions, said pulley 
housing having an upper housing portion extending rear 
wardly of said upper track portion and overlying said 
lower intermediate wall portion. 

12. A support for draperies in accordance with claim 9 
wherein said lower rear wall means includes a lengthwise 
extending rib wall portion of U-shaped cross section 
projecting rearwardly from the lower track wall portion 
and opening inwardly of the rod, a pulley housing in the 
rod in front of said upper and lower track wall portions 
and having a lower housing portion extending rearwardly 
of said lower track wall portion into said rib wall portion 
and an upper housing portion extending rearwardly of 
said upper track wall portion in overlying relation to said 
lower intermediate wall portion. 

13. A support for draperies and the like comprising, 
an elongate tubular rod having face wall means of gen 
erally U-shaped cross section defining the top, front and 
bottom of the rod member and rear wall means at the 
rear side of the rod, said rear wall means including gen 
erally coplanar upper and lower track wall portions 
spaced apart to define a longitudinal trackway therebe 
tween, a plurality of drapery carriers mounted in the track 
way for movement therealong, said rear wall means also 
including upper and lower forwardly opening channel 
portions along the upper and lower edges of the upper 
and lower track wall portions respectively, drapery trav 
erse means including a pulley housing in the rod in front 
of the track portions, said pulley housing having upper 
and lower housing portions projecting rearwardly of the 
track portions into said upper and lower channel portions 
to aid in maintaining the track portions in proper spaced 
relation, and bracket means for supporting the rod. 

14. The combination of claim 13 wherein said bracket 
means has clamp means for clampingly engaging said 
upper channel portion. 

15. A support for draperies and the like comprising a 
generally D-shaped elongate tubular member having an 
arcuate front wall and a generally upright rear wall, said 
rear wall having a longitudinal slot extending substantially 
the full length thereof; a rail on said rear wall spaced 
above said slot and having two opposite facing generally 
upright flanges, one of said flanges extending upwardly to 
a height not greater than the uppermost portion of said 
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tubular member, said rail attached to said rear wall by 
two spaced web members; a bracket for supporting the 
tubular member and including a generally upright portion 
for lying contiguous to a mounting surface, a horizontally 
disposed arm and relatively movable fingers attached to 
the arm and clampingly engaging the rail whereby the 
bracket is behind the tubular member and substantially 
hidden thereby; and a plurality of holders each including 
a body slidably received on said slot for movement past 
the bracket and a head portion inside the tubular mem 
ber and longer than the slot to retain the body on the slot. 

16. A support for draperies and the like comprising 
an elongate tubular member having face wall means of 
generally U-shaped cross section defining the top, front, 
and bottom of the rod member and rear wall means at 
the rear of the rod member having upper and lower por 
tions spaced apart to define a longitudinal slot extending 
generally the full length of the tubular member, rail means 
on the upper rear wall portion and adjacent the intersec 
tion of the upper rear wall portion and the top wall, said 
rail means extending generally the full length of the tubu 
lar member and including a rearwardly extending por 
tion and a downwardly extending portion at the rear end 
of the rearwardly extending portion, said downwardly ex 
tending portion spaced from the rear wall and having its 
lower extremity above said slot, bracket means for clamp 
ingly engaging the rail means to support the tubular mem 
ber and including a lower clamping portion engaged 
with the downwardly extending portion of the rail means, 
said lower portion having an upwardly extending end 
portion disposed in front of the downwardly extending 
portion of the flange means, said bracket means including 
an upper clamping portion overlying the lower portion 
and engaging the top side of the rail means, the lower ex 
tremity of the bracket means being disposed above said 
slot, and a plurality of holders slidably mounted in said 
slot for movement past the bracket means. 

17. A support for draperies and the like comprising an 
elongate rod including an outer thin-walled rod section 
and an inner thin-walled rod section shaped comple 
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mentary to the outer rod section and telescopically ex 
tending thereinto, each rod section having face wall means 
of generally U-shaped cross-section defining the top, front 
and bottom of the rod section, said rod sections each 
having a lower rear wall means integrally joined to the 
bottom of its face wall means at the rear thereof and an 
upper rear wall means integrally joined to the top of its 
face wall means at the rear thereof, said upper and lower 
rear wall means of each rod section respectively having 
upper and lower track wall portions extending lengthwise 
thereof and spaced apart to define a longitudinal trackway 
therebetween, a plurality of drapery support carriers 
mounted in the trackway for movement therealong, said 
upper rear wall means of each rod section also includ 
ing an upper rail wall portion offset rearwardly from the 
upper track wall portion and upper and lower intermedi 
ate wall portions respectively joining the upper and lower 
edges of the rail wall portion to the top of its face wall 
means and to the top of the upper track wall portion, 
at least one of said intermediate wall portions of each 
rod Section being disposed at an acute angle to its rail 
portion to define a groove forwardly of its rail wall por 
tion, and at least one bracket means having a mounting 
portion disposed rearwardly of one of said rod sections 
and upper and lower clamping portions respectively over 
lying the upper and lower intermediate wall portions of 
said one of said rod sections to engage and support that 
rod Section at the upper rear side thereof. 
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