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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, WILLIAM G. ALGEO,
Sr., and WILLIAM G. ALGEO, Jr., of Roches-
ter, in the county of Beaver and State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and nseful Im-
provement in Inside Finish for Coffins and
Caskets; and we do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereof, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawing making a part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a casket
embodying our invention. Fig. 2 is a view of
the top. Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal sec-
tion, and Fig. 4 a vertical transverse section.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts

in each.
. Our invention relates to the manner of fin-
ishing burial-caskets and coffins; and it con-
sists in providing the edges of the sides with
a separate rim or finish, which is the detached
base rim of the top, said rim projecting in-
wardly sufficiently far to give support to the
lining, but not to such an extent as would nar-
row the ecasket, and projecting ontwardly, so
that the upper faces of the finish or rim may
be thickened up and molded and rabbeted, for
the purpose of guiding the top to its seat, and
for ornamentation.

Heretofore, in the manufacture of wooden
coffins, the edge of the coffin or casket upon
which the top rested has generally been made
plain, so that when the top was removed the
body of the coffin had a box-like appearance,
unfinished, and often uneven. It is the ob-
Jject of the present invention to overcome such
objectionablefeatures by surmounting the body
of the casket or coffin with a separate rim,
which is, in fact, therim or base of the top de-
tached from the top, and connected with the
case, so that, though serving as a finish to the
casket when the top isremoved, yet, when the
top is replaced, the whole presents the appear-
ance of the ordinary casket or coffin.

In the drawing referred to, A represents
the coffin or casket, provided with the top B.
The edges of the body A are capped by arim,
@, extending entirely around tvhe edge, and
made to project beyond the, outside edges,
projecting inward sufficiently far to give at-
tachment to the lining, but not sufficient to
narrow the casket. Thisrim ¢is permanently
connected to the case A, and is thickened up
at the point @' or inner edge, so as to be molded,
as shown in the drawing, or otherwise orna-
mented, and is also rabbeted at a?, to receive
the top B and guide it to its seat. The top B
is devoid of the usual base rim, butis rabbeted
at b to correspond with the rim a, so that when
the top is in position the rim ¢ will appear to
be a part of the top B. The top may be faced
at b, or where it comes in contact with case
A, with cloth or similar material, so as to
deaden the noise thatis sometimes made when
the top is placed on the casket. The top may
be secured in the usual manner.

The casket or coffin is of wood, and con-
structed in the ordinary way, except in so far
as above specified.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

In combination with a wooden coffin, a sep-
arate rim-piece, «, secured to the coffin-edge,
projecting inwardly to afford support for the
lining, and having upon its inner edge an up-
wardly-projecting flange, molded or otherwise
ornamented upon its interior, and rabbeted or
perpendicular- upon its exterior side to hold
the cover, substantially as specified.

In testimony whereot we, the said WILLIAM
G. ALGEO, Sr., and WiLLIAM G. ALGEO, Jr.,
have hereunto set our hands.

WILLIAM G. ALGEO, Sr.
WILLIAM G. ALGEO, Jr.
‘Witnesses:
F. W. Ri11ER, Jr.,
T, B. KERR.




