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Fig. 1

(57) Abstract: A pack for smoking articles comprises an
outer shell comprising opposing front and back major pan-
els, two opposing minor side panels, and opposing first
and second ends; and an inner tray located within the outer
shell and slidable along an axis directed between the first
and second ends. The inner tray includes a base adjacent
and parallel to the back major panel of the outer shell and
a bottom edge adjacent to the first end of the outer shell
when the pack is fully closed. The first end of the outer
shell is contigured to prevent the inner tray emerging from
the outer shell at the first end, and the second end is open
to permit the inner tray to emerge from the outer shell at
the second end. The pack includes a stop mechanism to
prevent withdrawal of the inner tray from the second end
of the outer shell past a predetermined limit. The outer
shell includes an aperture which allows a user to push the
inner tray out of the outer shell through the second end.
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PACKET

Field of the invention

The invention relates to packaging for smoking articles, such as cigarettes. In
particular the invention relates to packaging smoking articles in a shell and slider type

packet.

Background to the invention

Cigarette packs having an outer shell and inner tray or slider are well-known, see for
example the following patent applications: UK patent GB 166861, UK patent GB
2115386, US patent US 5,080,227, PCT patent application WO 2004/024595, PCT
patent application WO 2005/090172, PCT patent application WO 2004 /063032 and
PCT patent application WO 2007/065514.

In some existing packs, the outer shell is open at one end. The contents of the inner
slider, usually cigarettes, may be accessed by inserting a finger through an aperture in
the outer shell and pushing the inner slider to emerge through the open end of the
outer shell. When the inner slider emerges from the outer shell, the cigarettes can

then be removed from the inner slider.

Many existing packs also include some form of mechanism to restrict movement of
the inner slider within the outer shell. Such a mechanism prevents the inner slider

trom being completely removed from the outer shell.

It is desirable to provide a shell and slider combination that is easier to use and/or

morte robust than existing configurations.

Summary of the invention

One embodiment of the invention provides a pack for smoking articles comprising an

outer shell comprising opposing front and back major panels, two opposing minor
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side panels, and opposing first and second ends; and an inner tray located within the
outer shell and slidable along an axis directed between the first and second ends. The
inner tray includes a base adjacent and parallel to the back major panel of the outer
shell and a bottom edge adjacent to the first end of the outer shell when the pack is
tully closed. 'The first end of the outer shell is closed to prevent the inner tray
emerging from the outer shell at the first end, and the second end is open to permit
the inner tray to emerge from the outer shell at the second end. The pack includes a
stop mechanism to prevent withdrawal of the inner tray from the second end of the
outer shell past a predetermined limit. The outer shell includes an aperture that may
be disposed at the closed first end and extending round to an edge partway up the
back major panel. The aperture allows a user to push the inner tray out of the outer
shell through the second end. The bottom edge of the inner tray may be contigured
to substantially coincide with the edge of the aperture partway up the back major
panel when the inner tray has been withdrawn from the outer shell to said
predetermined limit. The aperture generally exposes the bottom edge (and at least part
of the bottom face) of the inner tray when the pack is closed. This then allows a user
to push on the bottom edge (and/or bottom face) to remove the innet tray from the
outer shell. This is generally easier than opening the pack by pushing on the base of

the inner tray itself (since the base is parallel to direction of motion of the inner tray).

Furthermore, because the aperture extends up the rear major panel of the outer shell,
the bottom edge and face of the inner tray remain directly accessible for pushing (until
the predetermined limit is reached). In other words, there is no need to extend a

tinger increasingly deeply into the cigarette pack in order to move the inner slider.

The length of the aperture along the back major panel of the outer tray can bebe
approximately the same (or slightly less than) the distance that the inner tray can slide
within the outer tray prior to reaching the predetermined limit. This helps to ensure
that the user action to open the pack terminates at or just before the predetermined

limit, and so reduces stress on the stop mechanism.

In one embodiment, the stop mechanism comprises an inwardly turned lip attached to

the front major panel of the outer shell, and a cover panel that extends over the base
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of the inner tray. The cover panel is attached to the base of the inner tray by
opposing side walls and an end wall to form a pocket for receiving smoking articles.
The cover panel abuts against the inwardly turned lip when the inner tray has reached
the predetermined limit of withdrawal from the outer shell. This arrangement for the
stop mechanism is relatively easy to manufacture and involves very little (if any)
modification to the basic design of the pack — e.g. even the inwardly turned lip on the

tront major panel might be provided anyway for aesthetic and wear reasons.

In one embodiment, the surface of the base of the inner tray which is exposed by the
aperture when the pack is closed is textured. This texturing makes it easier for a user
to slide the inner tray out of the outer shell by pushing on the base. The texturing
may be formed by embossing, debossing, roughening, or any other suitable

mechanism.

In one embodiment, the inner tray further comprises a top cover portion comprising
tirst and second panels. The first panel extends from the base at the opposite end to
said bottom edge, and the second panel extends from the first panel. The top cover
portion encloses the smoking articles within the pack when the pack is closed. The
tirst panel acts as the top end of the pack, while the second panel folds back inside the
outer shell towards the bottom edge when the pack is closed. The second panel is
larger than the first panel, so that the second panel can only be unfolded from the
closed position by sliding the inner tray out of the outer shell. This helps to prevent
the pack opening accidentally. In one embodiment, the inner tray is withdrawn from
the outer shell substantially to the predetermined limit before the top cover portion

can be moved away to allow access to the smoking articles held in the inner tray.

In one embodiment, the pack is relatively thin (regarding depth from front to back)
compared to a conventional hinged-lid pack. Note that the combination of outer shell
and inner tray for such a thin pack is helpful, since in contrast, a very thin
conventional hinged-lid pack may have interference problems with the lid opening

action.
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Another embodiment of the invention provides a set of blanks for forming such a

pack.

Brief description of the drawings

Embodiments of the invention will now be described, by way of example only, with

reference to the accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 shows a rear perspective view of a slide and shell pack according to an

embodiment of the invention when closed;

Figure 2 shows a rear perspective view of the outer shell of the pack shown in Figure
1;

Figure 3 shows another perspective view of the outer shell of the pack shown in
Figure 1;

Figure 4 shows a rear perspective view of the inner tray from the pack shown in

Figure 1 where the inner tray is closed;

Figure 5 shows a front perspective view of the inner tray from the pack shown in

Figure 1, where the cover flap is closed;

Figure 6 shows a front perspective view of the inner tray from the pack shown in

Figure 1, where the cover flap is open;

Figure 7 shows a rear perspective view of the pack of Figure 1 where the inner tray is

withdrawn from the outer shell and where the inner tray is closed;

Figure 8 shows a front perspective view of the pack of Figure 1 where the inner tray is

withdrawn from the outer shell and where the inner tray is open;

Figure 9A shows a blank suitable for making the outer shell of the pack as illustrated

in Figures 1 to 3, 7 and 8; and

Figure 9B shows a blank suitable for making the inner tray of the pack as illustrated in

Figures 1 and 4 to 8.
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Detailed description

Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a slide and shell pack 1 for smoking articles in

accordance with an embodiment of the invention. The pack 1 is viewed from the rear
in Figure 1. The pack 1 includes an outer shell 3, as shown separately in Figures 2 and
3, and an inner tray 5, as shown separately in Figures 4, 5 and 6. Smoking articles such

as cigarettes may be located in the inner tray 5.

Referring to Figures 1, 2 and 3, the outer container 3 has a generally rectangular shape
and includes a front major panel 2, a rear major panel 4 and two opposing minor side
panels 6, 8. The outer shell 3 further includes a bottom end panel 10. The top end of
the outer shell 3 (opposite the bottom end panel 10) is open to allow the inner tray 5

to be withdrawn from the outer shell 3.

In the embodiment shown, the rear edges of the outer shell 3 and the corresponding
edges of the inner tray 5 are sharp, whereas the front edges of the outer shell 3 and the
corresponding edges of the inner tray 5 are curved. It will be appreciated that in other
embodiments, the edges of the outer container 3 and inner tray 5 can be any suitable

shape, for example rounded, sharp or chamfered.

An aperture 12 in the outer shell 3 extends from the middle of the bottom panel 10
towards the edge where the bottom panel 10 joins the back major panel 4. The
aperture extends around this edge, and partway up the back major panel. The
aperture 12 provides an opening through which the inner tray 5 is exposed (as shown
in Figure 1). The exposed area allows a consumer to apply pressure and push the

inner tray 5 such that it emerges from the open end of the outer shell 3.

In the illustrated embodiment, aperture 12 occupies approximately the middle third of
the back major panel 4 and bottom panel in the width direction (with respect to
opposing side panels 6, 8). In the length direction, the aperture 12 commences in the
bottom end panel 10 about halfway between the edge with the front major panel 2
and the edge with the back major panel 4. The aperture 12 terminates approximately
40% of the way up the back major panel (from end panel 10 to the open end). It will

be appreciated that other embodiments may have other dimensions and spacings.
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In the embodiment shown in Figure 2, the outer shell 3 also includes an inwardly
turned lip 14 on the inside of the front panel 2. The inwardly turned lip 14 acts as a
stop to prevent the inner tray 5 from being fully withdrawn from the outer shell 3.
The interaction of the inwardly turned lip 14 and the inner tray 5 is described further

below with reference to Figure 8.

As shown in Figures 4, 5 and 6, the inner tray 5 is substantially rectangular in shape
and includes a base 7 and two opposing side panels 9, 11 which are perpendicular to
base 7. When the inner tray is inserted into the outer shell 3, the base 7 is adjacent
and parallel to rear major panel 4 of the outer shell, while opposing side panels 9 and
11 of the inner tray are adjacent and parallel to opposing side panels 6 and 8

respectively of the outer shell.

The inner tray 5 further includes a first cover portion comprising an end panel 15
attached to base 7 and a cover flap 17 attached to end panel 15. The first cover
portion acts as a lid when the assembled pack 1 is closed (when the inner tray 5 is

inside the outer shell as shown in Figure 1).

When the pack is closed, the end panel 15 is perpendicular to the base 7 (as shown in
Figure 5). The cover tlap 17 is perpendicular to the end panel 15, and is folded back
over, inside and parallel to the base 7 (and parallel and adjacent to the front major
panel 2 of the outer container 3). In this configuration, the end panel 15 covers and
acts to close the open end of the outer shell 3 with the inner tray 5 inside. The cover
tlap 17 helps to keep the end panel 15 closed. In particular, since the cover tlap 17 is
considerably longer than the end panel 15, the cover tlap 17 cannot be withdrawn
trom the outer shell 3 (it cannot clear the front major panel 2) unless the inner tray 5
slides upwards and out of the outer shell. Accordingly, the cover flap 17 helps to hold
the end panel 15 in place in the closed position, thereby retaining the cigarettes or

other smoking articles within pack 1.

When the inner tray 5 is (partly) withdrawn from the outer shell 3, this allows the
cover flap 17 to clear the front major panel 2 of the outer shell. The cover flap 17 and
the end panel 15 may now be rotated back away from base 7, for example to the

position shown in Figure 6, in which the base 7, end panel 15 and cover flap 17 are all
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aligned. This then enables a consumer to remove a cigarette or other product from

the inner tray 5.

The inner tray 5 further includes a second cover portion. The second cover portion
includes a bottom end panel 21, which is adjacent and parallel to the bottom end
panel 10 of the outer container 3 when the pack is closed. The second cover portion
turther includes opposing side panels 25, 27, which overlap and adhere to the side

panels 9 and 11 respectively.

The second cover portion further includes a cover panel 23 which spans opposing
side panels 25, 27, and also extends down to the bottom end panel 21. The cover
panel 23 extends just over half the height of the base 7 (from bottom end panel 21
towards the cover end panel 15). The cover panel 23 is parallel and adjacent to the
tront major panel 2 of the outer container 3 when the pack 1 is closed. The base 7,
cover panel 23, side panels 25, 27 and end panel 21 together form a pocket at the

bottom of the inner tray 5 for holding cigarettes or other content.

In the embodiment illustrated in Figure 4, the underside of base 7 (i.e. the side facing
the rear panel 4 of the outer container 3 when the pack is closed) includes a textured
region 29 that is embossed with ridges. When the pack is closed, textured region 29
coincides with the aperture 12 (as can be seen in Figure 1). The textured area 29
assists a consumer in pushing inner slider 5 out of the outer shell 3, in that it provides

better grip on (friction with) the base 7 to be pushed.

Pushing the inner slider 5 out of the outer shell 3 is also assisted in that aperture 12
extends into bottom end panel 10. This then allows a consumer to push directly
against bottom end panel 21 of the inner tray 5 to open the pack. This is generally
convenient and effective for a user, since bottom end panel 21 is perpendicular to the
direction of withdrawal (rather than parallel, as for base 7). Accordingly, a consumer
1s able to open the pack by sliding the inner tray out of the outer container without

undue effort.

Figures 7 and 8 are rear and front views respectively of the pack when the inner slider
1s partly withdrawn from the outer shell. In these views the pack is fully open, in that

the inner tray 5 is withdrawn to the maximum permitted extent from the outer
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container 3. (In Figures 7 and 8, the part of the inner tray 5 that remains inside the
outer shell 3 is shown in broken lines to help illustrate the position of the inner tray 5

relative to the outer shell 3 when the pack 1 is open).

When the inner tray 5 emerges from the open end of the outer shell 3, the contents in
the pack 1 can be accessed by lifting the cover tlap 17 of the first cover portion, as
described above. N.B Figure 7 depicts cover flap 17 still in the closed position, Figure

8 depicts cover flap 17 in the open position.

The inner tray is fully withdrawn from the outer container, as shown in Figures 7 and
8, when the top edge of cover panel 23 abuts against the lower edge of the inwardly
turned lip 14. This configuration acts as a stop mechanism to prevent the inner tray 5
trom being further extracted from the outer shell 3. Accordingly, the stop mechanism

ensures that the inner tray is not removed completely from outer shell 3.

Also in the open position, the bottom end of the inner tray 5, in particular bottom end
panel 21, is approximately coincident with the top of the aperture 12 —i.e. the portion
of aperture 12 furthest from the outer shell bottom end panel 10. This therefore
represents a natural limit for pushing the pack open. For example, if a finger is used
to push the bottom end panel 21 of the inner tray 5 upwards via aperture 12, the
tinger will now abut against the portion of the back panel 4 forming the (top) edge of
aperture 12. In other words, the length of aperture 12 along back panel 4 corresponds
approximately to the distance that inner tray 5 is allowed to slide within the outer
container 3 until the stop mechanism (lip 14 and cover panel 23) engages. This
configuration produces a more robust pack, in that a user cannot easily push against
the stop mechanism. Rather the stop mechanism and the edge of aperture 12 act
together to limit the motion of the inner slider out of the outer container. This helps

to protect the stop mechanism against weat and/or damage.

When closing the pack, the cover flap 17 portion is folded back over the contents, and
the inner tray is then pushed from the top end, such as end panel 15, to return the
inner tray to the closed position shown in Figure 1. In this action, the closed end of

the outer shell 3 acts as a stop to limit movement of the inner tray 5. In particular, the
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closed position is reached as bottom end panel 21 of the inner tray abuts against

bottom end panel 10 of the outer shell 3.

Although Figures 7 and 8 illustrate one particular stop mechanism to prevent the inner
tray 5 from being fully withdrawn from the outer shell 3, the skilled person will be
aware of other possible arrangements for the stop mechanism. For example the
inwardly turned lip could be provided on a different panel of the outer shell 3 from
front panel 2, and/or multiple inwardly turned lips and multiple corresponding stop
members may be used to form the stop mechanism. Nevertheless, having the lip just
on the front panel 2 has the advantage that it coincides with the direction of access to
the contents of the inner tray (and so neither the outer container nor the inner tray
extends further in this direction at the front of the pack). One possibility is that a
piece of card or the like could be fixed to the outside of one of the panels of the inner
tray 5 to engage with an inwardly turned lip or other structure on the inside of the

outer containet 3.

Figure 9A depicts a blank 30 suitable for making the outer shell 3 as illustrated in
Figures 1, 2, 3, 7 and 8 in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. The
blank 30 includes a first panel 31 that defines the front major panel 2 of the outer shell
3. The first panel 31 is joined by a scored fold line 1 at its top edge to a second
panel 32 that forms an inwardly turned lip 14 on the outer shell 3 and by a scored fold
line IF2 at its bottom edge to a third panel 33 that defines the bottom end panel 10 at
the closed end of the outer shell 3. The third panel 33 is joined at its bottom edge by
a scored fold line I3 to a fourth panel 34 that defines the rear major panel 4 of the
outer shell 3. The fourth panel 34 is joined at its bottom edge by a scored fold line 4
to a fifth (extension) panel 35 that defines a second inwardly turned lip on the outer
shell 3. (This second lip is to provide a smooth folded edge on the pack, rather than
acting as a stop mechanism). The fold lines IF1, IF2, I'3 and 4 are parallel to each
other. A hole or aperture 12 is cut through the blank 30. Aperture 12 extends from
the third panel 33, across fold line '3, into the fourth panel 34 of the blank 30.

The fourth panel 34 is joined by a scored fold line I5 to a sixth panel 36 and by a
scored fold line T'6 to a seventh panel 37. The fold line I5 is parallel to fold line 6.
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The sixth panel 36 and seventh panel 37 define opposing side panels 8 and 6
respectively of the outer shell 3. An eighth panel 38 and a ninth panel 39 are joined by
scored fold lines I'7 and I8 to the sixth and seventh panels 36, 37 respectively. In the
assembled pack, the eighth and ninth panels 38, 39 each overlaps on the inside of
third panel 33 (bottom end panel 10 of the outer shell 3) to facilitate attaching the side
panels 6, 8 of the outer shell 3 to the bottom end panel 10 (closed end) of the outer
shell 3. A tenth panel 40 and an eleventh panel 41 are joined by a scored region S1, 82
respectively to opposing sides of the first panel 31. In the erected outer shell 3, scored
regions S1 and S2 each defines a rounded edge on the front of the outer shell 3. The
tenth panel 40 and the eleventh panel 41 help to form opposing side panels 8, 6 of the
outer shell 3. In particular, in the erected outer shell 3, the tenth panel 40 overlaps the
sixth panel 36 and the eleventh panel 41 overlaps the seventh panel 37 to define the

opposing side panels 8 and 6 respectively of the outer shell 3.

Figure 9B shows a blank 50 suitable for making the inner tray 5 as illustrated in
Figures 1, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 in accordance with one embodiment of the invention. The
blank 50 includes a first panel 51 that defines the cover flap 17 of the first cover
portion of the inner tray 5. The first panel 51 is joined by a scored fold line 10 along
its bottom edge to a second panel 52 that defines the top end panel 15 of the first
cover portion of the inner tray 5. The second panel 52 is joined by a scored fold line
IF12 to a third panel 53 that defines the base 7 of the inner tray 5. The third panel 53
is joined by a scored fold line 13 to a fourth panel 54 that defines the bottom end
panel 21 of the second cover portion. The fourth panel 54 is joined by 2 scored fold
line 14 to a fifth panel 55 that defines the cover panel 23 of the second cover portion
of the inner tray 5. The fold lines IF10, F12, F'13 and I'14 are parallel to each other.

The third panel 53 is joined by a scored fold line I'15 to a sixth panel 56 and by a
scored fold line 16 to a seventh panel 57. The fold line IF15 is parallel to fold line
IF16. The sixth panel 56 and seventh panel 57 define opposing side panels 11 and 9
respectively of the inner tray 5. An eighth panel 58 and a ninth panel 59 are joined by
scored fold lines I'17 and FF18 to the sixth and seventh panels 56, 57 respectively. The
eighth and ninth panels 58, 59 each overlaps on the inside of the fourth panel 54

(corresponding to the bottom end panel 21 of the inner tray 5) to facilitate attaching,
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e.g. by adhesive, the side panels 11 and 9 of the inner tray 5 to the bottom end panel

of the second cover portion of the inner tray 5.

A tenth panel 60 and an eleventh panel 61 are joined by respective scored regions S11
and S12 to the fifth panel 55. The tenth panel 60 and the eleventh panel 61 define
opposing side panels 27 and 25 respectively of the inner tray 5. The scored regions
S11 and S12 each define a rounded edge at the front of the second cover portion of
the inner tray 5. In the erected inner tray 5, the tenth panel 60 overlaps the sixth
panel 56 and the eleventh panel 61 overlaps the seventh panel 57 to define the
opposing side panels 27 and 25 respectively of the pocket formed at the bottom of the

inner tray.

The third panel 53 includes a textured region 29 close to the fourth panel 54. The
textured region 29 defines a tactile region that is exposed through the aperture 12 in
the erected and assembled pack 1 as shown in Figure 1. It will be appreciated that the
textured region 29 may be made by any suitable method, such as embossing,
debossing, delaminating the surface, etc., in order to provide improved contact

between a finger or thumb and the base 7 of the inner tray 5.

In one embodiment, the pack described herein is relatively thin compared to
conventional hinged-lid packs. For example, the dimensions of the outer shell are

approximately as follows:

length (from top to bottom): 86mm

width (from one side panel to the other side panel): 59mm

depth (from front to back): 12mm.

It is relatively difficult to make such a thin pack —i.e. with the low depth dimension —
according to a traditional pattern for a hinged-lid carton because of potential

interference with the lid opening action.

The skilled person will be aware of various modifications that may be made to the
embodiments described above and although the invention has been described by way
of example in relation to a thin cigarette pack, it can be embodied in any of the usual

pack and carton configurations used for cigarettes and similar smoking articles, for
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example standard square corner, twenties, tens and other sized packs. As used herein

the term pack is intended to include a carton.

Furthermore, although the stop mechanism is described embodied as an inwardly
turned lip 14 that is attached to the major front panel that cooperates with cover
portion on the inner tray, these features can be embodied on one or more other
panels of the pack to provide the stop mechanism. For example the inwardly turned
lip could be provided on one or more of the minor side panels 6, 8 to abut against

portions of the inner tray.

Also the configuration of the inner tray can be modified to make the cover flap
shorter so that the cigarettes in the pack are readily exposed as the pack is opened.
Furthermore the length of the cover panel 23 can be made shorter to extend the
length of the inner tray that can protrude from the outer shell before being stopped by

the stop mechanism.

Further, the aperture need not extend over both the second end panel and the major

back panel but could be disposed in solely either one of these panels.

Accordingly, the scope of the present invention is defined by the appended claims and

their equivalents.
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Claims

1. A pack for smoking articles comptising:
an outer shell compdsing opposing front and back major panels, rwo opposing
minor side panels, and opposing first and sccond ends; and
5 an inner tray located within the outer shell and slidable along an axis directed
between the first and second ends, the inner tray including’a base adjacent and parallel
0 the back-major panel of the outer shell and a bottom edge adjacent to the first ¢nd of
the outer shell when the pack is fully closed;
wherein the first end of the outer shell is configured ro prevent the inner tray
10 cmeiging from the outer shell at the first end, and the second end is open to permit the
inner tay to emetge from the outer shell at the second end;
wherein said pack includes a stop mechanism to prevent withdrawal of the inner
tray from the second cad of the outer shell past a predetermined limit; and
wherein the outer shell includes an apecture fo allow to  a user to push the
15 inner tray out of the ourer shell through the second end untl stopped by the stop

mechanism,

2. A pack according ro claim 1 whetein the aperture is disposed at leasr in the

major back panel of the outer shell.

20 3. A pack according ro claim 1 or 2 wherein the aperture is disposed at least in the

closed first end of the outer shell.

4, A pack according to claim 3 wherein the aperrure exrends round to an edge
partway up the back major panel, and whetetn the bottom edge of the inner tray
subsrantally coincides with the cdge of the 'ch.rturc. pattway up the back major pancl
when the inner tray has been withdrzwn from the outer shell to said predetermined
limit,

53 A pack aécording to any preceding claim, wherein the stop mechanism includes
30 atleast one an inwardly turned lip arrached to at least one of the panels of the outer

shell to limir ourward movement of the inner tray.

RECTIFIED SHEET (RULE 91)
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G. A pack according to claim 5 whercin the inwardly turned lip is atrached to the
front major panel of the outer shell which aburs against 4 cover panel that forms part of
the inner tray, when the innet tray has reached said predetermined limit of withdrawal

from the outer shell.

7. A pack according to Clatm 6, wherein the cover panel is coupled to the base of

the inner tray to form a pocket for receiving smoking articles.

8. A pack according to any onc of the preceding claims, wherein the aperture
exposes the bottom edge of the inner tray when the pack is closed, thereby allowing a

uset to push on the bottom edge to remove the inner way from the outer shell.

9. A pack according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the surface of the
basc of the inner tay cxposed through said aperture when the pack is closed, is

textured.

10. A pack according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the inner reay
furthet comprises 2 top cover portion comprising first and second panels, whetein the
fitst panel extends from the opposite end of the base o said bottom edge, and whercin
the second pancl extends from the first panel, said top cover pordon enclosing the

smoking arricles within the pack when the pack is closed.

11. A pack according to claim 10, wherein the sccond panel folds back inside the
outet shell rowards the bottom edge when the pack is closed such thar the second panel

can only be unfolded by sliding the inner tray ouc of the outer shell.

12. A pack according to any preceding claim, containing smoking articles.

13, A set of one or more blanks for forming the pack as claimed in any preceding

claim.

14. A set of blanks according to Claim 9, comprising two blanks, wherein a first

blank provides the outet shell and 2 second blank provides the inmer tray.

15, A pack for smoking articles as hereinbefore described and with reference to the

accompanying drawings.

RECTIFIED SHEET (RULE 91)
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16. A set of blanks as hereinbefore described and with reference to Figures 9A and
9B,

17. A blank for forming the outer shell of a pack as claimed in any one of claims 1

o 13 comptising a singl‘e sheet of material including a first panel for defining the majot -
fronr panel pottion, a second panel extending along a side of the fitst panel for being
folded inwardly to provide a stop for the innet tray, side panel portions e:&tcsndjng along
opposite sides of the major front panel portion and delineated therefrom by fold lines,

2 major rear panel portion, a base portion between the major panel portions and
deliveared therefrom by fold lines, and an apettute in at least one of the base portion
and the major reat portion to provide access to slide the inner tray in the outer shell

when assembled.

18. A blank according to claim 17 including periphetal side panel porrions on
opposire sides of the major rear panel portion and delineared therefrom by fold lines,
the peripheral side panel portions together with the panel pottions on the front majot
surface being alignable to provide said side panels of the ourer shell; with curved front

edges.

19. A blank for forming the inner tay of a pack as claimed in any one of claims 1 to
13, comprising a si.ﬁglc-: sheet of material that includes a panel portion thar defines the
base of the tray, with opposed peripberal panel portions joined by fold lines to the base
panel pordon 50 as to define side panels for the tray, a botrom panel portion coupled
by 2 fold line to the base panel portion, and a cover pottdon coupled by a fold Line to

the hortom portion and having a smaller length dimension than the base panel pottion.
20. A blank as claimed in claim 17 together with 2 blank as claimed in claim 19.

21. A method of fabricating a pack comptising folding the blanks claimed in claim
20 to form the pack claimed in claim 1.
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