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3 Claims.

Tms invention relates to strainer bowl braces .
and has for its object to so form, ' mount and
secure. said braces that the several elements

.. thereof ‘will be incapable of relatwe movement
5 and will completely brace and support each other.
Among its other objects the present invention
attaﬂns a more rigid and substantial brace, great-
er protection for the strainer bowl, and a gener- -
al maintenance of the shape and appearance of
the entire structure.
- With the above and cther objects in view, as
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will be apparent, this invention consists in the -

construction, combination and arrangement of
parts, all as hereinafter more fully. described,
claimed and illustrated in - the accompanying
drawing, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a bottom plan view of a strainer illus-
trating the present brace - structure embodied
therein,

Fig. 2 is a section through the brace, being
taken along line 2—2 of Fig, 1,

Fig. 3 is a similar section taken at right angles
to that of Fig. 2 along line 3—3 of Fig. 1, and

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the interior of
the brace structure disclosing the cooperation be-
tween the crossed elements or members thereof.

Heretofore, strainers, consisting of a wire cloth
strainer bowl, secured at its edge portion to a
strainer frame which is usually provided with a
support, such as a handle, have had braces close-
ly following the external contour of the bowl,
extending from one point on the strainer frame
to a diametrically opposed point thereon, said
- braces crossing each other at the approximate
"85 center of the bowl but not having any intercon-
© ¢ nection one with the other at the point of cross-
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ing. Consequently, the crossed brace member or °

elements fail to act as braces for each other, and
any one of them may be bent, twisted or warped
out of shape without materially affecting the
others, frequently resulting in the denting or dis-
tortion of the strainer bowl.  Furthermore, the
.. crossed elements of these prior bowl braces can
and do move relatively one to the other, thereby
causing the extremities thereof to become loos-
ened with respect to, and sometimes completely
disengaged from, said frame,

The present invention is confined to the con-
struction and cooperation of the brace elements
or members and has in view a . construction
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wherein each brace element or member braces. .

and. supports its companion or cooperating ele-
ments or members, thereby preventing the inde- .
pendent bending, twisting or distortion of any

55 one brace member or element. PFurthermore, the

(Ol 210—155)

several  elements or members of the braces are
immovable relatively and. hence, the extremitfies
thereof, attached to the strainer frame, have
no play or movement relative to said frame and
no tendency to be loosened or disengaged there- 5
from as a result of such movement. Thus, by
the use of the present invention, the entire strain-
er structure is improved and strengthened.
Reierence being had more particularly to the
drawing, {0 denotes a metallic strainer frame of
any desirable shape and size to which is attached
a wire cloth strainer bowl 11 here shown as hem-
ispherical. = The edge portion of the bowl Ii:is
fixedly attached to the strainer frame. {0 in any
suitable manner, such for instance, by a seam. 19
The foregoing described strainer structure is
given as an example of one type of construction
and as it forms no part of the present invention
and therefore, may be changed, altered, modified
or completely departed from, without affecting in
any manner the spirit and scope hereof.
Operating over and against the exterior sur-
face of the bowl il are two or more brace ele-
ments or members {8, each of which is g relative-
ly long, narrow, metallic strip bent or curved to
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follow closely the exterior contour of the bowl

{i.. Each of these brace elements or members
13 extend from a point one side of the frame {0
to g diametrically opposed point on the frame and
cross each other at the approximate center of
the bowl tl. The extremities of the brace ele-
ments or members 13 are permanently secured to
the frame 10 at the points where they join it in
any suitable manner, as for instance, by the re-
bent portions or hooks 14 at the extremities. of
the elements or members 3, folded or engaged
in the seams,

At the point where the brace elements or mem-
bers 13 cross, the usual relative positions thereof
are reversed by the present arrangement, i. e.
the brace element or member 13 which hereto-
fore has lain or been situated adjacent or against
the outer surface of the bowl 11 is herein some-.

-what removed therefrom"while the member or

element 13 heretofore crossing exteriorly of the
first member or element herein: lies or is situated -
adjacent or against the outer surface of the bowl.
This is accomplished by folding what would here-
tofore have been the outer brace element or mem-
ber {3 but which herein is actually the inner
element or member lying against or adjacent the
outer face of the bowl 11, upon itself to form a
loop 15 having ends or clips 18, said loop and
clips. snugly and  closely embracing the com-
panion brace element or member 13 at the ap-
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proximate center of its length. The clips 16 of
the loop. I8 are located between the exterior sur-
face of the strainer bowl {1l and the inner sur-~
face of the complemental element or brace 183,
Upon each side of the loop 15 the unlooped ele-
ment or member 18, which is here the outer ele-
ment or member 13, is bent angularly, as at 17,
to create a pair of outwardly extending spaced
shoulders, said shoulders defining an indentation

in which the inwardly folded clips 16 of the cross-

ing strip are snugly seated for engaging the edges

-of the unlooped element.
From the foregoing, it is manifest that a single, -

unitary brace, consisting of two or more elements
or members {3 which cross each other at the

" approximate center of the strainer bowl, is pro-
-vided by the present invention. It is also appar-
‘ent that these elements or members I3 are in-

capable of relative movement, the loop I8 and
clips i85 stopping relative movement in one direc-
tion and the shoulders 17 stopping it in the op-=
posite or transverse direction. The brace mem-
bers or eclements {3 brace, reinforce and support

_each other and consequently better protect and

brace the bowl [{ than would two or more un-
connected 1elat1ve1y movable brace elements or
membexs

' 2,190,087

What is claimed is:

1. A brace for strainer bowls or the like, con-
sisting of a pair of crossed. strips, one of said
strips being folded upon itself to provide clips for
engaging the edges. of the other strip at the
point of crossing, and shoulders on the latter

‘strip lying against the lateral edges of said clip

in the first strip.

2. A brace for strainer bowls or the like, in-
cluding a relatively narrow metallic strip bent or
curved to follow closely the exterior contour of
a strainer bowl, a relatively narrow metallic strip
bent or curved to follow closely the exterior con-
tour of a strainer bowl and crossing exteriorly
of the first strip, outwardly bent shoulders formed
in the first strip at the point of crossing with the
exteriorly ‘crossing- strip, and inwardly folded
clips formed in the exteriorly crossing strip snug-
ly seated in the indentation in the first strip de~

. fined . by said’'shoulders for engaging the edges of

the first strip.

3. A brace for strainer bowls or like devices,
includinhg a number of crossed strips, each of the
strips being, shaped or formed to provide means
at the point of crossing of said strips for inter-
locking said strips with each other to prevent
relative movement in all directions.

JOSEPH G. JACKSON.
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