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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM S. McRAY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cos-
mopolis, in the county-of Chehalis and State
of Washington, have invented new and use-
fulImprovementsin Display Racks or Stands,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in display racks or
shelves, one object being to provide a rack or
stand with shelves which are arranged on op-
posite sides of a top, said shelves being con-
nected to supporting bars or legs in such a
manner that the elevation of the shelves may
be varied and at all times will be maintained
parallel with the top, to which the support-
ing-legs are secured.

A further object is to provide means
whereby the side sections will be maintained
at the same angle with respect to the top,
which means includes a two-part locking-
brace which codperates with the sections to
maintain the shelves horizontal or parallel
with the top piece.

The invention consists in the construection
and organization of the parts, as will be here-
inafter set forth. .

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a display-rack with
shelves constructed in accord with my inven-
tion. Fig. 2is an inverted plan view, partly

in section, the section being taken through

the legs beneath the shelves to which the
brace is attached; and Fig. 3 is a detail sec-
tional view on the line 3 3.of Fig. 1.

The upper or top shelf A is rectangular,
and to the longer edges there are pivoted the
upper ends of the supporting-bars B B, there
being four similar bars on eachside. Tothe
supporting-bars at equal distance from each
other are attached, by means of bolts or

" screws b b, shelves C, which shelves increase
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in length from the top one downward, so that
the supporting-bars which are attached to the
shelves will converge from their lower ends
to the top. It will be notéd -that on. each
side of the transverse center of the top the
supporting-bars and shelves are of like con-
struction and that when the inclination of
the supporting-bars is changed the shelves
will be kept parallel with the top or hori-

zontal, if the floor is level. In such struc-
tures there is nothing to prevent the legs or
supporting-bars being placed at different an-
gles, which would cause an inclination of the
top and shelves. To overcome such objec-
tion, I attach to the intermediate shelves C’
C'" locking bars or braces D D', one of the
bars having a dovetailed tenon-d and the
other one a dovetailed recess d', the tenon
and recess extending to points near the outer
edges of the shelves C' C", so that the ends
of the slide-bars may abut against the ends
of the mortise and tenon. The slide-bars D
D’ are held in frictional contact with each
other and operate to keep the side sections
at the same inclination, as well as preventing
them from spreading. The construction is
such that as soon as the parallelism of the
shelves is varied the bars lock and prevent
one section movingirrespective of the other.
The rack can be extended or closed by ap-
plying pressure thereto on the same horizon-
tal plane. One of the slide-bars may be pro-
vided with a set-secrew e for increasing the
friction between the bars or for positively
locking them when desired, and if a movable
rack or frame is wanted casters can be at-
tached to the lower ends of the legs or sup-
porting-bars. ,

.Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

. 1. A display-rack comprising a top shelf,
side sections consisting of shelvesand diverg-

ing bars to which the shelves are pivoted, the

upper ends of the bars of each side section
being pivoted to the top shelf ‘on opposite
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sides of the transverse center of said shelf, -

and bars whichare in sliding engagement one
with the other to be maintained in line with
each other, the sliding bars being rigidly at-
tached to corresponding shelves of the oppo-
site side sections, substantially as shown.

2. In adjustable shelves, in combination
with a fop or rectangular upper shelf, of two
similarly-constructed side sections each see-
tion having parallel supporting-legs which
are pivoted at their upper ends to the upper
shelf, shelves which are pivoted to the legs,
and slide-bars which engage one with the
other, said slide-bars being rigidly attached
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to opposite shelves, to insure a correspond-
inginelination of each section, substantially
as shown.

3. A display-rack comprising side sections
having parallel side bars and shelves which
are pivoted to their respective side bars, a top
shelf to which the side barsare pivoted, slide-
bars rigidly attached to opposite shelves to be
maintained in alinement one with the other,
onoe of the shelves and the slide-bar attached
thereto having a dovetailed recess, the other
shelf and its slide-bar on its opposite side
having a dovetailed tenon, and a clamping
means carried by one of the bars io engage
the other one, substantially as shown and for
the purpose set forth.
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4. In adjustable shelves, similar side see-
tions consisting of movable shelves and sup-
porting-bars, a top piece to which both of the
side sections are attached, an intermediate
shelf of each section carrying a bar, one of
said bars and the shelf to which it is attached
having a dovetailed recess the opposite shelf
and bar having a dovetailed tenon, for the
purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in preseunce of two subseribing wit-

nesses.
WILLIAM S. McRAY.
Witnesses:
LEwis M. ROSER,
W. S. MCLAUGHLIN.
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