USOORE44748E

US RE44,748 E

as United States

(12) Reissued Patent (10) Patent Number:

Allen (45) Date of Reissued Patent: *Feb. 4, 2014
(54) MEDICAL BENEFITS PAYMENT SYSTEM (56) References Cited
. . U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
(71) Applicant: StoneEagle Services, Inc., Richardson,
TX (US) 5,590,196 A 12/1996 Moreau
5,677,955 A 10/1997 Doggett et al.
. 5,832,460 A 11/1998 Bednar et al.
(72) Inventor: Robert M. Allen, Richardson, TX (US) 5.890.129 A 3/1999 S;ur;;l
6,003,007 A 12/1999 DiRienzo
(73) Assignee: StoneEagle Services, Inc., Richardson, 6,343,310 B1*  1/2002 DiRienzo ....c..cccoovvrnnce 709/200
TX (US 7,380,707 Bl 6/2008 Fredman
Us) 7,383,223 Bl 6/2008 Dilip et al.
7,434,729 B2* 10/2008 Cracchiolo et al. ........... 235/380
(*) Notice:  This patent is subject to a terminal dis- 7,590,557 B2* 9/2009 Harrisonetal. .............. 705/26
lai 7,752,134 B2 7/2010 Spear
claimer. 7,792,749 B2 9/2010 Ganesan
7,853,524 B2 12/2010 Kight et al.
(21) Appl. No.: 13/715,053 8,204,766 B2 6/2012 Bush
) (Continued)
(22) Filed: Dec. 14, 2012
Related U.S. Patent Documents FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Reissue of: EP 1049056 11/2000
(64) Patent No.: 7,792,686 OTHER PUBLICATIONS
Issued: Sep. 7,2010 - . . )
Petition for Covered Business Method Review as filed with the
Appl. No.: 11/566,930 United States Patent Trial and Appeal Board In re Post-Grant Review
Filed: Dec. 5, 2006 of corresponding U.S. Patent No. RE43,904 on Aug. 19, 2013.

U.S. Applications:
(63) Continuation of application No. 13/358,620, filed on
Jan. 26, 2012, now Pat. No. Re. 43,904.

(Continued)

Primary Examiner — Hiep V Nguyen
(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm — Anton J. Hopen; Andriy
Lytvyn; Smith & Hopen, P.A.

(51) Imt.ClL
G06Q 10/00 (2012.01) (57) ABSTRACT
(52) US.CL A method of facilitating payment of health care benefits to on
USPC ..ccveveieenn 705/2; 709/200; 235/380; 705/17 behalf of a payer comprising the step of electronically trans-
(58) Field of Classification Search mitting a stored-value card account payment of the authorized

USPC
See application file for complete search history.

benefit amount concurrently with an explanation of benefits.
24 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets

Toabhe.  £8§ TXONNAZE

&

ABC Coupuy

i 125 MAN 1. ba¥e 1061888
Funding Account for Card Processor DALLAS TX DI . gt e
Plan Sponscr Account Benefit Payment 3 4
: : Funds Loaded Attention: %&%&%ﬁ "
onto Gredit Card ROBERT ALLEN i vl w0
perer B AT
7 pvporsivs ; 5205 4350 0000 D188 9 i st rcii
TIADS, TaaT [ nated oo o it skt of o o,
Card No. ! Santac
i BaRizIL
Funds for CWV No.— sy sl
Haalth Claims Expiration o
Authorization for ABT COMEYNY 5, [XPLAATIGHSIF CEWEF 6 F——
Transfer of Funds 40 140 R Sreren. ’ e Bmvar wivw
RRGREETRIY (G 56 TP FANY 2 AlEGTA0 M3 Cumps:  TEGT
,,,,,,,, Yy | o ‘PREVDER SUBMARY Ehimeni:
r . Bag | TEST
| Imags Fits e T renticns 174
08— ot T e Tou
| - SEMTIED BE PRIVIER | —

50 L -

Administrator

e
CWTER LRT R APTCIH
CFSINACE L0UE TWEUFSERACE  CHARGES  AMOUR GO purogwy  DEOUDT GORMY  BG.BE %

PATIENT ROLCUNT #: ATIENT. M8 TEST

1 AR « M) A3 DEACE VINT R 0585 082 2E0 T2 an am
Plan Sponsor 3 TSR 9% W W I W em [
for Insured Benefil Claim AT RS -
30 Payment and EQB
20

PAMENT ACEUHT #: PATIEWT: JAMES YEST RIS P2ESSPIRTCONNES
1 I - SDNE BS1S FFACE VIRTPRES [3:1 S09AY o D ARG & W o]
210 IS0 M0ie FRSEVITDHYS 0% 20042 0% I b om on

PR, DISGUUNT MR Y NOY BE BALARCE BILED

5 IVE - WER W29 OFRSEVERITPRTS L SRz nae £ne 0BG 5 00 -3
er PO IAME desa ORSTVETRNE A GO 03 O o 00N o022
DD eGNm Mmng GPRCEUSTEING 02 0@ Gh 00 &m om o FEY
3 i3 | wasee CPRGEVEITBINE AR e SN 6 e om am pey
7 i DNMG6 W1 OFRCEVBITPEYS 03 b0 O D06 000 4Dd 0 pry
ks AR - 10AB0E MRS DFACE VINTPRYS [:3:7 AR AS 288 0 0 @M ox o
) VUT MVME w21 RRCEWMTPAYE Rt meaz  fm L0 b ov 6 oz
i Health Care Provider 10 DI IGYS R(3 DFFCE VETRAYE 61 pmez 25 43 96 oW o
nsured ¥ S OIS GBS OFFEE VENTBHYS) el w2 D M e@  om 0
T DHEL - QLN 28NS OFAGE VEIT 5] &0 A2 2 £38 e o £
3 MR - MR WS OFRGE VEITPHYS [ 3092 56 136 Ll Pl o
DLT @AY WEY) SFRSE VT a%  twa o % b G 0
s ot -l JFACEVITONYS 0% S S i e o oo
9 DHAY -l TI0 WEMN OFRISE VT RRYS ash SR a8 i3 o o £
7 L OWO1 MMY OERGEVNTBNYN G o%a2 M 1% G 0w 2o
LR A i3 OFFNE i &0BAZ SBE A5 (023 L) L3
3 DLO) | UM M OFRCEVBITEMYE DN @%@ o 138wk 0w s
SHE ML mels DERGEVRITEGS a3 swA  am Sm wm em ey




US RE44,748 E
Page 2

(56) References Cited OTHER PUBLICATIONS

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS “AP vPayment XML Supplier Training”, GE Corporate Payment
2001/0034618 A1  10/2001 Kessler et al. Services, dated Jan. 26, 2005.
2002/0194027 Al 12/2002 Smith

5004/0249745 Al  12/2004 Baaren Visa Commercial Solutions: Merchant Category Codes for IRS Form

2005/0033604 Al 2/2005 Hogan 1099-MISC Reporting, Visa U.S.A. Inc., 2004.

2005/0086075 Al* 4/2005 Kachleretal. .......cccco...... 705/2 L . .
5005/0122953 AL*  6/2005 Tlic ... " 370/351 Preliminary Response and Exhibit 2001 as filed on Nov. 25, 2013 in
2005/0209964 Al 9/2005 Allen et al. corresponding Covered Business Method Review proceeding num-
2005/0261944 Al  11/2005 Rosenberger ber CBM2013-00047.

2006/0010016 Al 1/2006 Kossol et al.
2007/0005402 Al 1/2007 Kennedy et al.
2009/0222353 Al 9/2009 Guest et al. * cited by examiner



U.S. Patent Feb. 4, 2014 Sheet 1 of 4 US RE44,748 E

Funding Account for
Benefit Payment

FI1G. 1 (prior art)

Funds for
Heaith

EFT o~ A0

Check and £EOB Generated

Administrator
PE?m SDOHSOF Check and EQ8
for insured Benefdit Claim Mailed to Provider

Consumes Services

Health Care Provider

insured



U.S. Patent

Fig. 2

{/"EOG

Stored-value Card
Account Pre-
Funded o Payable
Ami

Feb. 4, 2014 Sheet 2 of 4 US RE44,748 E
//"f/ >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> .
\'\ Claim Received |
N
// \\ﬂ
{_ Payable? >—---~m
\’\,N ﬂ,/"/
N
Yes | No
110
) %
e S
. EOB | . EoB
~ |
| = e
Stored-value
card and EOB
Merged inlo
lmage Fila
120
EOR wio Payment
EOR w! Payment
30 \\
7 N
el Hgatlth Care Provider e
N ./




U.S. Patent Feb.

Fig. 3

Plan Sponsor Account

4,2014

Sheet 3 of 4 US RE44,748 E

Funding Account for
Benefit Payment

Card Processor

Funds Loaded

Funds for
Health Claims

Transfer

56

Plan Sponsor
for insured

insured

onto Credit Card

Authorization for

Consumas Sarvices

70
Card No.
VY No.
Expiration
of Funds - 40 ‘/”'E 40
B f
___________________________ E()B————————B» Image File ‘
Administrator

Benefit Ciaim
360 Payiment and EOB

Health Care Provider



U.S. Patent Feb. 4, 2014 Sheet 4 of 4 US RE44,748 E

Vrzador  ERE

Lare ! ¥ 48
Zanand Sl I 2N

Attention
ROBERT ALLER

o B Dt o

Bas 4

TALOK

g Mame TEET

Flang:
R
Tobat Reamitionss 174

A TOT4
HELIGIBLE EEN
RN G 8T

FATIENT: JAMES TEET 951

b :
PaTERT RESE:




US RE44,748 E

1
MEDICAL BENEFITS PAYMENT SYSTEM

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

Notice: More than one reissue applications have been filed
for the reissue of U.S. Pat. No. 7,792,686. The reissue appli-
cations ave the present application and application Ser. No.
13/358,620, which has issued into U.S. Pat. No. Re. 43,904.
This application is a continuation reissue of application Ser.
No. 13/358,620, which has issued into U.S. Pat. No. Re.
43,904, which is a reissue of U.S. Pat. No. 7,792,686.

FIELD OF INVENTION

This invention relates to facilitating payments for medical
benefits, and more specifically to streamline the payment of
health care providers by administrators and insurance carriers
that handle claims adjudication and payment to these provid-
ers.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Third party administrators, insurance companies, and large
self-funded corporations (herein “Payers™) adjudicate claims,
compare them to the benefit plan and make the decision to
write checks in payment for the claims. Currently, Payers are
required to print checks and explanation of benefit (EOB)
forms for delivery to the health care providers. The EOB lists
the amount the health care provider billed the Payer’s com-
pany and the amount the Payer’s company paid on the claim.
It may also list the contractual discount amount and the
patient responsibility. If the claim is denied, the EOB will
explain the reason for denial. It has been estimated that the
check and EOB forms cost Payers approximately $4.50 each.

The inefficiencies to all Payers that must coordinate pay-
ment for medical services. This includes, but is not limited to,
insurance carriers, government entities, and non-profit orga-
nizations.

A long-felt but unfulfilled need in the art is a system to
reduce the transactional costs incurred by the payers and
speed up the delivery and funding of payments by weeks.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The present invention is a method of facilitating payment
of'health care benefits to a health care provider on behalfof'a
Payer, often an insurance company, government organization
or self-insured entity. An embodiment of the invention
includes the step of electronically transmitting a stored-value
card account payment of the authorized benefit amount con-
currently with an explanation of benefits. For the purposes of
this patent specification, stored-value cards and stored-value
card accounts shall also include financial instruments known
as credit cards, debit cards and EFT cards.

A credit card system is a type of retail transaction settle-
ment and credit system, named after the small plastic card
issued to users of the system. A credit card is different from a
debit card in that it does not remove money from the user’s
account after every transaction. In the case of credit cards, the
issuer lends money to the consumer (or the user).

A debit card account provides an alternative payment
method to cash when making purchases. When issued in
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physical form, the card is a ISO 7810 card like a credit card,
however its functionality is more similar to writing a check as
the funds are withdrawn directly from the cardholder’s bank
account; some cards are referred to as check cards.

A stored-value card represents money on deposit with the
issuer, and is similar to a debit card. One major difference
between stored value cards and debit cards is that debit cards
are usually issued in the name of individual account holders,
while stored value cards are usually anonymous.

The stored-value card account payment generally includes
a card number with the pre-funded amount, a card verification
value code and an expiration date. The payment and expla-
nation of benefits may be transmitted by a number of methods
including, but not limited to, fax, SMTP, SMS, MMS, HTTP,
HTTPS, and FTP. The electronic transmission may include an
electronically computer-generated image of a physical debit
card and the unique debit card number is associated with a
single benefit payment.

Paid benefits charged to the associated debit card transac-
tion may be reconciled via the unique card number generated
and assigned to a single payment. In addition, the debit card is
pre-funded only to the authorized benefit amount. Thus is it
not possible to charge more than the authorized benefit
amount. Furthermore, the stored-value card account payment
may only be charged through a medical services terminal. The
terminal may be coupled to a computer-implemented com-
munications network as is known in the art for credit and debit
card transactions.

Another embodiment includes a method of facilitating
payment of health care benefits to a health care provider
including the steps of identifying the health care provider that
renders medical services in anticipation of payment; identi-
fying a payer that has agreed to pay the health care provider on
behalf of a patient subject to preselected conditions; identi-
fying an administrator that determines whether the medical
services conducted by the service provider meet the prese-
lected conditions by the payer, generates an explanation of
benefits, and arranges for payment of the service provider if
appropriate; intercepting the explanation of benefits and pay-
ment information transmitted from the administrator to the
health care provider; acquiring a stored-value card account
number for the amount of the check; merging the stored-value
card account number with the explanation of benefits into an
image file; and transmitting the image file to the health care
provider. The image file may be transmitted by a number of
methods including, but not limited to, fax, SMTP, SMS,
MMS, HTTP, HTTPS, and FTP. The transmission may be
implemented using a computer coupled to a network connec-
tion such as known in the art and required for transmissions
such as FTP, HTTP, and the like.

The charge incurred against the stored-value card account
number may be reconciled to confirm the health care provider
has been paid for the services approved by the administrator.
As an added security precaution, the stored-value card
account number is chargeable only through a medical ser-
vices terminal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the invention, reference
should be made to the following detailed description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 (prior art) is an illustration of the current state-of-
the-art.

FIG. 2 is a flow-chart illustration of an embodiment of the
invention.
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FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic view of an embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 4 is an image of a merged EOB and stored-value card
account payment according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Turning to FIG. 1 (prior art), insured patient 20 consumes
services from health care provider 30. Health care provider 30
submits a benefit claim to administrator 40 in order to receive
payment. Administrator 40 may be a third party administra-
tor, insurance company government entity, non-profit orga-
nization or the like. For the purposes of this specification,
administrator 40 is considered any entity that adjudicates
claims, compares them to the benefit plan and makes the
decision to make payment for the services. Administrator 40
evaluates the claim made by health care provider 30 to deter-
mine whether all or a portion of the benefit claim is payable
under the terms of the relevant policy issued by payer or plan
sponsor (herein “payer”). 50. Payer 50 funds funding account
70 in anticipation of benefit claims. If administrator 40 finds
that a benefit claim is payable, it draws the money from
funding account 70. Administrator 40 then generates an
explanation of benefits and a check for the benefit payment.
The explanation of benefits and check are then sent concur-
rently to health care provider 30. Drawbacks associated with
the prior art include the cost and time associated with gener-
ating hardcopy checks and sending them by mail to health
care provider 30. A long-felt but unfulfilled need exists in the
art to reduce this transactional cost and speed up payment of
benefits to health care provider 30.

In FIG. 2, claim 80 is received. Claim 80 is then evaluated
to determine whether it is payable under the terms of an
applicable policy. If claim 80 is not even partially payable,
then non-payment EOB 90 is generated and transmitted to
health care provider 30 without payment. However, if claim
80 is at least partially payable, then stored-value card account
100 is loaded with funds equal to the amount of the payable
benefit. Payment EOB 110 is merged with stored-value card
account 100 to generate image file 120. Image file 120
includes payment EOB 110 and a computer-generated fac-
simile of a physical stored-value card complete with the card
number, expiration date and security verification code. Image
file 120 is transmitted to health care provider 30 by a suitable
transmission medium including, but not limited to, fax,
SMTP, SMS, MMS, HTTP, HTTPS, and FTP.

In FIG. 3, insured 20 having coverage provided by payer 50
consumes services by health care provider 30. Health care
provider 30 then submits a benefit claim to administrator 40
which adjudicates the benefit claim in accordance with pre-
existing guidelines. If payment is appropriate on the benefit
claim, a transfer of funds is made between payer’s account 60
and its funding account 70 (to which administrator 40 has
access). Stored-value card processor 130 then loads funds
from funding account 70 onto a stored-value card account.
The stored-value card account is chargeable only on a medi-
cal services terminal and it cannot be charged over the amount
loaded onto it. The card number, the security verification code
and the expiration date of the debit card account are merged
with the explanation of benefits generated by administrator
40 into image file 140 which is then transmitted back to health
care provider 30.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a merged
EOB and stored-value card account payment.
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Itwill be seen that the advantages set forth above, and those
made apparent from the foregoing description, are efficiently
attained and since certain changes may be made in the above
construction without departing from the scope of the inven-
tion, it is intended that all matters contained in the foregoing
description or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

It is also to be understood that the following claims are
intended to cover all of the generic and specific features of the
invention herein described, and all statements of the scope of
the invention which, as a matter of language, might be said to
fall therebetween. Now that the invention has been described,

What is claimed is:

[1. A method of facilitating payment of adjudicated health
care benefits to a health care provider on behalf of a payer
comprising the steps of:

loading a unique, single-use, stored-value card account

with an amount equal to a single, authorized benefit
payment, the card account only chargeable through a
medical services terminal;

generating an explanation of benefits associated with the

payment;

creating a computer-generated image file containing the

stored-value card account number, the amount, a card
verification value code, an expiration date, and the
explanation of benefits;

transmitting the image file by fax to the health care pro-

vider; and

reconciling the charged card account to confirm that the

health care provider has received payment.]

[2. A method of facilitating payment of adjudicated health
care benefits to a health care provider comprising:

identifying the health care provider that renders medical

services in anticipation of payment;

identifying a payer that has agreed to pay the health care

provider on behalf of a patient subject to preselected
conditions;
identifying an administrator that determines whether the
medical services conducted by the service provider meet
the preselected conditions by the payer, generates an
explanation of benefits, and authorizes payment of the
service provider for an authorized amount;

intercepting the explanation of benefits and payment infor-
mation transmitted from the administrator to the health
care provider;

acquiring a single-use, stored-value card account number

and loading it with funds equal to the authorized
amount;

merging the stored-value card account number, the autho-

rized amount, a card verification value code, and an
expiration date with the explanation of benefits into a
computer-generated image file; and

transmitting the image file to the health care provider via a

computer-implemented transmission.]

[3. The method of claim 2 wherein the image file is trans-
mitted by fax.]

[4. The method of claim 2 further comprising the step of
reconciling the charge incurred against the stored-value card
account number to confirm the health care provider has been
paid for the services approved by the administrator.]

[5. The method of claim 2 wherein the stored-value card
account number is chargeable only through a medical ser-
vices terminal.]

[6. A method of facilitating payment of adjudicated health
care benefits to a health care provider on behalf of a payer
comprising the steps of:
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loading a unique, single-use, stored-value card account
with an amount equal to a single, authorized benefit
payment, the card account only chargeable through a
medical services terminal;

generating an explanation of benefits associated with the

payment;

creating a computer-generated image file containing the

stored-value card account number, the amount, a card
verification value code, an expiration date, and the
explanation of benefits;

transmitting the image file by a computer-implemented

electronic transmission medium selected from the group
consisting of fax, SMTP, SMS, MMS, HTTP, HTTPS,
and FTP to the health care provider wherein the elec-
tronic transmission includes a computer-generated
image of a physical card; and

reconciling the charged card account to confirm that the

health care provider has received payment.]
7. A method of facilitating payment of adjudicated health
care benefits to a health care provider on behalf of a payer
comprising the steps of:
adjudicating a benefit payment by evaluating a benefit
claim under the terms of an applicable medical benefits
policy and calculating an amount of a payable benefit;

creating a unique stoved-value card account by one or
move computers, the stored-value card account being
chargeable only up to an authorized amount;

allocating funds within an account designated by a payer
to the stored-value card account by one or move com-
puters in the amount of the adjudicated benefit payment;

generating an explanation of benefits associated with the
payment;

creating a file containing the stored-value card account

number, the adjudicated benefit payment amount, a card

verification value code, an expiration date, and the

explanation of benefits by one or more computers; and
sending the file to the health care provider.

8. The method of claim 7 further comprising the step of
reconciling the charged card account to confirm that the
health carve provider has received payment.

9. The method of claim 7 further comprising the step of
providing a computer-generated image of a physical card in
the transmitted file.

10. The method of claim 7 wherein the stored-value card
account is only chargeable through a medical services termi-
nal.

11. The method of claim 7, wherein the stored-value card is
a debit card.

12. The method of claim 7, wherein the stored-value card is
a credit card.

13. A system for payment of health care benefits combining
payment terms and an explanation of benefits, the system
comprising:

an explanation of benefits describing medical services pro-

vided to a patient by a health care provider, an amount
billed by the health care provider and an amount paid by
the patient’s insurance company; and

a payment mechanism associated with the explanation of

benefits, the payment mechanism merging a stored-
value card account number, an adjudicated benefit pay-
ment amount, a card verification value code, and an
expiration date with the explanation of benefits into a
document by one or more computers;

wherein funds in the amount of a single, adjudicated benefit

payvment are allocated within an account designated by
the insurance company to a unique, single-use, stored-
value card account, the stored-value card account being
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chargeable only up to an authorized amount, and
wherein the document is sent to the health care provider
as payment for the medical services.

14. The system of claim 13 wherein the charged card
account is reconciled to confirm that the health care provider
has received payment.

15. The system of claim 13 wherein a computer-generated
image of a physical card is provided in the transmitted docu-
ment.

16. The system of claim 13 wherein the stoved-value card
account is only chargeable through a medical services termi-
nal.

17. The method of claim 13, wherein the stored-value card
is a debit card.

18. The method of claim 13, wherein the stored-value card
is a credit card.

19. A computer implemented method for combining pay-
ment of health care benefits with an associated explanation of
benefits, the method comprising:

receiving an explanation of benefits related to medical

services provided by a health care provider;

receiving authorization to pay at least a portion of submit-

ted charges associated with the explanation of benefits
and the associated funds for payment;

allocating funds within an account designated by a payer

to a unique, stored-value card account in an amount
equal to the adjudicated benefit payment by one or more
computers, the stored-value card account being charge-
able only up to the authorized amount; and

merging the explanation of benefits with the stored-value

card account number, the adjudicated benefit amount of
payment, a card verification value code, and an expira-
tion date in a file.

20. The media of claim 19 wherein the charged card
account is reconciled to confirm that the health care provider
has received payment.

21. The media of claim 19 wherein a computer-generated
image of a physical card is provided in the merged file.

22. The media of claim 19 wherein the stored-value card
account is only chargeable through a medical services termi-
nal.

23. The method of claim 19, wherein the stored-value card
is a debit card.

24. The method of claim 19, wherein the stored-value card
is a credit card.

25. A system for payment of health care benefits to a health
care provider, the system comprising:

an administration system operable to receive a benefit

claim from the health care provider and to generate an
explanation of benefits for the benefit claim along with
an approved payment, wherein the amount of approved
payment is adjudicated by evaluating the benefit claim
under the terms of an applicable medical benefits policy;
and

a cavd processing system operable to allocate funds within

an account designated by a payer to a stored-value card
account in an amount equal to the approved payment by
one or more computers, the card processing system also
operable to merge the explanation of benefits with the
stored-value card account number by one or more com-
puters, the adjudicated amount of payment, a card veri-
fication value code, and an expiration date in a file and
to send the file to the health care provider as payment for
the benefit claim.

26. The system of claim 25 wherein the charged card
account is reconciled to confirm that the health care provider
has received payment.
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27. The system of claim 25 wherein a computer-generated
image of a physical card is provided in the file.

28. The system of claim 25 wherein the stored-value card
account is only chargeable through a medical services termi-
nal. 5

29. The system of claim 25, wherein the stored-value card
is a debit card.

30. The system of claim 25, wherein the stored-value card
is a credit card.



