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16 Claims.

This invention relates to visible card indexes or
files.

In handling record cards of the type wherein
groups of cards are arranged upon a holder or
retaining strip in internested offset overlapping
relation with a margin of each card exposed for

_ visible indexing, considerable inconvenience has
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5 grouping of the cards.

been experienced in applying and removing the
cards from the holders or in transferring groups
of cards from one holder to another.

This invention provides a construction for slid-
ably supporting the cards in such manner that
holders or retaining strips can be transferred
from one file to another without disturbing the
Likewise, the construc-
tion greatly facilitates the adding of new groups
of cards or rearranging the groups of cards when
such operations are necessary. Thus the inven-
tion provides for either a permanent card file
holder or transfer retaining strips in a single
construction that is very simple mechanically and
is easily operated. Another feature of the inven-
tion is an improved panel construction with the
detachable retaining strips so arranged as to in-
sure cooperation of the panel and strips in facili-
tating the supporting, transporting, and manipu-
lating of the cards.

In the drawing:

Pig, 1 is an elevation of -an improved index
panel structure.

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary cross-section, on a
larger scale, taken substantially along the line
2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary cross-section, on a
larger scale, taken substantially along the line
3—3 of Fig. 1.

Pig. 4 is a fragmentary cross-section, taken
substantially along the line 4—4 of Fig. 1, and

Fig, b is a perspective of a retaining strip with
a card thereon. .

An index or supporting panel 10 is shown in
the form of a rectangular sheet of material rein-

" forced at its upper and lower edges by means of

45

5

(=

55

60

beads 12 formed by reversely folding the edge
portions of the material. This sheet material is
stamped or formed to provide offset card-sup-
porting panel portions 13, 14 and {5, each of
which comprises a pair of spaced parallel vertical
offset sections {7 defining an intermediate depres-
sion #8. Upper transverse offset sections 19 close
the upper ends of the depressions 18 and join the
upper ends of each pair of offset vertical sections
#1, whereas the lower end of each depression is
open. In order to provide a uniform arrangement
the surface of each depression is in the mean
plane of the sheet of material. In addition to
serving as card-supporting sections the offset
panel portions -also reinforce the sheet of mate-
rial against bending or warping.

(Cl. 129—16)

The wall or bottom of each depression 18 rigid-
ly carries two rivets 20 the outer,ends of which
are provided with heads 22 spaced slightly from
the surface of the wall by means of relatively
short spacing shanks 23. Card-retaining strips
24 are normally disposed between sections 1T of
each panel portion and are each provided with
a central offset portion 26 running longitudinal-
ly of, but terminating adjacent, the ends of the
strip. These central offset portions of the strips
are provided with openings 27 having notches 28
extending in the same direction, merging into
and forming a part of the openings. It will be
observed that the openings on each strip and the
rivets in each panel are spaced the same distance
and that the openings are larger than the heads
of the rivets. Hence, by placing the strips in
such position that the openings register with the
rivets the strip can be moved longitudinally to
secure the rivet shanks 23 snugly within the
notches 28 which are of less width than the diam-
eter of the rivet head. Thus, cooperating parts
are provided on the panel and strip to detachably
secure the strip to the panel. It is to be under-
stood that rivets 28 provide a keeper means on
the panel, and openings 27 provide a keeper
means on the strip. Also, these keeper means
are located at opposite ends of the panel or recess
therein, and at opposite ends of the strip. These
keeper means may be placed even farther apart
than shown. Keeper means at the terminals of
the strips are comprehended as coming within
the scope of the invention.

The offset construction of the strips provides
flanges 29 spaced from the surface of the depres-
sions in the panel portions. In order that each
strip 24 may be releasably locked against longi-
tudinal movement upon the rivets, a shoulder 30
provided by the upper extremity of the offset cen-
tral portion 26 is positioned so that it abuts a cor-
responding shoulder 35 of the transverse offset
section 19. Thus by manipulating an outwardly
bent handle 31 at the upper end of the strip the
latter can be sprung outwardly to disengage the
shoulders 39 and 35. Then the strip is moved
longitudinally until the rivet heads register with
the larger portions of the openings and the strip
can then be removed.

A plurality of notches 32 in the upper edge of
the sheet of material 10 adjacent each of the
panel portions 13, 14 and 15 facilitates the grasp-
ing of the handles when it is desired to manipu-
late the strips or to remove them from the sup-
porting panel.

The lower portion of the strip 24 is beveled,
as indicated at 33, and the end portion adjacent
the beveling has a card stop or narrow flange 34
extending outwardly from the sheet of material.
Bottom stops in the form of ears 3% extending
toward and adjacent the lower edges of each
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panel section {7 are struck out from the sheet
of material and are so positioned as to be sub-
stantially in alignment with the flanges 34 when
the strips are secured to the sheet of material.
A series of index cards 37 is mounted upon the
removable retaining strip 24 by means of ears
38 cut from each card adjacent one of its edges.
These ears extend toward each other and by
forcing them slightly outwardly from the surface
of the card they can be fitted snugly about the
opposite edge flanges 29 of the strip and are
slidable thereon. - As shown in Fig. 1 these cards
overlap each other and the portions including
the ears provide for arranging them in inter-
nested relation whereby the edges of the cards are
exposed in uniform sequence for receiving index-
ing indicia. thereon. By mounting a group of
these internested cards upon the strip and se-
curing the strip upon the rivets as shown in Figs.
1 and 3, the lower card abuts the flange 34 at the
lower end of the strip and the lower edge of the
lowermost card is also embraced adjacent its
opprosite corners by the ears 36. It will be ob-
served that the length of the flange 234 is less
than the distance between the extremities of the
ears 38 on each card 37.

From the foregoing description it will be ap-
parent that the strips with the cards thereon can
be shifted from one panel to another or from
one- file to another simply by manipulating the
strip 24 to remove it from one set of rivets 28 to
another. Likewise each strip 24 serving as a
runway for the cards can be utilized as a transfer
strip, that is, one of the strips can be aligned
manually with another strip and the cards there-
on, or a group of them, can be transferred by
forcing them from one strip to another. For
example, a strip containing cards to be trans-
ferred may be detached from its connection
with a panel and the upper end as shown in
Img. 1 inserted under the lower end of another
strip to which the cards are to be transferred
so that the upper end of the first strip engages
between the lower end of the second strip and the
panel to which the strip is secured. Then, by
sliding the cards on the second strip carried by
the panel toward the opposite or upper end, the
cards on the detached strip may then be slidably
moved from the detached strip onto the second
strip on the panel, the ears riding under the side
edges of the two strips in this transferring op-
eration. Where cards at the upper end of a strip
on the panel are to be removed or transferred to
another strip, the other strip is detached from
the panel and the lower end provided with flange
34 is engaged on top of the first-mentioned strip
on the panel and slidably inserted underneath
the cards on the first-mentioned strip from the
upper end. When flange 34 engages below the
lower edge of the desired group of cards to he
removed from the strip on the panel, the de-
tached strip is then moved upwardly over the
face of the attached strip on the panel while
flange 34 will engage the lower edge of the lower-
most card of the group to be removed and slide
the group upwardly on the retaining strip on the
panel until they slide off the upper end. They
will then be carried on the detached strin and
retained theveon by flange 234, Any other con-
venient manipulation of the strip may be em-
ployed in transierring cards from one strip to

another that may be found desirable. Thus the
employment of a separate transfer strip of the
kind previously utilized is okviated. When the

strips with the cards mounted thereon are se-
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cured in place upon the several panel portions the
cards are maintained in proper alignment and
prevented from tilting by the edges being em-
braced by the ears 26 and the stop flange 34,
while sections {7 provide a support for the backs
of the cards beyond the edges of the retaining
strip and flanges 29 so they are supported against
substantial flexing on the retaining strip. More-
over, the stop flange 34 prevents the cards from
slipping from the strip when the latter are de-
tached from the rivets 28. However, in remov-
ing cards from one of the strips 24, by iifting the
edge of the lower card over the flange 34 the
ears of the cards will not strike the flange hecause
the beveled corners, indicated at 32, are suffi-
ciently extensive to accommodate the size of the
ears 33. Index cards of this type are likely to
become congested during the listing and arrang-
ing of them at certain lecations and it is neces-

gary to insert new holders, or transfer cards ¢

from one location to the other. Therefore, it is
of great advantage to utilize the arrangement of
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the kind disclosed herein because of the free and -

flexible manner afforded for the manipulation
and removal of the strips 24 which are either
serviceable transfer strips or efficient permanent
retaining strips for holding the cards. The ad-
vantage of great economy in time is involved in
mounting rew cards upon the strips, arranging

the cards in groups and applying them to the ¢

removed strip instead of applying them one by
one in the manner previously practiced in manip-
ulating other types of index cards.

Although only one form of the invention has
been shown and described in detail it will be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art that the in-
vention is not so limited but that various changes
may be made therein without departing from
the spirit of the invention or from the scope of
the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A file for index cards comprising a paneled
sheet of material, the paneled portion of the
sheet of material comprising offset card-support-
ing sections, a retaining strip normally disposed
between offset sections of the panel portion and
having offset flanges for supporting index cards,
said retaining strip having openings therein in-
cluding notches communicating with the major
portions of the openings, attaching members hav-
ing heads secured in spaced relation with respect
to the sheet of material for cooperation with the
openings and notches of the strip whereby the
strip is removably attached to the sheet, one end
porticn of the strip being shouldered to provide
a stop for snapping into contact with an offset
portion of the sheet, and a stop at the other end
cf the strip for maintaining the index cards
thereon.

2. A file for index cards comprising a panecied
portion including a pair of offset sections disposed
in spaced parailel relation, a transverse offset
section joining adjacent end portions of the pair
of sections, a retaining strip having a central
pressed-out portion defining a shoulder adjacent
one of its ends, and means for detachably secur-
ing the strip between the pair of sections, said
shoulder and transverse offset section cooperat-
ing normally to maintain the securing means
against disengagement.

3. In a file for index cards, a sheet of material
including a reinforcing card-supporting panel
portion, said panel portion comprising spaced
parallel offset sections joined at one extremity
and having a relatively depressed portion shoul-
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dered on three sides, and card stops adjacent one
edge of the sheet of material and in alignment
with the offset sections.

4, In a file for index cards, a card-retaining
strip comprising means for cooperating in detach-
ably attaching it to an index file, an outward pro-
jection forming a card stop at one end of the
strip, said strip having an offset depressed cen-
tral portion running longitudinally thereof to
form offset side flanges for slidably receiving and
supporting index cards, the card stop extending
on said reduced end in an opposite direction from
the offset central portion.

5. A holder for index cards comprising a sup-
porting panel, a card-retaining strip, cooperat-
ing parts on said panel and strip detachably con-
necting said strip to said panel at opposite ends
with the major longitudinal portion of said strip
in surface engagement with said panel, and co-
operating parts on said panel and strip for nor-
mally retaining said first-mentioned cooperating
parts in engaged relation.

6. A file for index cards comprising a sheet of
material formed with raised paneled portions, a
retaining sfrip formed with an offset portion,
and means detachably securing the strip to said
sheet with the offset portion engaging said sheet,
said strip and the paneled portions of said sheet
cooperating to support a plurality of index cards
in offset overlapping substantially flat relation on
said strip.

7. In a file for index cards, a card-retaining
strip having a central offset portion, said portion
being formed to provide means for cooperating
to detachably attach the offset portion of said
strip in surface contact with a support, and an
ocutwardly extending flange on one end of said
strip forming a card stop.

8. A card file comprising a panel of sheet-ma-
terial, a retaining strip having an offset portion
engaged on the face of said panel and edge por-
tions of said strip being spaced from said panel
to receive and slidably support a plurality of in-
dex cards, and cooperating parts on said strip

5 and panel detachably connecting said strip to

said panel.

9. A card file, comprising a pair of members,
one of said members being a panel of sheet-ma-
terial, the other member a retaining strip, one of
said members being formed with an offset portion
having its surface engaged with the surface of
the other member, said retaining strip having its
marginal portions in spaced parallel relation to
said panel for slidably receiving and supporting
index cards, and cooperating parts detachably
connecting said members together.

10. A card file, comprising a panel of sheet-
material, a card-retaining strip formed with an
offset portion intermediate the side edges, said
offset portion engaging said panel and position-
ing said side edges in spaced parailel relation to
said panel for slidably receiving and supporting
index cards, and means detachably retaining said
strip on said panel with said offset portion en-
gaged with said panel.

11. A card file comprising a panel, a card-re-
taining strip formed with an offset portion ex-
tending longitudinally between the end portions
and intermediate the side edges, said offset por-
tion engaging said panel and positioning said
side edges in spaced parallel relation to said panel
for supporting index cards, and said offset portion
having portions formed for detachable engage-
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ment with cooperating parts on the panel to de-
tachably secure said strip to said panel.

12. A device of the class described including a
panel having vertically alined spaced keeper
means, a detachable card carrying member
adapted to be engaged with said keeper means
by a movement toward and parallel to the panel,
and cooberating means on the card holder and
panel for preventing accidental displacement of
the card carrier from said keeper means.

13. As an article of manufacture, a filing device
comprising a substantially flat sheet-like panel
adapted to be placed vertically in a filing drawer
and having upper and lower keeper means, a card
carrier, means on the card carrier for engaging
with said upper and lower keeper means on the
panel for detachably interlocking the card car-
rier with the panel, and offset means formed at
the lower portion of the body of the panel and
spaced therefrom to provide a card receiving
pocket and said offset means serving as a guard
for the lowermost card on the carrier when the
panel is inserted and removed from the filing
drawer and also to prevent cards from sliding off
the lower edge of the carrier.

14. As an article of manufacture, a filing de-
vice comprising a panel of relatively flat self-sus-
taining sheet material adapted to be placed verti-
cally in a filing drawer, the body of said panel
having an elongated medially disposed recess
formed by pressing the material of the panel to
one’side of the major plane thereof, keeper means
at the opposite ends of said recess, and a detach-
able card carrier strip adapted to be placed in
said recess and having means at opposite ends
thereof for releasably engaging with said keeper
means.

15. A file for index cards comprising a sheet of
material having shoulders defining raised por-
tions, a retaining strip disposed between parts of
the raised portions, said strip having an interme-
diate depressed portion between edge ﬂa.ngeé,
means for detachably securing the strip to the
sheet of material between said parts of the raised
portions, said shoulders, raised portions and the
edge flanges of the strip extending outwardly ap-
proximately the same distance from the surface
of the sheet of material to provide a backing and
support for index cards mounted on the strip,
whereby index cards mounted upon the retaining
strip contact uniformly across the supporting
flanges of the strip and said parts of the raised
portions and one of said shoulders engaging the
depressed portion of the strip and serving as
means for locking the strip into engagement with
the sheet of material in cooperation with the
detachable securing means.

16. A file for index cards comprising a plurality
of panel portions, card retaining strips for slid-
ably supporting index cards, cooperating parts on
opposite ends of each panel and strip detachably
mounting any one of said strips on any one of said
panel portions in surface contact with said panel
portion and for interchangeable attachment and
detachment with respect to each Ppanel portion,
and each strip and panel portion being formed
a.t the ends of said strips in the attached rela-
tion of each strip to receive the end of a de-
.tached strip in cooperation therewith whereby
index cards may be directly and slidably moved
flfom the detached strip to the attached strip, and
vice versa.

FRANK E. SHATLOR.
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