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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN JAMESON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Portland, in the county of Cumberland and 
State of Maine, have invented new and use 
ful Improvements in Card Indexes, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to a card index com 

prising a container or drawer, and a plu 
rality of cards loosely assembled therein. 
The chief object of the invention is to 

provide a card index, the upper portions of 
the front sides of which are maintained 
constantly spaced apart, so that indicia on 
said portions referring or related to other 
indicia on the lower portion of the card may 
be conveniently read from a point above the 
container, wo the necessity of “thumb 
ing' the cards to expose said indicia. 
Another object is to provide a filing card, 

adapted to be placed edgewise with other 
like cards in a container, and having a rela: 
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tively thin upper edge portion bearing said 
indicia, and a compressible body portion 
normally expanded to a thickness greater 
than that of the upper edge portion, so that, 
in a series of cards grouped in a container, 
the upper edge portion of each card after 
the first is spaced from the upper edge por 
ton of the card in front of it, to permit the 
reading of the indicia on said upper edge 

a portion, without moving or “thumbing” the 
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card. 
attain these objects by the improve 

ments hereinafter described and claimed. 
Of the accompanying drawings forming a 

part of this specification 
Figure 1 is a perspective view, showing a 

portion of a container, and two cards em 
bodying the invention therein. 

Figure 2 is an end view of a card formed 
as shown by Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is an end view of another form 
of card. . 

Figure 4 is a side view of a portion of a 
sheet adapted to be folded to produce the 
card shown by Figures 1 and 2, and pro 
vided with a tab adapted to project above 
the upper edge of the completed card. . . . 

Figure 5 is a perspective view, showing 
the sheet portion shown by Figure 4, folded 
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to form the upper edge of the card, the tab 
being in its operative position. 
The same reference characters indicate 

the same parts in all the figures. 
In making either of the cards shown by 

Figures 1 to. 3, I fold a sheet or blank of 
suitably heavy paper, or other flexible ma 
terial, to form a card adapted to be placed 
edgewise with other like cards on the bottom 
of a container 12, which may be a drawer 
of a filing cabinet, and may be provided 
with the usual compressor or following 
block 13, having an inclined face support 
ing the rear card of the series. The sheet 
is folded to form members constituting a 
compressible body, and folds 14 connecting 
said members. 
The upper edge portion of the card bears 

suitable indicia, as shown at 15 (Figure 1), 
and is relatively thin. The members con 
nected by the folds 14 are normally spaced 
apart by the resilience of the sheet material, 
to thicken the body below the said indicia 
bearing portion. 
The arrangement is such that, in a series 

of cards grouped in the container, the up 
per edge portion of each card is separated 
by a space, as 16, (Figure 1), from the card 
in front of it, to permit the reading of the 
indicia, 15 when the cards are in their nor 
mal or usual position, no thumbing of the 
cards being required to expose said indicia. 
The members forming the body portion 

of the card may be variously arranged. As 
shown by Figures 1 and 2, said members in 
clude a front member 17 and two flaps 18, 
one overlapping the other, the indicia. 15 being applied to the upper portion of the 
member 17. 
As shown by Figure 3, the members in 

i clude a front member composed of a main 
portion 17 and an inclined portion 17, the 
two flaps 18, one overlapping the other. 
The portion 17 is supported by a reinforc 
ing strip 21, cemented thereto and to a port 
tion of the upper flap 18. The indicia 15 
are applied to the portion 17, the inclina 
tion of the latter enabling the indicia to be 
easily read. The portion 17 and the adja 
cent portion of the flap 18 constitute the relatively thin indicia-bearing upper edge 
portion of the card. . . . . . 

Figure 5 shows a portion of a card which 
may be of the form shown by Figures 1 
and 2, a portion of the blank from which the card is formed being shown by Figure 
4. The dotted line 14 indicates the loca 
tion of the fold 14 forming the upper edge 
of the card. Before the card is folded, a 
slit 23 may be cut in the flap 18, to define 
the free edge of a tab 24, adapted to be 
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turned upward, as shown by Figure 5, to 
project from the upper edge of the card. 
The flap 18 may be provided with a row 

of differently colored tab-locating fields 25, 
as shown by Figure 4, so that the card may 
be provided with a tab having the color of 
any one of said fields. 
The cards are sufficiently elastic or resili 

ent to cause their lower or body portions to 
normally stand apart and impart sufficient 
thickness below the indicia-bearing portions. 

It will be seen that a card index including 
a plurality of cards characterized as stated, 
and a container in which the cards are loose 
ly assembled, includes means for maintain 
ing open spaces 16 between the upper por 
tions of the cards, so that indicia 15 on the 
upper front portion of any card are visible 
from a point higher than the container, said 
means being provided by the card members 
forming, a normally expanded compressible 
body below the inia, upper port tion of each card. The normal expansion of 
said bodies maintains the spaces 16, and pre 
vents warping or bending displacement of 
the upper portions of the eards, sufficient to 
conceal the indicia at the rear sides of said 
spaces. 
Each of the described embodiments of the 

invention comprises means for maintaining 
open spaces 16 between the upper portions 
of a plurality of cards assembled in a con 
tainer, so that indicia on the upper front 
E. of any card are visible from a point 
igher than the container, said means, in 

each embodiment preventing distortion of 
any card sufficient to conceal the indicia on 
the succeeding card. A. 
Owing to the fact that the sheet is folded 

on two parallel lines with the edge portions 
overlapping, and with one edge portion ex 
tending upwardly inside of the other edge 
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portion, and terminating an appreciable dis 
tance below the upper fold 14, a series of 
such folded cards, although of equal height, 
will always expose sufficient indicia-bearing 
surfaces. In other words, the presence of 
the inside upwardly extending edge por 
tions or flaps ensures the permanent exist 
ence of spaces in the upper portions of the 
folded sheets or cards, which spaces cannot 
be obliterated by pressure extendhing from 
front to rear of a part of the cards. 
Another advantage of this structure is in 

creased durability, owing to the fact that 
the portions of the cards which are subjected 
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to the most wear when shifted forward or 
back, are folded portions and not single cut 
edges, and therefore, not likely to become 
broken down. And of course, if desired, any 
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memoranda or other thin article relating to 
a person or subject indicated on the folded 
card, can be slipped inside the card from 
either end, and can be easily removed there 
from. 
I claim: 
1. A filing card adapted to be placed edge 

wise with other like cards in a container, 
said card being composed of a fiexible sheet 
folded on two parallel lines with the edge 
portions overlapping and with one edge por 
tion extending upwardly inside the other 
edge portion and terminating an apprecialble 
distance between the upper fold, the front 
surface of the card adjacent the upper fold 
bearing suitable indicia, the arrangement be 
ing such that in a series of said cards 
grouped in a container, the upper edge por 
tion of each card is spaced from the corre 
sponding portion of the next card, to per 
mit the reading of indicia on said upper 
edge portion, the said folds forming the tip 
per and lower edges of the card, the mem 
be forming the front side of the body being 
bulged outward below the upper fold, and including the said indicia-bearing portion, 
the card being provided with a reinforcing 
strip holding said indicia-bearing portion 
in an inclined position. 

2. A filing card adapted to be placed edge 
wise with other like cardsir a container, said 
card being composed of a flexible sheet fold 
ed on two parallel lines with the edge por 
tions overlapping and with one edge portion 
extendilig upwardly inside the other edge 
portion and terminating an appreciable dis 
tance below the upper fold, the front sur 
face of the card adjacent the upper fold 
bearing suitable indicia, he arrangement 
being such that in a series of said cards 
grouped in a container, the upper edge por 
tion of each card is spaced from the corre 
sponding portion of the next card, to permit 
the reading of indicia on said upper edge 
portion, the said folds forming the upper 
and lower edges of the card, the member 
forming the front side of the body being 
bulged outward below the upper fold, and 
including the said indicia-bearing portion, 
the upper portion of the rear side of the 
body being provided with differently colored 
tab-locating fields adjacent to the fold form 
ing the upper edge of the card, so that a col 
oted tab may be partially cut from either 
f and caused to project above the said 
Od. ... " 

In testimony whereof I have affixed my 
signature. 

JOHN JAMESON. 
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