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This invention has to do with nursing or maternity
brassieres. :

An object of the invention is to provide a movel and
improved brassiere designed for use during pregnancy
‘and during the months following the birth of a baby.

It is a particular object to provide a novel brassiere
which incorporates means for adjustably varying the ef-
fective size of the breast cups or breast pockets and means
enabling the wearer to partially detach the breast cups
to expose the breasts for nursing.

A further object is to provide a brassiere of the type
indicated which is simply constructed and can be easily
manipulated by the wearer.

Another object is to provide a brassiere of the type
indicated which provides adequate support for the breasts
and which incorporates means for readily adjusting the
brassiere to the individual.

These and other objects will be apparent from the
drawing and the following description. Referring to the
drawing: .

Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of a brassiere em-
bodying the invention, shown as it appears on a wearer;

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of the garment with
the breast pocket portions thereof partially detached;

Fig. 3 is an elevational view of the inner side of the
garment; and

Figs. 4 and 5 are sectional views on lines 4—4, 5—S5,
respectively, of Fig. 1.

More particularly describing the invention, the bras-
siere includes two body-encircling bands or panels, indi-
cated by 11 and 12, which terminate in suitable fasten-
ing strap elements 13 and 14, respectively, for the pur-
pose of securing the same behind the back of the wearer.
The two panels 11 and 12 are joined by a central section
or panel 15 which extends partially beneath and between
the two breast pockets or cups, indicated by 17. The
cups are attached as by stitching (not shown) to the
central panel or section 15 and also to the side panels 11
and 12.

Behind the cups I provide an inner panel 20 which
is shown in Fig. 3 and is attached to the side panels along
the arcuate region 21 at the lateral margin of each cup.
Shoulder straps 25 are provided which are secured at
one end to the respective panels 11 and 12 and at their
other ends to the inner panel 20 at the apexes 26 there-
of located substantially above the center of the breast
cups.

It is a particular feature of the invention that the breast
cups can be adjusted to vary the effective size thereof
-and can also be partially detached to expose the breasts
of the wearer. To accomplish this, I provide a 3-point
detachable suspension arrangement as follows: at the
two apexes 26 of the innmer panel I provide attachment
means shown as comprising a strip of fabric 28 fitted with
eyes 29. I also provide a similar strip 30 at the center
of the inner panel. At the upper central margin of each
breast cup I provide a hook 32 and a similar hook, indi-
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cated by 33, at the center of the garment on the section
15 between the breast cups. '

With the construction described, it will be apparent
that the breast cup portions can be readily adjusted ver-
tically to accommodate various-sized breasts and that,
when occasion demands, the adjustment means can be
detached as shown in Fig. 2 for the purpose of exposing
one or both breasts for nursing.

While T have shown and described a preferred form
of my invention, I contemplate that various changes and
modifications can be made therein without departing from
the scope of the invention as indicated by the claims
which follow.

I claim: )

1. A maternity brassiere, comprising body-encircling
band means adapted to extend around the wearer, a pair
of laterally spaced breast pockets attached at their mar-
gins throughout their lower half portions to said band
means, a separate inner panel attached at its ends to
said band means adjacent the laterally outward margins
of the breast pockets and extending across the front of
the brassiere spaced above the portion of said band means
to which the lower portions of said cups are attached and
positioned behind said breast pockets, a pair of shoul-
der straps, said straps each being attached at one end
to said panel and at its other end to said band means,
means detachably securing the central front portion. of
the band means to said panel, and means detachably se-
curing the upper central portions of said breast pockets
to said panel,

2. A brassiere as set forth in claim 1 in which the
means detachably securing the front portion of the bras-
siere to said panel and the means detachably securing the
breast pockets to said panel are adjustable vertically with
respect to said panel.

3. A maternity brassiere, comprising bedy-encircling
band ‘means adapted to extend around a wearer, said
band means including a central portion and two side
portions, a pair of breast pockets each attached at its
margins throughout its lower half portion to the central
portion and to one of the side portions of said band
means, a separate inner panel extending across the front
of the brassiere behind said breast pockets and attached
at its ends to said side portions of the band means, a
pair of shoulder straps, said straps each being attached
at one end to a side portion near the free end thereof
and at its other end to said panel, and means detachably
securing said breast pockets and said central portion of
said band means to said panel. .

4. A brassiere as set forth inclaim 3 in which the means
detachably securing the breast pockets and the central
portion of the band means to said panel is vertically ad-
justable with respect to said panel. )

5. A maternity brassiere, comprising body-encircling
band means adapted to extend around a wearer, said
band means including a central portion and two side por-
tions, a pair of breast pockets each attached at its mar-
gins throughout its lower half portion to the central por-
tion and to one of the side portions of said band means,
a separate inner panel extending across the front of the
brassiere ‘behind said breast pockets and attached at its
ends to said side portions of the band means, a pair of
shoulder straps, said straps each being attached at one
end to a side portion near the free end thereof and at
its other end to said panel, means at the central portion
of the upper margin of each breast pocket and at cor-
responding places on said panel detachably securing said
pockets to said panel, and means at the upper margin of
said central portion of said band means and at a corre-
sponding place on said panel detachably securing said
central portion to said panel.
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6. A "maternity brassiere,” comprising” bodsrenélrelmg :

band means adapted to extend around the wearer, a pair

of laterally spaced breast pockets attached at their mar- -

gins throughout their lower half portions to said band
means, an -inner: panel attached at its ends to said. band
means adjacent the laterally outward ‘margins of the. breast
pockets and ‘extending -across the front of the brassxere
behind said breast pockets -a’:pair . of shoulder straps,
said straps each being attached at one end to said panel
-and-at its other end to said band means detachable fas-
tening means between ‘the upper margin of each breast
pocket and said panel and ‘between the central portion
_of the brassiere between saxd pockets and sald panel said
fastening means being so .constructed and arranged as
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“‘to-permit either said pbcket' and said central portion of
_the brassiere to be individually detached from said panel

and being so constructed and arranged as fo permit of
vertical adjustment of the breast pockets and the cen-
tral portion of the brassiere relative to said panel.
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