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Call Notification and Management Processing 
(initialization and Provisioning) 

200 

OMS provisions subscriber information in SDP 
(e.g. telephone numbers, set-top box identifiers, 

VoIP information, subscriber account 
information, default subscriber configuration, 

etc.). 
-20 

SDP provisions subscriber information in 
LDAP. 
-212 

SDP configures telephone network triggers 
through IMS based on subscriber information 

(e.g. telephone numbers and subscriber 
configuration data). 

-214 

SDP performs initial configuration of IPTV 
platform. Subscriber can view/edit Caller ID 

service preferences via configuration portal and 
configuration TV remote via IPTV platform. 

-26 

Figure 2 
SDP provisions subscriber address book in the 
Network Address Book. Subscriber can view/ 
edit address book via configuration portal and 
configuration TV remote via IPTV platform. 

28 

End 
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Call Notification and Management Processing 
(Incoring Cal) 

300 

Incoming call (i.e. the telephone number being 
called) activates a previously configured 
corresponding telephone network trigger. 

-30 

MS processes any pending requests for call 
waiting/forwarding/find-me/follow-me and 

then notifies the Caller ID Application Server 
that an incoming call was detected. The Caller 
telephone number and called telephone number 
is provided to the Caller ID Application Server. 

-312 

The Caller ID Application Server uses the 
called telephone number to look up a 

corresponding set-top box identifier in the 
LDAP. 
-314 

The Caller ID Application Server gets a set-top 
box list corresponding to the called telephone 

number from the LDAP. 
-316 

Figure 3 
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Caller ID Application Server notifies IMS to 
continue call. 

-4 10 

IMS notifies telephone network to proceed with 
the call. 
-412 

IMS handles call waiting/forwarding/find-med 
follow-me and no answer conditions. IMS 

updates call log. 
-414 

End Session 

Figure 4 
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Caller ID Application Server uses pre-configured subscriber 
preferences to handle the incoming call: 

(e.g. Is caller ID service enabled?, 
Is caller ID notification from this caller enabled?, 

Is caller ID notification for this called party enabled?, etc.) 
-510 

Caller ID Application Server gets the caller 
name?identity from the Network Address book. 

-512 

Is the name found? 
-514 

Caller ID Application Server gets the caller 
name?identity from other sources or uses the 

caller telephone number. 
Yes -516 

Figure 5 
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Use the Set-top box list to get the set-top box 
status and channel / content being currently 

viewed from the IPTV platform. 
-610 

Based on the caller telephone number, called 
telephone number, set-top box status, set-top 
box currently viewed content, time-of-day / 
day-of-week, and preconfigured subscriber 

preferences and configuration, generate a caller 
ID notification. 

-62 

Based on subscriber preferences, route the 
caller ID notification to one or more than one 
set-top box in the set-top box list associated 

with the called telephone number. 
-614 

Display the caller ID notification on the one or 
more than one television monitors connected to 

the corresponding set-top boxes, 
-616 

Figure 6 
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(d) 
Receive subscriber input from the IPTV 
platform in response to the caller ID 

notification displayed on the TV monitor. The 
Subscriber input can come from the TV remote 
device through the IPTV platform via the IPTV 

remote desktop protocol (RDP). 
-70 

If the subscriber input requests a single 
dismissal of the caller ID notification, remove 
the caller ID notification from the TV monitor. 

-712 

If the subscriber input requests disabling of the 
caller ID notification, remove the caller ID 
notification from the TV monitor and update 
the subscriber preferences in the LDAP to 
specify no further caller ID notifications. 

-714 

If the subscriber input requests forwarding of 
the call (e.g. to voicemail or to another 
telephone number), get the forwarding 

telephone number and pass the forwarding 
telephone number to IMS with a request to 

Figure 7 forward the call. 
-716 

End Session 
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1. 

SYSTEMAND METHOD FOR PROVIDING 
TELEPHONE CALL NOTIFICATION AND 

MANAGEMENT IN A NETWORK 
ENVIRONMENT 

CROSS-RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is related to U.S. application Ser. No. 
11/316,066, entitled, “SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR 
RECORDING AND TIME-SHIFTING PROGRAMMING 
IN A TELEVISION DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM USING 
POLICIES.” by Zesen Chen, Peter Chou, Sean Chen, Brian 
Gonsalves and Don Smith, filed on Dec. 21, 2005, and 
assigned to SBC Knowledge Ventures, L.P., and U.S. appli 
cation Ser. No. 1 1/316,537, entitled, “SYSTEM AND 
METHOD FOR RECORDING AND TIME-SHIFTING 
PROGRAMMING IN A TELEVISION DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEM WITH LIMITED CONTENT RETENTION by 
Zesen Chen, Peter Chou, Sean Chen, and Brian Gonsalves, 
filed on Dec. 21, 2005, and assigned to SBC Knowledge 
Ventures, L.P. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The disclosed subject matter relates to the field of network 
and telephone communications, and more particularly to 
methods and systems including providing call notification 
and management in a network environment. 

COPYRIGHT 

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document con 
tains material that is subject to copyright protection. The 
copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile reproduc 
tion by anyone of the patent document or the patent disclo 
sure, as it appears in the Patent and Trademark Office patent 
files or records, but otherwise reserves all copyright rights 
whatsoever. The following notice applies to the software and 
data as described below and in the drawings that form a part 
of this document: Copyright 2006, SBC Knowledge Ventures 
L.P. All Rights Reserved. 

BACKGROUND 

In recent years, telephone network providers have been 
integrating services to Support Voice, data, and video commu 
nication. And there have also been attempts to integrate wire 
less telephone networks with land-based in telephone net 
works. The result has been a variety of new service offerings 
such as voice over IP (VoIP) and IPTV. However, the full 
integration of these service offerings has yet to be realized. 
For example, conventional systems have not been able to 
flexibly Support the notification, configuration, and manage 
ment of telephone calls using a television interface and an IP 
network. 
Some conventional set-top box systems have provided lim 

ited Support for caller ID notifications using a television inter 
face and a directly-connected traditional telephony network 
line (e.g. TDM). Because these conventional systems depend 
upon a direct telephone line connection, these systems cannot 
provide a flexible and configurable solution for the notifica 
tion, configuration, and management of telephone calls using 
a television interface and an IP network. 

Thus, an improved system and method for the notification, 
configuration, and management of telephone calls in a net 
work environment using a television interface is needed. 
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2 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 illustrates a VoIP network and an IPTV network in 
accordance with one example embodiment of the disclosed 
subject matter hereof; 

FIGS. 2-7 illustrate various example embodiments of pro 
cessing operations performed for initializing the system and 
for handling an incoming telephone call in accordance with 
one example embodiment of the disclosed subject matter 
hereof; 

FIG. 8 illustrates an example embodiment of a computing 
system in accordance with the disclosed Subject matter. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In the following detailed description, reference is made to 
the accompanying drawings that form a part hereof, and in 
which are shown by way of illustration, specific embodiments 
in which the disclosed subject matter can be practiced. It is 
understood that other embodiments may be utilized and struc 
tural changes may be made without departing from the scope 
of the disclosed subject matter. The leading digit(s) of refer 
ence numbers appearing in the Figures generally corresponds 
to the Figure number in which that component is first intro 
duced, such that the same reference number is used through 
out to refer to an identical component which appears in mul 
tiple Figures. Signals and connections may be referred to by 
the same reference number or label, and the actual meaning 
will be clear from its use in the context of the description. 
As described further below, according to various example 

embodiments of the disclosed subject matter described 
herein, there is provided an improved system and method for 
the notification, configuration, and management of telephone 
calls in a network environment using a television interface. 
Example embodiments of the disclosed subject matter, as 

illustrated in the block diagram of FIG. 1, provide a network 
based system and a methodology for: establishing a trigger 
with a voice communication network, the trigger being acti 
vated when the telephone network receives an incoming call 
to a destination identified by a pre-determined subscriber 
account, receiving an incoming call message via a data inter 
face upon activation of the trigger, generating a call notifica 
tion in response to the incoming call message, obtaining a list 
of set-top boxes corresponding to the pre-determined Sub 
scriberaccount; and routing the call notification to the set-top 
boxes on the list. Referring to FIG. 1, an incoming telephone 
call is received on one of a variety of conventional voice 
communication (e.g. telephone) networks 105, which can 
include conventional land-based telephone networks, wire 
less or cellular telephone networks, voice over IP (VoIP) 
networks, satellite telephone, and the like. Each of these 
conventional Voice communication networks provide capa 
bilities for associating triggers 107 with a particular incoming 
telephone call based on the Subscriberaccount being accessed 
(e.g. the telephone number (TN) being dialed). 

For conventional land-based telephone networks, Trigger 
A shown in FIG. 1 can be implemented as follows. The TDM 
network receives an incoming call at the SSP (Service switch 
ing point). The trigger in the SSP can be an AIN (Advanced 
Intelligent Network) message to an OSA (Open Service 
Access) SCS (Service Capability Server) that initiates an 
event to the Caller ID application server 150. The OSA SCS 
responds with a AIN message back to the SSP as an indicator 
to continue with the call setup. 

For a conventional wireless or cellular telephone network, 
Trigger B shown in FIG. 1 can be implemented as follows. 
The GSM network receives an incoming call at the MSC 
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(Mobile Switching Center). The trigger in the MSC can be a 
TCAP (Transaction Capabilities Application Part) message 
to an OSA (Open Service Access) SCS (Service Capability 
Server) that initiates an event to the Caller ID application 
server 150. The OSA SCS responds with a TCAP message 
back to the MSC as an indicator to continue with the call 
setup. 

For a conventional voice-over-IP (VOIP) network, Trigger 
C shown in FIG. 1 can be implemented as follows. The IP 
multimedia Subsystem (IMS) network receives an incoming 
call at the CSCF (Call Session Control Function). The trigger 
in the CSCF can be a session initiation protocol (SIP) mes 
sage to an OSA (Open Service Access) SCS (Service Capa 
bility Server) that initiates an event to the Caller ID applica 
tion server 150. The OSA SCS responds with a SIP message 
back to the CSCF as an indicator to continue with the call 
setup. 

These conventional triggers 107 enable the activation of 
special functionality through the IP multimedia subsystem 
(IMS) 120 as will be described in more detail below. 

IP multimedia subsystem (IMS) 120 is a conventional mul 
timedia services architecture provided in a unified system that 
supports a wide range of services enabled by the flexibility of 
session initiation protocol (SIP). IMS 120, an implementation 
of which is available from Lucent Technologies, Supports 
multiple applications servers to provide traditional telephony 
services and non-telephony services such as instant messag 
ing, push to talk, Video streaming, multimedia messaging, 
and the like. When a trigger 107 is activated upon the receipt 
of an incoming call to a particular telephone number, trigger 
107 sends a message to IMS 120 using the conventional 
session initiation protocol (SIP). In particular, a SIP Invite 
message is sent to IMS 120. The SIP Invite message notifies 
IMS 120 that a telephone call to a particular predefined tele 
phone number was received on one of the telephone networks 
105. The SIP Invite message sent to IMS 120 provides several 
dead items including the logical recipient of the request, the 
logical initiator of the request, or a session sequence number, 
a caller ID number, a called number, a date and time, and 
routing information, among other information items. 

In an embodiment, IMS 120 is coupled to a service delivery 
platform 110 and a caller ID application server 150. Service 
delivery platform 110 is a conventional system for linking 
several service providing systems in a networked computer 
environment to provide converged services. An implementa 
tion of a service delivery platform 110 is available from IBM 
Corporation as developed under contract with SBC Commu 
nications, Inc. (now AT&T Knowledge Ventures, Inc.). Caller 
ID application server 150 is a novel system incorporating 
most of the innovative functionality provided by various 
embodiments. As will be described in more detail below, 
caller ID application server 150 receives a message from IMS 
120 when a trigger 107 detects an incoming call on one of the 
telephone networks 105. 

Service delivery platform 110 is also coupled to order 
management system (OMS) 112. OMS 112 is coupled to a 
subscriber information database 114. OMS 12 represents an 
order management system which provides provisioning capa 
bilities in a converged service environment. Subscriber infor 
mation database 114 is used for storage and retrieval of tele 
phone subscriber information. Such subscriber information 
can include the subscriber telephone number(s), set-top box 
identifiers, VoIP information, subscriber account informa 
tion, incoming call destination information, a default Sub 
scriber configuration, Subscriber personal, financial, and 
demographic information, and the like. This conventional 
subscriber information is typically created when a new sub 
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4 
scriber orders telephone, cable, Internet connection, video on 
demand, or other broadcast, communication, or computing 
services from a conventional network provider. 

Service delivery platform 110 is also coupled to database 
115. In various embodiments described herein, database 115 
is implemented as a light-weight directory access protocol 
server (LDAP). LDAP 115 is used for the storage and low 
latency retrieval of a portion of the subscriber information 
maintained in database 114. The use of LDAP 115 in various 
embodiments will be described in more detail below. It will be 
apparent to those of ordinary skill the art that LDAP115 could 
equivalently be implemented as a networked database, inter 
nal data storage device, or the like. 

Service delivery platform 110 is also coupled to network 
address book 116. Network address book 116 is used for the 
storage of Subscriber-specific contact information. In various 
embodiments described herein, network address book 116 is 
used to map caller ID information to a name or identity that is 
more familiar to the subscriber. The more familiar name? 
identity can then be used in the call notification as will be 
described in more detail below. 

Service delivery platform 110 is also coupled to Internet 
protocol television (IPTV) platform 130. IPTV 130 is a con 
ventional system and method of delivering broadcast televi 
sion and on-demand rich media content that uses an Internet 
protocol network as the medium. Conventional IPTV 130 is 
commonly used as a primary mechanism for carriers, such as 
telephone companies, and cable and satellite TV carriers, to 
deliver television to mass audiences over existing communi 
cations IP infrastructures. One such IPTV platform is avail 
able from Microsoft Corp. and can be implemented with the 
Microsoft Windows media platform. As shown in FIG. 1, 
IPTV platform 130 is interposed between service delivery 
platform 110 and residential Gateway 140. IPTV platform 
130 can also be directly coupled to caller ID application 
server 150. The conventional IPTV platform 130, such as an 
implementation provided by Microsoft, includes a remote 
desktop protocol (RDP) with which a user can make com 
mand selections and provide data input using a television/set 
top box (STB) remote control device 162. 

Residential Gateway 140 is a conventional device for resi 
dential or commercial use to enable broadband access to the 
Internet. A conventional desktop computer can be coupled to 
Gateway 140 and thereby obtain access to the World Wide 
Web using conventional interfaces and protocols. Using the 
Web access provided through Gateway 140 and a conven 
tional web browser 144, a user can visit various conventional 
web sites, including a particular web site that can be used as 
a configuration portal 142. Configuration portal 142 provides 
a means for a user to configure various parameters and func 
tionality provided in various embodiments described herein. 

Residential Gateway 140 can also be coupled with conven 
tional set-top box 160. Using IPTV platform 130 in combi 
nation with set-top box 160, video content can be displayed 
on a monitor coupled to set-top box 160. The configuration 
and use of IPTV platform 130 through residential Gateway 
140 and set-top box 160 to present video content on a televi 
sion monitor is well known to those of ordinary skill in art. 
Set-top box 160 also provides conventional functionality for 
interfacing with a television/STB remote control device 162. 
In various embodiments described herein, television/STB 
remote device 162 can be used in combination with the 
remote desktop protocol (RDP) of IPTV 130 to configure 
various parameters and functionality provided in various 
embodiments described herein. 

In the example embodiment shown in FIG. 1, Caller ID 
application server 150 is coupled to IMS 120, LDAP 115, 
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Network Address Book 116, and IPTV platform 130. As will 
be described in more detail below in reference to several 
example embodiments, caller ID application server 150 in 
combination with the example system of one embodiment 
illustrated in FIG. 1 provides for caller ID and call waiting 
notifications displayed on a conventional television set/moni 
tor. Caller ID application server 150 further provides a Web 
interface and a television/STB remote device interface for 
configuration and command selection of the caller ID func 
tionality. In one embodiment, this web interface is provided 
by a user configuration portal 142. The user can access the 
user configuration portal 142 via the Internet using a conven 
tional web browser 144 or via the television and the STB 
remote control device 162. The user configuration portal 142 
provides a user interface presentation to the user and sends 
messages to the SDP 110 to change the user's IPTV CallerID 
configuration. SDP 110 interfaces with LDAP 115 to main 
tain the user's CallerID configuration. In various embodi 
ments, caller ID and call waiting notifications include the 
display of the incoming telephone number, the name/identity 
of the caller, called telephone number, and user prompts and 
to respond to or configure notifications, dismiss notifications, 
forward incoming calls to Voicemail or other telephone num 
bers, activate or deactivate “do not disturb’ functionality, and 
activate or deactivate “find me’ or “follow me’ functionality. 
Various embodiments of caller ID application server 150 also 
provide a means to route an incoming call to a specific set-top 
box or all set-top boxes in a residence or other location based 
on preconfigured userpreferences. For example, calls may be 
selectively routed depending upon the identity of the caller, 
the number being called, the time of day, and based on the 
content currently being viewed on the television monitor 
connected to a specific set-top box. The caller ID notification 
can be generated for multiple telephone lines at a particular 
location as configured by the user. For example, a user can 
configure caller ID notifications for a particular location that 
may have a mix of land-based telephone accounts, wireless 
telephone accounts, or VoIP accounts. Further, various 
embodiments described herein provide the user with a means 
to configure a network address book 116, which is used to 
customize, caller ID notifications with caller names/identities 
as configured by the user. 
As will be described in more detail below in reference to 

several example embodiments, caller ID application server 
150 in combination with the example system of one embodi 
ment illustrated in FIG. 1 provides for 1) establishing a trigger 
with a telephone network, the trigger being activated when 
the telephone network receives an incoming call to a pre 
determined telephone number, 2) receiving an incoming call 
message via a data interface upon activation of the trigger, 3) 
generating a call notification in response to the incoming call 
message, 4) obtaining a list of set-top boxes corresponding to 
the pre-determined telephone number, and 5) routing the call 
notification to the set-top boxes on the list. Referring to FIGS. 
2-7, flow diagrams illustrate processing performed for an 
example embodiment. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the initialization and provisioning steps 
performed for the call notification and management process 
ing of an embodiment. As part of the initialization and pro 
visioning process, OMS 112 provisions subscriber informa 
tion in service delivery platform 110 (processing block 210). 
This subscriber information can include telephone numbers, 
set-top box identifiers, VoIP information, subscriber account 
information, and default Subscriber configurations for a par 
ticular user/subscriber. In turn, service delivery platform 110 
provisions all or a portion of this subscriber information in 
LDAP 115 (processing block 212). Additionally, service 
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6 
delivery platform 110 configures telephone network triggers 
107 through IMS 120 based on the subscriber information 
received from OMS 112 (processing block 214). The configu 
ration of telephone network triggers 107 includes providing a 
specification of the called telephone numbers that should be 
monitored on a particular telephone network 105. Addition 
ally, the configuration of telephone network triggers 107 
includes providing information necessary to populate a SIP 
Invite message with necessary data. Service delivery platform 
110 also performs initial configuration of IPTV platform 130 
(processing block in 216). Once IPTV platform 130 is con 
figured, a subscriber can then view and edit caller ID service 
preferences via configuration Web portal 142 and/or STB 
remote 162 via IPTV platform 130. The subscriber config 
urable service preferences include those caller ID and call 
waiting services described above. Finally, in processing block 
218, service delivery platform 110 provisions subscriber 
address book information in network address book 116. At 
this point, the subscriber can view or edit his/her address book 
via the Web configuration portal 142 and/or STB remote 162 
via the IPTV platform 130. Initialization in the example 
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2 then terminates at the End 
bubble. 

Referring now to FIGS. 3-7, the processing performed by 
an example embodiment for an incoming telephone call is 
illustrated. As shown starting at processing block 310 in FIG. 
3, an incoming telephone call activates a previously config 
ured corresponding telephone network trigger 107. The net 
work trigger 107 is activated, based upon the telephone num 
ber being called. In processing block 312, IMS 120 processes 
any pending requests for call waiting, call forwarding, find 
me/follow me functions, and the like for the called telephone 
number. IMS 120 then notifies caller ID application server 
150 that an incoming call was detected. In one embodiment, 
IMS 120 uses a SIP invite message to notify caller ID appli 
cation server 150 that an incoming call was detected. As part 
of the SIP invite message. IMS 120 provides the called tele 
phone number, and the caller (i.e. caller-ID) telephone num 
ber to caller ID application server 150. Upon completion of 
the processing in block 312, processing for the incoming 
telephone call continues for the example embodiment in par 
allel operations at bubble A as illustrated in FIG. 4 and at 
processing block 314. 

In processing block 314, caller ID application server 150 
uses the called telephone number to look up a corresponding 
set-top box identifier in the LDAP 115. In response to the 
called telephone number look up, caller ID application server 
150 receives a list of set-top box identifiers corresponding to 
the called telephone number from LDAP 115 (processing 
block 316). The list of set-top box identifiers were previously 
configured for the particular subscriber associated with the 
called telephone number. As described above, a subscriber 
can have multiple set-top boxes at a location corresponding to 
the called telephone number. Additionally as described 
above, the called telephone number associated with the sub 
scriber can be a land line telephone, a wireless telephone, or 
a VoIP number. Upon completion of the processing in block 
316, processing for the incoming telephone call continues for 
the example embodiment at bubble B illustrated in FIG. 5. 

Referring to FIG. 4, processing for handling an incoming 
telephone call in an example embodiment is illustrated start 
ing at bubble A. In processing block 410, caller ID application 
server 150 notifies IMS 120 to enable the incoming call to 
proceed as normal through the telephone network. In process 
ing block 412, IMS 120 notifies the telephone network 105 to 
proceed as normal with the incoming telephone call. In pro 
cessing block 414, IMS 120 handles call waiting, call for 
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warding, find me/follow me functions, and no answer condi 
tions. Further, IMS 120 updates a call log. Processing by IMS 
120 then ends for the incoming call session. 

In parallel with processing performed by IMS 120, caller 
ID application server 150 performs additional functions in 
response to the incoming telephone call as illustrated in FIG. 
5. Referring to FIG. 5, caller ID application server 150 can use 
Subscriber configuration data and preferences obtained from 
LDAP 115 to selectively handle the caller ID notification 
associated with the incoming call (processing block512). For 
example, caller ID application server 150 can determine if 
caller ID notification service is enabled for the subscriber 
associated with the called telephone number. Additionally, 
caller ID application server 150 can use subscriberpreference 
data to determine if caller ID notification associated with this 
particular caller or the particular called telephone number is 
enabled. Assuming for the purposes of this description of the 
example embodiment that caller ID notification is selectively 
enabled, caller ID application server 150 obtains the caller 
name?identity from a pre-configured subscriber address book 
retained in network address book 116. (processing block 
512). The preconfigured subscriber address book can be used 
to associate the caller ID information received from IMS 120 
with the name or identity of a corresponding caller. If the 
name of the caller is found in the preconfigured subscriber 
address book, processing for the incoming call notification 
continues at the bubble C illustrated in FIG. 6. If the name of 
the caller is not found in the preconfigured subscriber address 
book in network address book 116, one embodiment attempts 
to obtain the caller name or identity from other sources. If the 
caller name or identity is still not found using other sources, 
the caller telephone number from the caller-ID information 
received from IMS 120 is used to identify the incoming call 
(processing block 516). Processing for the incoming call 
notification continues at the bubble C illustrated in FIG. 6. 

Referring to FIG. 6, processing for the incoming call noti 
fication continues at processing block 610. The set-top box 
identifier list obtained in processing block 316 is used to 
obtain the status and channel/content being currently viewed 
for each of the subscribers (i.e. called party's) set-top boxes 
(processing block 610). Using a set-top box identifier, caller 
ID application server 150 can access IPTV platform 130 to 
obtain the set-top box status and channel/content information 
for set-top boxes 160 connected to IPTV platform 130 
through residential gateway 140. In this manner, caller ID 
application server 150 can determine which of several pos 
sible subscriber set-top boxes may be active and what content 
is being currently viewed on each of the active subscriber 
set-top boxes. In processing box 612, caller ID application 
server 150 uses this information to generate a caller ID noti 
fication. In particular, caller ID application server 150 can use 
the caller telephone number, the called telephone number, the 
set-top box status, the content being currently viewed through 
the set-top box, the time of day and day of week, and precon 
figured subscriber preferences to generate the caller ID noti 
fication (processing block 612). 

In processing block 614, the generated caller ID notifica 
tion is routed to one or more subscriber set-top boxes identi 
fied in the set-top box list associated with the subscribers (i.e. 
called) telephone number. This caller ID notification routing 
is based on several subscriber configurable preferences and 
the previously obtained subscriber/set-top box information. 
For example, a Subscriber can configure caller ID application 
server 150 to deliver caller ID notifications to a particular 
set-top box only during certain hours of the day or certain 
days of the week. In other cases, a Subscriber can configure 
the system to deliver caller ID notifications to all subscriber 
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8 
set-top boxes at a particular subscriber location. Further, a 
subscriber can configure the system to deliver caller ID noti 
fications to one or more subscriber set-top boxes, except 
during periods when particular identified channels or pro 
gramming contentis being viewed on aparticular set-top box. 
In this manner, a Subscriber can Suspend caller ID notification 
during, for example, a particular sporting event or other pro 
gramming during which the Subscriber does not want to be 
disturbed with a caller ID notification. 

In processing block 616, the caller ID notification is dis 
played on the television monitors connected to one or more of 
the subscriber's set-top boxes to which the caller ID notifica 
tion was routed. Thus, as described above for an example 
embodiment, an incoming telephone call through one of tele 
phone networks 105 activates one of triggers 107, which 
causes IMS 120 to send call information to caller ID applica 
tion server 150, which generates the caller ID notification and 
selectively delivers the caller ID notification according to 
preconfigured subscriber preferences. As part of the caller ID 
notification selectively displayed on one or more of the sub 
scriber's television monitors, the subscriber/television 
viewer is prompted to provide input in response to the caller 
ID notification. Such viewer input can be used to dismiss or 
remove the caller ID notification from the television screen, 
answer the incoming call, forward the incoming call to 
another telephone number or to voicemail, disable further 
caller ID notifications, or configure the caller ID application 
server 150 functionality. The handling of such viewer input is 
described in more detail in FIG. 7 starting at the bubble D. 

Referring to FIG. 7, processing for handling viewer input 
in an example embodiment is illustrated. In processing box 
710, subscriber/viewer input is received by caller ID applica 
tion server 150 through IPTV platform 130 in response to 
viewer activation of a soft button or the like displayed with the 
caller ID notification. Such viewer input can be received 
through television remote device 162 and the remote desktop 
protocol (RDP) of IPTV platform 130. If such viewer input 
indicates the subscriber/viewer's request for a single dis 
missal of the caller ID notification, caller ID application 
server 150 removes the caller ID notification from the televi 
sion monitor (processing block 712). If such viewer input 
indicates the subscriber/viewer's request for disabling of the 
caller ID notification, caller ID application server 150 
removes the caller ID notification from the television monitor 
and configures caller ID preference information in LDAP 115 
to disable further caller ID notifications (processing block 
714). If such viewer input indicates the subscriber/viewers 
request for forwarding of the incoming call (e.g. to another 
telephone number, to voicemail, or the like), caller ID appli 
cation server 150 obtains the forwarding telephone number 
from the subscriber or from preconfigured preferences and 
passes the fording telephone number to IMS 120 with a 
request to foreword to call as requested (processing block 
716). Processing for the incoming telephone call session in 
the described example embodiment then terminates as illus 
trated in FIG. 7. 

Although the system and method as described above is 
shown in an example form implemented in an IPTV distribu 
tion system, the disclosed system and method may, in another 
example embodiment, may be implemented in a cable tele 
vision system, in a broadcast television system, or in a satel 
lite distribution system, or other distribution systems, for 
example a broadband wireless distribution system. In addi 
tion, according to another example embodiment, incoming 
telephone calls can be received through a variety of other 
conventional communication networks. 
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Referring now to FIG. 8, a diagrammatic representation of 
a machine is shown in the example form of a computer system 
900 of a type sufficient for use in any of the example embodi 
ments set forth herein. System 900 may include a set of 
instructions for causing the machine to perform any one or 
more of the methodologies discussed herein, that may be 
executed. In alternative embodiments, the machine operates 
as a standalone device or may be connected (e.g., networked) 
to other machines. In a networked deployment, the machine 
may operate in the capacity of a server, a client machine in a 
server-client network environment, or as a peer machine in a 
peer-to-peer (or distributed) network environment. The 
machine may be a personal computer (PC), a tablet PC, a 
set-top box (STB), a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a 
cellular telephone, a web appliance, a network router, Switch 
or bridge, or any machine capable of executing a set of 
instructions (sequential or otherwise) that specify actions to 
be taken by that machine. Further, while only a single 
machine is illustrated, the term “machine' shall also be taken 
to include any collection of machines that individually or 
jointly execute a set (or multiple sets) of instructions to per 
formany one or more of the methodologies discussed herein. 
The example computer system 900 includes a processor 

902 (e.g., a central processing unit (CPU), a graphics process 
ing unit (GPU), or both), a main memory 904, and a static 
memory 906, which communicate with each other via a bus 
908. The computer system 900 may further include a video 
display unit 910 (e.g., a liquid crystal display (LCD) or a 
cathode ray tube (CRT)). The computer system 900 also 
includes an alphanumeric input device 912 (e.g., a keyboard), 
a user interface (UI) navigation device 914 (e.g., a mouse), a 
disk drive unit 916, a signal generation device 918 (e.g., a 
speaker), and a network interface device 920. 
The disk drive unit 916 includes a machine-readable 

medium 922 on which is stored one or more sets of instruc 
tions and data structures (e.g., Software 924) embodying or 
utilized by any one or more of the methodologies or functions 
described herein. The software 924 may also reside, com 
pletely or at least partially, within the main memory 904, 
and/or within the processor 902, during execution thereof by 
the computer system 900. The main memory 904 and the 
processor 902 also constituting machine-readable media. 
The software 924 may further be transmitted or received 

over a network 926 via the network interface device 920 
utilizing any one of a number of well-known transfer proto 
cols, for example, the hyper text transfer protocol (HTTP). 
While the machine-readable medium 922 is shown in an 
example embodiment to be a single medium, the term 
“machine-readable medium' as an article of manufacture 
should be taken to include a single medium or multiple media 
(e.g., a centralized or distributed database, and/or associated 
caches and servers) that store the one or more sets of instruc 
tions. The term “machine-readable medium’ shall also be 
taken to include any medium that is capable of storing, encod 
ing, or carrying a set of instructions for execution by the 
machine and that cause the machine to perform any one or 
more of the methodologies of the disclosed subject matter, or 
that is capable of storing, encoding, or carrying data struc 
tures utilized by or associated with Such a set of instructions. 
The term “machine-readable medium’ shall accordingly be 
taken to include, but not be limited to, Solid-state memories, 
optical and magnetic media, and carrier wave signals. 

Although the present specification describes components 
and functions implemented in the embodiments with refer 
ence to particular standards and protocols, the disclosed Sub 
ject matter may be not limited to Such standards and proto 
cols. Each of the standards for Internet and other packet 

5 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

10 
switched network transmission (e.g., TCP/IP, UDP/IP. 
HTML, and HTTP) represent examples of the state of the art. 
Such standards are periodically superseded by faster or more 
efficient equivalents having essentially the same functions. 
Accordingly, replacement standards and protocols having the 
same functions are considered equivalents. 

Thus, as described above, an improved system and method 
for the notification, configuration, and management of tele 
phone calls in a network environment using a television inter 
face is disclosed. While the example embodiments herein are 
generally illustrated in the environment of an IPTV system, in 
an alternative embodiment a cable distribution system or 
satellite distribution system may be used instead. Such a 
system may or may not use IPTV methodologies. Further, the 
IPTV may be delivered over-the-air using, for example, 
broadband wireless telecommunications techniques. 

Although the disclosed subject matter has been described 
with reference to several example embodiments, it may be 
understood that the words that have been used are words of 
description and illustration, rather than words of limitation. 
Changes may be made within the purview of the appended 
claims, as presently stated and as amended, without departing 
from the scope and spirit of the disclosed subject matter in all 
its aspects. Although the disclosed subject matter has been 
described with reference to particular means, materials, and 
embodiments, the disclosed subject matter is not intended to 
be limited to the particulars disclosed; rather, the subject 
matter extends to all functionally equivalent structures, meth 
ods, and uses such as are within the scope of the appended 
claims. 

We claim: 
1. A method comprising: 
receiving an incoming call message via a data interface 
upon activation of a trigger established with a voice 
communication network and activated when the Voice 
communication network receives an incoming call to a 
destination identified by a pre-determined subscriber 
acCOunt, 

generating a call notification in response to the incoming 
call message; 

obtaining a list of set-top boxes corresponding to the pre 
determined Subscriber account; and 

routing the call notification to the set-top boxes on the list, 
the routing being performed for a particular set-top box 
only during a pre-configured time period. 

2. The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the receiving 
an incoming call message further includes receiving caller ID 
information. 

3. The method as claimed in claim 2 further including: 
using the incoming caller ID information to obtain a caller 
name associated with the incoming call; and 

including the caller name in the call notification. 
4. The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the voice 

communication network is a POTS network. 
5. The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the voice 

communication network is a wireless network. 
6. The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the voice 

communication network is a voice-over-IP network. 
7. The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein list of set-top 

boxes includes unique identifiers for one or more set-top 
boxes at a subscriber location. 

8. The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein routing the 
call notification includes routing the call notification to a 
plurality of set-top boxes at a subscriber location. 

9. The method as claimed in claim 1 further including 
displaying the call notification on a television monitor. 
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10. The method as claimed in claim 1 further including 
receiving a control input from a television remote device. 

11. The method as claimed in claim 10 further including 
removing the call notification from the television monitor 
upon receiving the control input. 

12. The method as claimed in claim 10 further including 
forwarding the call upon receiving the control input. 

13. An article of manufacture comprising at least one 
machine readable storage medium having one or more com 
puter programs stored thereon and operable on one or more 
computing systems to: receive an incoming call message via 
a data interface upon activation of a trigger established with a 
Voice communication network and activated when the Voice 
communication network receives an incoming call to a des 
tination identified by a pre-determined subscriber account; 
generate a call notification in response to the incoming call 
message; obtain a list of set-top boxes corresponding to the 
pre-determined subscriber account; and route the call notifi 
cation to the set-top boxes on the list, the routing being 
performed for a particular set-top box only during a pre 
configured time period. 

14. An article of manufacture according to claim 13 
wherein the incoming call message includes caller ID infor 
mation. 

15. The article of manufacture according to claim 14 fur 
ther operable to: 

use the incoming caller ID information to obtain a caller 
name associated with the incoming call; and 

include the caller name in the call notification. 
16. The article of manufacture according to claim 13 

wherein the voice communication network is a POTS net 
work. 

17. The article of manufacture according to claim 13 
wherein the Voice communication network is a wireless net 
work. 

18. The article of manufacture according to claim 13 
wherein the voice communication network is a voice-over-IP 
network. 

19. The article of manufacture according to claim 13 
wherein list of set-top boxes includes unique identifiers for 
one or more set-top boxes at a Subscriber location. 
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20. The article of manufacture according to claim 13 fur 

ther operable to route the call notification to a plurality of 
set-top boxes at a Subscriber location. 

21. The article of manufacture according to claim 13 fur 
ther operable to display the call notification on a television 
monitor. 

22. The article of manufacture according to claim 13 fur 
ther operable to receive a control input from a television 
remote device. 

23. The article of manufacture according to claim 22 fur 
ther operable to remove the call notification from the televi 
sion monitor upon receipt of the control input. 

24. The article of manufacture according to claim 22 fur 
ther operable to forward the call upon receipt of the control 
input. 

25. A system comprising: 
a voice communication network; 
a trigger operably coupled with the Voice communication 

network, the trigger being activated when the Voice com 
munication network receives an incoming call to a des 
tination identified by a pre-determined subscriber 
account; and 

a caller ID application server operable to: 
receive an incoming call message via a data interface 
upon activation of the trigger, 

generate a call notification in response to the incoming 
call message; 

obtain a list of set-top boxes corresponding to the pre 
determined Subscriber account; and 

route the call notification to the set-top boxes on the list, 
the routing being performed for a particular set-top 
box only during a pre-configured time period. 

26. A system according to claim 25 wherein the incoming 
call message includes caller ID information. 

27. The system according to claim 26 further operable to: 
use the incoming caller ID information to obtain a caller 
name associated with the incoming call; and 

include the caller name in the call notification. 


