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7o all up ???, ?? ??? ?????,7*?. : 
Be it known that I, LEO E. EvSLIN, a sub 

ject of the Czar of Russia, residing at New 
York, in the county of New York and State. 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Dental Instru 
ments, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. : . . . . 

Among the objects of my present invention 
are to provide a simple, practical and at the 
same time inexpensive from of guard or pro 
tector for deflecting and holding the tongue 
to one side while working on the teeth. 
A special object is to combine with such 

a device, means for holding a sponge or like 
absorbent medium. 

In the accomplishment of these objects I 
employ a tubular handle, carrying at one 
end a tongue-protecting blade, and in the 
preferred form of the invention, mount on 
said blade, a sponge-holding clamp, oper 
able by a connection extending through the 
tubular handle. 
Other features of the invention and the 

details of construction will appear as the 
specification proceeds, attention being di 
rected to the accompanying drawing form 
ing a part hereof wherein. I have illustrated 
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practical forms the invention may take. 
In this drawing; Figure 1 is a front view 

of a combination tongue protector and 
sponge holder embodying the invention; Fig. 
2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 
same; Fig. 3 is another sectional view, en 
larged to better show details of construction. 
Taking up now the drawing more in de 

tail and referring first to that form of the 
invention shown in Figs. 1 to 3, 7 desig 
nates the handle of the device, tubular in 
form and carrying the tongue deflecting and 
protecting blade 8 at one end thereof, the 
blade being detachably secured to the han 
dle in this particular instance by means of 
a screw joint 9. This blade may have 
rounded and slightly sharpened edges as in 
dicated, adapting it for pressing back the 
gums and otherwise working around the 
teeth. 
The sponge-holding clamp consists of a 

relatively movable hook-shaped jaw 10, co 
operating with a relatively fixed outstand 
ing jaw-forming lug 11, provided on the 
active face of the blade. 
The movable jaw works within an opening 

12, formed in the face of the blade and is 

carried by an operating rod 13 extending 
in through said opening and through a pas 
Sage 14 in the shank portion of the blade, 
into the hollow handle. - 
The clamp is preferably automatically 

closed upon the sponge or other absorbent 
body 15, as by means of a spring 16 seated 
in the tubular handle and acting against a 
shoulder 17 on the jaw-carrying rod 13. For 
releasing and controlling the clamp, I have 
provided in the construction illustrated, an 
operating button 18 slidingly seated in the 
end of the handle and connected with the 
end of the jaw rod. By the provision of a 
Screw connection at this point, such as indi 
cated at 19, it is possible by turning this 
button So as to bring the flange 20 on the ex 
posed head thereof into engagement with 
the end of the handle, to draw on the jaw 
rod and so positively close the clamp on the 
material inserted between the jaws. Ordi 
narily this flange may serve as a stop to 
limit the inward or releasing movement of 
the button, as will be clear from Fig. 3. 
I find it desirable to form the sponge with 

a reduced neck portion 21 of a size to con 
veniently fit between the jaws of the clamp. 
This materially assists the placing of the 
Sponge and the sponge is held much more 
firmly this way, the blade serving, when the 
Sponge is in place, as a backing, bracing and 
Supporting the body of the sponge. 
The invention will be seen to be of sim 

ple, durable construction and practical and 
desirable for the purposes set forth. 

I claim: 
1. In a device of the character set forth, 

a tubular handle, a tongue-protecting blade 
carried by said handle, and a sponge-grip 
ping jaw carried by said blade and having 
an operating part extending through said 
hollow handle. 

2. In a device of the character set forth, 
a tubular handle, a tongue-protecting blade 
carried by said handle and provided with an 
Opening in one side thereof communicating 
with the interior of the hollow handle, an 
operating rod extending through the hollow 
handle and out the opening in the side of 
the blade and a Sponge-gripping jaw on the 
outer extremity of said rod coöperating with 
a wall of said opening to form a sponge gripping clamp. 

3. In a device of the character set forth, 
a tubular handle, a tongue-protecting blade 
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carried by said handle and provided with 
all opening in one side thereof communicat 
ing with the interior of the hollow handle, 
an operating rod extending through the hol 
low handle, and out the opening in the side 
of the blade and a sponge-gripping jaw on 

5 

the oriter extremity of said rod coöperating 
with a wall of said opening to form a 
Sponge-gripping clamp, and a Spring inside 
the tubular handle acting on the rod there 
in to normally hold the jaw in the sponge 
gripping position. - 

O 

4. In a device of the character set forth, 
a tubular handle, a tongue-protecting blade 

5 
an opening in one side thereof communicat 
ing with the interior of the hollow handle, 
an operating rod extending through the hol 
low handle and out the opening in the side 
of the blade, a sponge-gripping jaw on the 
outer extremity of Said rod coöperating with 

carried by said handle and provided with 
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a Wall of Said opening to form a sponge 
gripping clamp, and an operating button 
Seated in the end of the tubular handle and 
having screw-threaded engagement with the g 
jaw rod whereby by engagement with the 
end of the handle to draw on the jaw rod 
and positively close the jaw on a piece of ab 
sorbent inserted between said jaw and the 
coöperating gripping wall. 

5. In a device of the character set forth, a 
blade having an opening in one side thereof 
and a passage extending through said blade 
to Said opening, an outstanding lug at one 
edge of said opening and a clamping jaw 
coöperating With said lug, provided with an 
operating part extending through said open 
ing and through the passage aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

LEO E. EVSLIN. 

Copies of his patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Fatents, 
Washington, D. G.’ 
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