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This invention relates to improvements in phy 
sicians' examining tables or the like and aims to 
provide a simplified structure which may be pro 
duced With a minimum number of parts and at 
a reduced cost of manufacture. 
The invention Will be understood by reference 

to the accompanying drawing, in which 
Figure 1 is an elevational view of a table en 

bodying the present invention, partially shown 
in section for clearness of description; 

Figure 2 is a partial perspective view of the 
structure of Figure i in an alternative position; 

Figure 3 is another partial perspective view of 
parts shown in Figure 1. Somewhat enlarged; 

Referring in detail to the illustrative construc 
tion shown in the drawing, the numeral indi 
cates as a whole a form of examining table with 
which the present invention is here shown asso 
ciated. The table has a foot and a base part 
2, which is advantageously of the cabinet type, 
having a number of compartments, two such 
being indicated suggestively at 3 and 4, which 
may be used for purposes of storage of instru 
ments, utensils, or other physicians' equipment. 
The compartment 3 may have drawers therein 
for this use, not here shown, and the compart 
ment 4 may have a door 5 at the head of the 
table openable by means of a handle 6. 
Supported on the base 2 are rest members 

and 8, having the usual padded surfaces for 
contacting the human body When a person is re 
clined thereon, for examination or treatment, as 
the case may be. The rest member 8 has ad 
vantageously an integral head rest portion 9. 
In this instance, the rest member 7 is fixed to 
the table top or base 2 and the rest member 8 
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is hinged thereto as at 20 to move toward and . 
from the base. 

In accordance with the present invention, the 
rest member 8 is held in selectively adjusted 
position with respect to the base by means of a 
single, centrally located lifter rod 2. The rod 
may be articulated with the rest member 8 as 
by being pivoted at its upper end at 2 fa on the 
bracket 22 secured to the under side of the rest 
member, the rod being thus arranged to move 
in a vertical plane extending medially longitudi 
nally of the base and rest member, the lower end 
of the rod 2? being freely received within the 
base for Such movement. 
To hold the rod from vertical movement when 

desired and consequently to retain the rest mem 
ber 8 temporarily in adjusted position, the rod 
intermediate portion passes through a frictional 
gripping member 23, which may be fixedly car 
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against the pull of the spring 21. 

plate 3 

ried by a shaft 24 suitably mounted for partial 
rotation in the side walls of the base 2 and ter 
minating in the handles 25 at each side of the 
table. It Will be understood that the lifter rod 
passes loosely through a hole in the member 23, 
Which may be in the form of a casting having an 
ear 26 to which is attached one end of an ex 
tension coil spring 27 anchored as at 28 within 
the compartment 4. The spring 27 tends to 
pull the casting 23 downwardly So that the rod 
2 is somewhat jammed therein and is thus held 
from downward movement until the casting 23 is 
rotated to be normal to the rod, at which time 
the rod Will move freely therethrough. This may 
be done by manual operation of either one of the 
handles 25 to actuate the casting 23 as described 

It will be un 
derstood that to move the rest member 8 up 
Wardly it is not necessary to operate the handle 
Since the frictional drag of the rod will actuate 
the casting 23. 

Since the rest member is thus supported by a 
single rod, it is important that lateral canting 
of the rod be prevented, and to this end the in 
vention contemplates that the intermediate por 
tion of the lifter rod be supported against lateral 
movement by means arranged at a plurality of 
relatively far apart vertically spaced points in 
the table base. For this purpose the upper sur 
face 29 of the base, having an opening 30 there 
in through which the rod passes, carries a guide 

having a laterally restricted slot 32 
therein for slidably but Snugly passing the rod 
therethrough.. The slot 32 is elongated longi 
tudinally of the table for accommodating the an 
gular positions of the rod, which is thus in effect 
articulated both to the rest member and to the 
base. . 

Again, following this invention, at another 
place in the base the rod is further supported 
laterally. In this instance the lower end of the 
rod is guarded by a box-like structure having side 
Walls 33 and 34 and the end wall 35. The side 
walls 33 and 34 may be secured as exemplified 
at 36 to the partition 37 which separates the 
compartments 3 and f4 and the end wall 35 may 
be secured as exemplified at 38 to the top surface 
39 of the table foot ff. Thus, there is provided 
a chamber 40 which receives the lower end of the 
rod and guards against interference with the rod 
by utensils or other articles stored in the com 
partment 4. Disposed in the upper otherwise 
open end of the chamber 40 are guiding means 
for the rod 2 here shown as a pair of channel 
members 4 having depending spaced apart 



2 
flanges 2 between which the rod 2i slidingly 
passes, the channel members thus defining a 
longitudinally elongated but laterally restricted 
Slot 43 for the lifter rod similar to and desirably 
supplementing the function of the slotted plate 
3 previously described. 
The channel members 4 may be secured by 

their outer flanges to the side Walls 33 and 34 of 
the chamber 40 as exemplified at 44 and may 
be secured together at their ends as by riveted 
cross pieces 45, the latter serving also to close the 
ends of the slot 43. In one form of the applica 
tion of this invention, the Spring 27 may be se 
cured as shown to one of the channel members 4. 
A stop pin 46 on the lower extremity of the rod 
2 prevents accidental entire withdrawal of the 
rod from the chamber 49. 
Further in accordance with this invention, the 

weight of the rest member 8 is partially sus 
tained by the base through the intermediation of 
a compression Spring disposed between the rest 
member 8 and the base 2 and between the lifter 
rod and the place where the rest member is hinged 
to the base. Such a spring is here shown in the 
form of a compression torsion spring 47 in the 
form of a somewhat heavy wire loop having its 
otherwise free ends 48 clamped by a clamping 
plate 49 secured as at 50 to the upper surface 23 
of the base 2. The clamping plate 49 may have 
inverted troughed margins 5 which are of in 
ternal diameter suitable to tightly receive the 
spring ends 48 and clamp them against the table 
top 29. It Will be understood that the under face 
'of the rest member 8 is upwardly recessed as at 
52 so as to afford room for the coils 53 of the 
spring 47 when the rest member is parallel to the 
table top 29, at which time the Spring ends 43 and 
bight 54 of the spring are in Substantially the 
same plane horizontal with the base top 29 and 
Within the recess 52. 
The bight 54 of the spring loop is desirably of 

right angular formation and slidably presses 
"against the rest member 8 through the inter 
mediation of a rider plate 55 secured as at 56 to 
the under surface 8a of the rest member 8, which 
rider plate by reducing friction both minimizes 
Wear and enhances the effectiveness of the Can 
ming action of the spring. 
Thus, the spring 47 tends to separate the rest 

member and base, making it relatively easy to 
traise the rest member even when a patient is re 
clining thereon, with a minimum and economy of 
parts and construction for this purpose, this being 
further contributed to by the single lifter rod, the 
use of which is made possible by the combination 
of expedients here disclosed. 

It is not intended that the invention should be 
understood to be limited to details of Construction 
here shown and described in connection. With the 
example here given. Furthermore, it is not in 
tended that it be supposed that all features of the 
invention here disclosed must be used conjointly, 
as it is intended to be understood that under Cer 
tain circumstances various combinations or Sub 
combinations may be advantageously employed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a physician's examining table or the like 

having a cabinet base and a padded rest member 
hinged thereto to move toward and from the base, 
that improvement therein which comprises a 
single centrally located lifter rod having its upper 
end articulated with the rest member and having 
its lower end freely received in the base, means 
operatively associated with the base and the lifter 
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tion of the rod to retain the rest member in selec 
tively adjusted positions with respect to the base 
and a restricted chamber having walls within and 
distinct from the walls of the base receiving the 
lower end of the lifter rod, said chamber having a 
longitudinally elongated laterally restricted slot 
in its upper Wall passing an intermediate portion 
of the rod Snugly but slidably therethrough. 

2. In a physician's examining table or the like 
embodying a cabinet base having a flat top and a 
padded rest member hinged thereto to move in a 
Welctical plane toward and from the base, that 
improvement therein which comprises a com 
pression torsion spring disposed between the 
rest member and base top adjacent the place 
Where the rest member is hinged to the base and 
tending to Separate the rest member and base, 
Wherein the torsion spring is of loop formation 
having a pair of ends, the rest member having a 
recess in its under face, a clamping plate securing 
the said ends to the base and a rider plate secured 
.to the under face of the rest member Within the 
recess in the vicinity of the bight of the loop and 
against Which the latter slidably presses during 
movement of the rest member, said Spring ends 
and the bight of the loop being in substantially 
the same plane horizontally with the base top and 
Within the recess when the rest member is moved 
to horizontal position parallel with the base top 
Whereby said spring is concealed within the recess, 
a single centrally located lifter rod articulated at 
its upper end with the rest member and having 
its lower free end received within the base, and 
releasable means for frictionally gripping the 
lifter rod to retain the rest member in selected 
positions in said plane. 

3. In a physician's examining table or the like 
embodying a cabinet base having a flat top and 
a rest member hinged thereto to move in a ver 
tical plane toward and from the base, that im 
provement therein which comprises a compres 
ision Spring disposed between the rest member and 
base top adjacent the place where the rest mem 
ber is hinged to the base and tending to separate 
the rest member and base, the rest member hav 
ing a receSS in its under face, said spring being 
received within the recess when the rest member 
is moved to horizontal position parallel with the 
base top whereby said spring is concealed in said 
last mentioned position, and manually releasable 
'means for retaining the rest member in selected 
positions in said plane. 

4. In a physician's examining table, or the like 
having a base and a rest member hinged there 
to to move toward and from the base, that im 
provement therein. Which comprises a Single cen 
trally located lifter rod movable in a vertical 
plane extending medially longitudinally of the 
base, said rod being articulated at its upper end 
With the rest member and having its lower free 
end received in the base, lateral supporting means 
carried by the base passing an intermediate por 
tion of the lifter rod therethrough, said means 
having a laterally restricted slot therein through 
Which the rod passes and said slot being elongat 
ed longitudinally of the base for accommodating 
different angular positions of the rod with respect 
to the base, said slotted means having a pair of 
vertical walls extending in the direction of said 
plane and laterally spaced apart for slidably but 
Snugly passing the rod therethrough whereby to 
guard against lateral canting of the rod, means 
carried by the base for adjustably gripping or 

rod for frictionally gripping an intermediate por-75 releasing the rod for said movement, and a con 
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pression Spring between the base and Fest member 
urging the rest member upwardly. 

5. In a physician's examining table or the like 
having a base and a rest member hinged thereto 
to move toward and from the base, that improve 
ment therein. Which comprises a single centrally 
located lifter rod movable in a vertical plane ex 
tending medially longitudinally of the base, said 
rod being articulated at its upper end with the 
rest member and having its lower free end re 
ceived in the base, lateral Supporting means car 
lied by the base passing an intermediate portion 
of the lifter rod therethrough, Said means having 
a laterally restricted slot therein through which 
the rod passes and said slot being elongated lon 
gitudinally of the base for accommodating dif 
ferent angular positions of the rod with respect 
to the base, Said slotted means having a pair of 
vertical walls extending in the direction of Said 
plane and laterally spaced apart for slidably but 
Snugly passing the rod therethrough Whereby to 
guard against lateral canting of the rod, and 
means carried by the base for adjustably gripping 
or releasing the rod for Said movement. 

U 

2) 

3 
6. In a physician's examining table or the like 

having a base and a rest member hinged thereto 
to move toward and from the base, that improve 
ment therein which comprises a single centrally 
located lifter rod movable in a vertical plane ex 
tending medially longitudinally of the base, said 
rod being articulated at its upper end with the 
rest member and having a lower free end received 
in the base, lateral supporting means carried by 
the base passing the intermediate portion of the 
lifter rod therethrough, said means having a lat 
erally restricted slot therein through which the 
I'Od passes and Said slot being elongated longi 
tudinally of the base for accommodating differ 
ent angular positions of the rod with respect to 
the base, said slotted means having a pair of ver 
tically Spaced apart Wall portions extending in 
the direction of said plane and laterally spaced 
apart for slidably but Snugly passing the rod 
therethrough. Whereby to guard against lateral 

... canting of the rod, and means carried by the base 
for adjustably gripping or releasing the rod for 
said movement. 

GEORGE E. FROELICH. 


