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2,385, 593
ACCOUNTING AND FILING SYSTEM

Herbert Weston, New York, N. Y.; vested in:the -
Alien Property Custodlan

Applicatlon January 3, -1942, Serral.No. ‘425,498 7

6 Claims.

This invention relates generally to card indexes
or card registers of the kind in which the index
cards or sheets have certain structural character-
istics adapted to cooperate with" portions of a
container or holder for the cards to permit the
positioning of the cards in relative offset rela-
tion whereby portions of all such cards- will be
visible, More particularly, the invention relates
to containers for the cards whereby such cards
may be readily arranged and handled. Account-
ing and filing systems of this general character
are disclosed and claimed in United States Pat-
ents Number 1,713,945 granted May 21, 1929;
Number 1,975,566 granted October 2, 1934; and
Number 2,192,178 granted March 5, 1940.

It has been proposed to employ slotted or aper-
tured cards cooperating with supporting or posi-
tioning ribs and the like whereby the cards may

10 .

(Cl. 312—150)

. The invention also has for an object a drawer

for a portable tray from which it may be readily
removed and conveniently replaced and in which
the tray is accessible from .either side of the
drawer. ‘
. ‘The invention also seeks constructions which
are practical from the standpoint of ease and
practicability. of manufacture and convenience
and durablhty in use.

These and other objects of the invention and
the means for their attainment will’ be more ap-
parent from. the following detailed description,
taken in connection with the accompanying draw-

. Ings. illustrating one embodiment by which the

16

be offset either vertically or horizontally with ...

respect to one another, and, in its simplest form,
this arrangement involved slotting or perforating
the cards or sheets along the lower edges there-

20

of for horizontal offsetting as well as vertical

offsetting.

Such cards have been contained within cabinets
or drawers having inclined and adjustable back-
rests to support banks of the cards, individual
banks being separated by adjustable or readily
movable partitions or dividers. :

It has also been proposed to. provide readily
portable racks or trays adapted’' to stand upon
a table or desk and having movable side walls,
the bottom of the tray being provided with posi-

‘25

- walls of the base member,

30

tioning bars corresponding to the positioning - -

members of a cahinet, but such proposals have,
in the main, been in lieu of cabinets as a simple
and more inexpensive container for the cards,
and, except for a reduction in weight and size
due to the smaller carrying. capacity, they have
afforded no advantages over the usual form of
cabinet or container for the cards and have had
the added disadvantage of collecting dust and
dirt and occupying cons1derab1e space in storage
on shelves.

One object of the invention is a portable carner
or tray for a plurality of index cards which has

40

all of the advantages of the cabinet-so far as -

visibility and accessibility of the cards are con-

cerned, but which may be disposed in the drawer . -

of, say, a filing cabinet in a compact arrange-

ment while af the same:time, when the-drawer:

is opened, side wall portions of the portable tray
are capable of angular displacement to afford in-
clined supporting surfaces for the cards in ready
reading position.

50

55

invention may be realized and in which: )

Figure 1 is a plan view showing a portable tray
in a drawer according to this invention, the
drawer being shown in closed position;

Figure 2 is a view in end elevation of the ‘port-
able tray of Figure 1 in a drawer, the front of
which has been removed; and

Figure 3 is a fragmentary view in front eleva-
tlon showmg details of construction.

The portable tray of this invention, 1nd1cated
generally by .the reference character {1 (Figure
1), comprises & rectangular base member having
a bottom £2; integral side walls 14 and end mem-
bers 16 whlch are of greater height than the side
Pivotally mounted
upon the tray 51dewalls 14 are movable side mem-
bers . 20. -These 51de members 20 are pivotally
mounted as by hinges 22 so that they may-be
swung outwa_rdly at-an angle. The side mem-
bers 20 are also provided with inwardly directed
flanges or wings 26 at their front and rear edges
which -are-formed with arcuate slots 28, respec-
tively, and the end members 16 are each provided
with pins 29 passing through the respective slots
28 so that the sides may be moved from the full
line position indicated in Figure 2 to the dotted
line posmon shown in that figure.

The tray of the invention. is illustrated in Flg-
ure 1-as-provided on its bottom surface with
transversely extending positioning bars 24 dis-
pbosed -in parallel relation and equally spaced
across the bottom of the cabinet as, for instance,
by positioning their ends in- slots formed in lon-
gitudinally extendmg rectangular retaining mem-
bers 25.

The cabinet in which the portable tray of this
invention' is. housed when not in use may take
the general form of a filing cabinet in which one
drawer -or a plurality of superimposed drawers
may be housed. . In the illustrated embodiment a
cabinet for a single drawer is shown comprising
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vertical side walls 30, top 32, a bottom 86 and an -

end wall 37 at the rear. A rectangular pan or clip
is shown comprising the bottom 40, and tray en-
gaging sides 46 to support the portable tray. On

the front end of the clip 40, 46 is carried the front &

wall 38 provided with a handle 39 to facilitate ma-
nipulation and thus form the drawer. The drawer
is conveniently of metal,

Any suitable form of cradle suspension for the

clip may be provided whereby the drawers 38, 40, 10
~and-a-drawer slidably mounted in the cabinet be--

46 may be withdrawn from the cabinet and sult-
ably supported to permit access to the tray. As

illustrated, a slide &4 is formed with sides 456 on:,
which are pivoted rollers or wheels.48 which roll ,
To this end the wheels 48 15
“pass through slots 50 in the slide 44;. Upper wheels.:
51 are also mounted on the sides 45 and are:po-~. .
sitioned by a track 52 on the side of the cabinet...

on the bottom 38.

The pan or clip 40 forming the drawer proper

‘with side flanges 54 which are positioned between
the- respectwe wheels 48;: 51 to travel therebe-
tween: Thus the drawer 44 28 is readily ‘moved
in-and out of the cabinet and is supported in its

oben position against tipping by the cradle sus— 25

pension thus described..

When, therefore; the clip-is grasped by the
handle 89,-it may be pulled outwardly-of the cab-
inet as a drawer and-the portable tray .can then

be lifted out of the clip and ‘carried-to any-point 30

where the contents of thetray are to be examined.

If-desired, an inner metal lining -may: ‘be pro-
vided for the cabinet as indicated at-59 along the
bottom-36-and at 60-along the sides 30.- If desired,

‘the edge portions of the bottom lining may be up- 35
wardly offset as at 6 to define tracks or gu1des -

for the rollers 48 within-the cabinet.- -
In.orderthat the drawer with-the tray therein
may be returned-without-difficulty within the cab-

inet; provision: is made for retaining-the movable 40

side-walls -20 in = vertical position.- To this end,
leaf springs 55, 56 are- mounted-on the ‘sides-of
the--cabinet - to- suppert- rollers 51 which- are
adapted to contaet -the -movable walls 20 of -the

tray-to-yieldingly hold-them in-the vertical posi- 45

tion shown in-Figure 2. Preferably the lower leaf
spring- 55-is-fixed in position -as by the-stud 58
while the end of the upper -leaf spring 56 shdes
on the eabinet-as will be understood.: -

The purpese-and operation of the-several: fea-r 60

tures-of:-the invention-have-been-described in con«
. Junetion with the:description-of the structure: of
-the several:parts. - Suffice it to-say-that card-in-
dex cabinets:-have.been described-and illustrated
meeting every-requirement of business.- -
Various modifications-will eceur-tothose skilled
in-the .art-in. the composition, configuration-and
disposition -of the compenent elements- going- to
makewup -the invention-as a whole as well-as-the

selection:and combination: of particular features gq

to. satisfy. specific -situations-and-no limitation-is-
intended by the phraseclogy of the foregoing de~
scription or illustrations.in.the annexed-drawings
except-as.indicated in the appended claims.-

What is.'claimed is:

L<In combination, a cabinet: having s1dewalls
and.a.drawer slidable in the cabinet from a closed
pesition -between:the: sidewalls to' an-open: posi=

tion:wherein. the ‘open: sides of ‘the:drawer.--are
exposed in front of the cabinet, said drawer-hav~ 7g
. to- pivot ‘gravitationallyoutwardly: as . the drawer-

ing.low sides;.a remeovable- tray. on- the-drawer,
saiditray having side: members mounted:thereon:
- for.lateral displacement.from normal inward po-
sitions.to positions:beyond the sides of the draw-~

er, and yielding ineahs seéured on the sidewalls of
the cabinet for yieldably pressing the side mem-
bers of the tray toward their normal inward
positions while the drawer is in its closed position
within the cabinet, said side members of the tray -
being arranged to fall outwardly to their laterally
displaced positions ag the drawer is drawn out
from the cabinet sufficiently to disengage the side
members of the tray from said yielding means.

. 27 In combination,; a; cabinet -having sidewalls

tween said sidewalls, said drawer having low

-sides, a removable tray in the drawer, said. tray

haying:side-members mounted on the 51des of the
tray for lateral displacement from normal inward

- positions-substantially aliened with the sides of

the- tray-to positions laterally outwardly of the
sides..of: the:tray, and yielding means secured on

€ " the sidewalls of the cabinet and arranged to en-
and supporting the. removable tray 11 is. formed: 20

gage-the-outer surfaces of said side members on
the tray while the drawer. is.in, closed.position.in
the.cahinet, and, yieldably hold. said.side members
in their. nofmal. inward :positions,. said. tray.side
members: being, arranged, to fall.to their laterally

_outwardly displaced -positions.as. the. drawer is

meoved. sufficiently out. of the cabinet.to, disengage
the tray. side membets from.said yielding:means.

‘3. In_combination, a:cabinet.having:sidewalls
and.a drawer:slidably mounted in-the.cabinet be-
tween .said’ sidewalls,..said. . drawer:. ‘haying - low
sides,. & remoyable.tray in. the drawer, said- tray
having side members mounted on.the sides of the
tray for lateral d1splacement from normal mward
positions: substa,ntlaliy -aligned with the sides: of
the  tray .to positions laterally soutward thereof,
and resilienfly . mounted- reller-means secured:;on
the -cabinet: sidewalls. and .arranged. to. ¥ieldably
press. the. tray -side. members:: inwardly:-to. their
normal positions: as. the; -drawer is- cloeed - said

t0: dléengagé ‘Ehe 3 tray s1de members ;rom s'ud
roller means,
4 The:: combination;: as:.recited: by clzum-‘3

' whez:em cegeh;iof said "resiliently mounted :roller

means. comprises a-roller,:andleaf spring.means
fastenedito dhe cabinet sidewall-and carrying the
roller in laterally 1nwand1yxspa.ced ,relatmn to the
cahinet sidewall.:

- 8.. The: combmatmn a8 recrced :by: claim=:3,
whe.rem. each: of.:said resiliently mounted: xoller:
means.comprises: a; rofler; and bowed leaf spring

5 meanschayving:one end.fastened:fo the cabinet

sidewall:and -the -other end::in free sliding.en=
gagement: with::the. cabinet :sidewall;: with :said’
roller means. carried: mtepmedla,te the: ends of the
leaf spring.

6. Thea.combination:withia. cabmet havmg sxde-

walls:gndia:drawer slidably mounted between:the:

sidewalls; of-a dray. removably:supported on:the
drawer;-said-tray having:side: members. pivetaily.
mounted onthe sidewalls.of thetray, and resilient.

g5 means on the-cabinet sidewalls arranged:io-en-
. gage-the pivoted: side-members: on:the tray so-as

to-press:said:-side members laterally inwardly.to=; .
ward: their-normal ;inward:positions. within sthe-
cabinetisidewalls. in: the: closed - position.of:the
drawer; -said:tray-side: members: being arranged:

is-moved: open:sufficiently to: dlsengage said tray
su-:!e ‘members from-said resﬂient means .



