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This invention relates to books such as customer 
account books, inventory books and the like and 
particularly to books of this character which are 
loose leaf and are of the so-called “visible index' 

- type. 
In books of this type it has been the practice 

to arrange the sheets in groups the Successive 
sheets of each group overlapping one another 
from top to bottom so as to leave the lower margin 
of each sheet exposed. A customer's name or 
other identifying information is Written on the 
lower margin and with the sheets arranged in 
this manner the names on the entire group of 
the sheets will be visible without the necessity 
of turning the sheets over. 
One objection to books of this character is that, 

due to the overlapping, the group of sheets is 
much thicker at the part midway between the 
top and bottom, than at other parts. This defect 
is particularly noticeable when attempts are made 
to Write on the sheet because the Surface of the 
sheet is not flat but is rounded up toward the cen 
ter. In fact, this objectionable feature necessari 
ly limits the number of sheets which can con 
Veniently be employed in a single binder. 
One object of my invention is to avoid "this ob 

jectionable feature by providing division sheets 
between the successive groups; these division 
sheets being provided with flanges along their 
edges so that when the book is opened to any one 
group of sheets, the top and bottom portions of 
this group will be lifted or held about above the 
corresponding portions of sheets of the groups 
lying below. 
In one form of my invention the flanges of the 

division sheets are arranged outside the group of 
sheets thus forming in effect a shallow box in 
which the group of sheets lies. In another form 
of my invention, the flanges lie in contact with 
the edges of the group and are suitably tapered 
to compensate for the varying thickness of the 
groups below. I preferably cut away the inner 
portion of the division sheet midway between the 
top and bottom as I find it facilitates the inser 
tion and removal of the sheetS. 
By the employment of this feature of my in 

vention not only can the book be more easily used, 
but the capacity of the binder is greatly in 
creased. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a 

sheet with spaces on opposite sides for recording 
information and which is perforated adjacent Op 
posite edges so the sheet may be inserted in the 
binder with either edge engaged by the binder 
prong; and a still further object of my invention 

(CI. 129—1) 
is to arrange each group of sheets as two sub 
groups with the overlapping sheets of one sub 
group facing the overlapping sheets of the other 
group. Thus when the group is opened at its 
center the identifying information of all the 
sheets of both sub-groups will be visible. This 
permits a maximum number of sheets to be in 
Spected at a glance. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

between the sub-groups of sheets a transparent 
sheet which I will term a lifting sheet and which 
is provided with a tab to be taken hold of to open 
the group of sheets at its center. The lifting 
sheet may be of transparent celluloid or other 
flexible material which will not obstruct the view 
of either side of the open book. The lifting sheet 
need not be of the same area as the group of 
sheets, it being necessary merely that it be of 
Sufficient area that when it is raised it will lift 
all of the overlapping sheets of the sub-group. 
By making the lifting sheet of proper width, and 
placing the tab in one corner of the lifting sheet, 
I may use identical lifting sheets for all the 
groups of sheets in the book and insert each lift 
ing sheet in the binder So that its tab will be lo 
cated at any desired point from top to bottom of 
the book. This is of particular advantage when 
the tab is to receive index markings and it is de 
sired to arrange the tabs so that they all Will be 
Visible. 
A further object is to provide means to facil 

itate the opening of the book at any desired place. 
A book of this character often contains many 
hundreds of pages, a great number of index tabs 
are employed and the tabs, if they are all to be 
visible, are necessarily small in area, and do not 
provide sufficient space adequately to display 
index markingS. To remedy this, it has been sug 
gested that the index markings be placed on the 
inside of the covers of the book immediately 
below the corresponding tab. Thus if a tab 
Opens a book at a page containing names be 
ginning with “BER', the indication “BER'' Will 
be printed adjacent the outer edge of the inside 
of the covers at the same distance, as the tab, 
from top of the book. However, when the tabs 
are numerous and close together and particularly 
if the book is thick, it is often difficult to judge 
which of a number of adjacent tabs is the tab 
corresponding to a given index marking. In 
order to remedy this, I impart to the tab and to 
the corresponding part of the cover, which car 
ries the marking Some characteristic which 
serves to distinguish the tab from the adjacent 
tabs. Thus, for example, I may mark alternate 
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2 
tabs with a star or other geometrical figure and 
mark the corresponding places on the cover with 
the Same figures. I find, however, that colors 
are the most readily discernible characteristic. 
Thus I may color Successive tabs red, yellow, blue 
and green, repeating this sequence from top to 
bottom of the book and place the same colors at 
the corresponding points of the cover. 
Other objects and advantages of my invention 

will appear from the following description taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawings 
Wherein: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a book embody 
ing one form of my invention, the book being 
open at the center of one of the groups of sheets 
contained therein; 

Figure 2 is an end elevation of the construc 
tion shown in Figure l; 

Figure 3 is a detail perspective view of the in 
ner portion of one of the division sheets With a 
number of overlapping sheets of one group lying 
thereon; the sheets being cut along a line from 
top to bottom to better illustrate the manner of 
applying the flanges to the division sheets; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of one of the 
division. SheetS; 
Figure 5 is a detail sectional view taken through 

the flanges on opposite sides of the division 
sheet; 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a modified 
form of division sheet showing tapered flanges; 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a modified 
form of division sheet formed of transparent 
material; and , 

Figure 8 is a detail of one of the pockets at the 
outer margin of the cover of the binder, for con 
taining the index cards. 

Referring more particularly to Figures 1 and 2, 
the book comprises a loose leaf binder fo having 
covers and suitable prongs 2 adapted to be 
inserted through the leaves of the book for Se 
curing leaves therein. Any suitable mechanism, 
not shown, may be used for operating the prongs, 
or rings. 
The book comprises groups 5 of sheets 6, the 

groups being divided into two sub-groups 7 and 
18 which when the group is opened at the center as 
is illustrated in Figure 1, appear respectively at 
opposite sides of the book, the several sheets 6 
of the sub-groups 7 and 8 facing upward. The 
sheets 6 as may be seen are arranged from top 
to bottom of the book, the lower marginal por 
tions f 9 of all of the sheets being visible and these 
lower marginal portions are marked with names, 
such as customer's names or other identifying in 
formation as to the subject of the sheet. 
The remainder of the sheet is ruled to receive 

desired information, thus in the form of sheet 
illustrated the names at the lower margins may 
be purchasers of a particular make of automobile 
and the data on the remainder of the sheet, that 
pertaining to the inspection by the company of 
the car sold to the customer, its condition at 
various dates, etc. The back of the sheets 6 
are similarly printed from the top edge down 
with the lower margin having a Space for the 
same name or identifying information and both 
side margins of the sheet are perforated so that 
When one side of the sheet is completely filled in 
it may be taken out of the binder and reversed 
with the prongs extending through the other row 
of perforations. By this construction, it will be 
seen that printing is always right side up whether 
the sheet be turned over While it remains in the 

2,068,262 
binder or taken out of the binder and re-inserted 
from the opposite edge. 
To facilitate the opening of the book at the 

middle of any desired group of sheets, I pref 
erably employ a transparent sheet 20 of celluloid 
or similar material provided at one corner with 
a tab 2. As will be seen the transparent sheet 
20 has a width from top to bottom slightly great 
er than the distance from the bottom of the top 
sheet f6 to the bottom of the group of sheets 6 
and it is provided with a perforated hinge at 
22 so that it may be inserted in the binder. In 
any position of this sheet in the binder, it should 
extend up onto the top sheet f6 in order that it 
Will lift the entire sub-group of sheets. The tab 
2 may be positioned wherever desired by properly 
positioning the sheet 20 in the binder. Thus, 
all of the lower positions from top to bottom of 
the book may be covered with a tab at the lower 
corner of the sheet 20 and by taking the sheet 20 
out of the binder and reversing it, so that the 
tab is in the upper corner, the upper positions 
may be covered. 
Between each group of sheets, I provide a divi 

Sion sheet 25 which is formed with an outer flange 
26 which for flexibility may conveniently be 
formed of rubber and may be held in place by ad 
hesive tape 27. The tape 27 is preferably inter 
rupted at 29 along the portions where the sheet 
bends as the book is opened to increase the flex 
ibility of the flange. The inner margins of the 
division sheet 25 at top and bottom are provided 
with perforations for insertion in the binder and 
the midportion is cut away as indicated at 30. 
The flange as it extends along the inner edge is 
tapered along the center as indicated at 3, thus 
compensating for the differences of thickness of 
the group of SheetS. 
In the form of division sheet shown in Figure 4, 

the entire group of sheets 6 between successive 
division sheets lie entirely within the flanges 26, 
While in the form of sheet shown in Figure 6, the 
sheet 6 rests upon the two tapered flanges 32. 
These flanges may be formed of Wood and as 
will be seen taper from top to botton towards 
the center of the sheet and also terminate at 34 
at the top and bottom somewhat short of the 
inner edge of the sheet so as to permit the sheet 
to be flexed. At the inner edge of the sheet 
shown in Figure 6 is a stiffening bead or flange 
36 located inwardly of the perforations 29. 

In Figure 7, I show a division sheet 37 similar 
in construction to that shown in Figure 4 except 
that it is formed of celluloid and is thus trans 
parent and this Sheet is provided with a tab 2 
located at one corner. Such division sheets leave 
also the function of lifting sheets and are lo 
cated at the center of the group of sheets 6 
and thus eliminating the necessity of employing 
other division sheets. 

Referring more particularly to Figures 1 and 8, 
the outer margins of the covers or the fly 
leaves of the binder inside the cover are provided 
with elongated pockets 40 which are formed of 
transparent material sewed or otherwise se 
cured to the cover along their outer edges leaving 
the inner edge 4 free and into this pocket may 
be inserted cards 42 bearing index letters 44 and 
adjacent thereto colored spots 45. The tab cor 
responding to each index indication has the same 
color as the Spot 45. 

Having now described my invention, what I 
claim and desire to Secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A book having groups of sheets overlapping 
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2,068,262 
one another from top to bottom, division sheets 
between the groups, each division sheet having 
upstanding rims extending along the top, bot 
tom and front edges with a vacant Space between 
and forming a receptacle for containing the 
sheets of a group. 

2. A book having groups of sheets Overlapping 
one another from top to bottom, division sheets 
between the groups, each division sheet having 
upstanding rims extending along the top, bot 
tom and front edges and forming a receptacle 
for containing the sheets of a group, Said rims 
being flexible at the top and bottom adjacent the 
back of the sheet and stiff at other parts. 

3. A book having groups of sheets overlapping 
one another from top to bottom, division sheets 
between the groups, each division sheet having 
upstanding rims along the front, top and bottom 
edges and forming in effect a shallow box in 
which the group of sheets is contained and hav 
ing two upstanding rims extending along the 
inner edge from the top and bottom respectively 
and each of gradually decreasing height, Said 
last named rims Serving to support the inner 
edge of the group and compensating for the vary 
ing thickneSS of the grOULp. 

4. A book having groups of Sheets Overlapping 
one another from top to bottom, division sheets 
between the groups, each division sheet having 
upstanding rims along the front, top and bot 
tom edges and forming in effect a shallow box in 
which the group of sheets is contained and hav 
ing two upstanding rims extending along the 
inner edge from the top and bottom respectively 
and each of gradually decreasing height, Said 
last named rims serving to Support the inner edge 
of the group and compensating for the varying 
thickness of the group, said division sheet be 
tWeen the inner ends of Said last named rims 
being cut away for a distance at least equal to 
one eighth of the width of the division sheet. 

5. A loose leaf book comprising a binder cover 
with prongs securing sheets therein, said sheets 
being arranged in groups with Successive sheets of 
each group overlapping each other from top to 
bottom, division sheets between successive groups, 
the division sheets being formed With upstand 
ing rims for spacing the upper and lower por 
tions of the group held therebetween being Spaced 
from the corresponding portions of the other 
groups and the division sheets being cut a Way 
from the inner edges along portions midway 
between the top and bottom and for a distance 
equal at least to one eighth of the width of the 
division sheet. 

6. A loose leaf book comprising a binder cover 
with prongs securing sheets therein, Said sheets 
being arranged in groups and each group being 
formed of two sub-groups, the sheets of the Sub 
group overlapping from top to bottom to provide 
projecting margins for receiving identifying 
markings and the sheets of one group facing the 
sheets of the other group whereby when the group 
of sheets is opened at the center, all projecting 
margins of the group are Visible and each Sheet 
being punched adjacent both the front and rear 
edges whereby it is adapted to be secured in the 
binder so as to form part of either Sub-group and 
a transparent sheet between the Sub-groups, said 
last named Sheet having a projecting tab. 

7. A loose leaf book having groups of sheets 
Overlapping One another from top to bottom, 
division sheets between groups, each division 
sheet having two upstanding rims extending along 
the inner edge from top to bottom respectively 

3 
and each of gradually decreasing height, said 
rims serving to support the inner edge of the 
group and compensating for the varying thick 
ness of the group and said sheet having a roW 
of perforations to adapt the sheet for inser 
tion in the binder, said row of perforations be 
ing located adjacent the rims and the rims ex 
tending between the perforations and the ex 
treme inner edge of the sheet. 

8. A book having groups of sheets overlapping 
one another from top to bottom, division sheets 
between successive groups, said division sheets 
being each cut away from the back edge approxi 
mately midway between the top and botton, the 
cut away portion extending inwardly of the 
sheet for a distance at least to one eighth of the 
width of the sheet. 

9. A loose leaf book comprising a binder COver 
with prongs for securing record sheets therein, 
said sheets being arranged in groups and each 
group being formed of two sub-groups, the sheets 
of the sub-group overlapping from top to botton 
to provide projecting margins for receiving 
identifying marking and the sheets of One group 
facing the sheets of the other group whereby 
when the group of sheets are opened at the center, 
all projecting margins of the group are visible 
and each sheet being punched adjacent both the 
front and rear edge whereby it is adapted to be 
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secured in the binder so as to form part of either 30 
sub-group and stiff division sheets between Suc 
cessive groups and flexible lifter sheets between 
the two sub-groups of each group and means for 
lifting said lifter sheet, said means projecting 
outwardly from the outer edge of the group of 
SheetS. 

10. A loose leaf book comprising a binder cover 
with prongs for securing record sheets therein, 
said sheets being arranged in groups and each 
group being formed of two sub-groups, the sheets 
of the sub-groups overlapping from top to bot 
tom to provide projecting margins for receiving 
identifying marking and the sheets of one group 
facing the sheets of the other group whereby 
when the group of sheets are opened at the 
center, all projecting margins of the group are 
visible and each sheet being punched adjacent 
both the front and rear edge whereby it is adapted 
to be secured in the binder So as to form part of 
either Sub-group, division sheets between suc 
cessive groups and transparent lifter sheets be 
tween the two sub-groups of each group and 
projecting tabs and lifting sheets, said tabs pro 
jecting outwardly from the Outer edge of the 
group of sheets, said division sheets being of 
greater area, than the group of sheets and said 
lifter sheet being of a lesser dimension from top 
to bottom than the division sheet. 

11. A loose leaf book comprising a binder 
COVer With prongs for Securing record sheets 
therein, said sheets being arranged in groups 
and each group being formed of two sub-groups, 
the sheets of the Sub-group overlapping from 
top to bottom to provide projecting margins for 
receiving marking and the sheets of one group 
facing the sheets of the other group whereby 
When the group of sheets are opened at the 
center, all projecting margins of the group are 
Visible and each sheet being punched adjacent 
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both the front and rear edge whereby it is adapt- 70 
ed to be secured in the binder so as to form part 
of either Sub-group and a transparent sheet be 
tween the Sub-groups, division sheets between 
Successive groups and lifter sheets between the 
tWO Sub-groups of each group and projecting tabs 75 
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on the division and lifting sheets, and means for 
lifting Said lifter sheet, said means projecting 
OutWardly from the outer edge of the group of 
Sheets, and of lesser dimension from back to 
front than the record sheet. 

12. A loose leaf book having prongs for the in 
Sertion of sheets and having groups of sheets 
held by Said prongs, the sheets of the group 
overlapping one another from top to bottom, 
leaving eXposed margins, division sheets between 
the groups having projecting portions for lifting 
the groups in opening the book, said division 
sheets extending from top to bottom of the book, 
Said groups being divided into sub-groups facing 
one another, a flexible lifter sheet between adja 
cent Sub-groups, said lifter sheet being of sub 
Stantially less width than the corresponding di 
mension of the book and of sufficient Width to 
Cover a plurality of exposed margins of the 
sheets of a Sub-group, said lifter sheet having a 
projecting tab adjacent one outer corner and 
Said lifter sheets having spaced openings for 
receiving said prongs whereby said lifter sheet 
is adapted for insertion into the book with the 
tab located at Substantially any position. Within 
a Wide range from top to bottom of the book. 

13. A loose leaf book having prongs for the in 
Sertion of sheets and having groups of sheets 
held by Said prongs, the sheets of the group over 
lapping one another from top to bottom leaving 
eXposed margins, division sheets between the 
groups having projecting portions for lifting the 
groups in opening the book, said division sheets 
extending from top to bottom of the book, said 
groups being divided into sub-groups facing one 
another, a flexible Substantially rectangular lifter 
sheet between adjacent sub-groups, said lifter 
sheet being of substantially less width than the 
corresponding dimension of the book and of Sufi 
cient width to cover a plurality of exposed mar 
gins of the sheets of a sub-group, said lifter sheet 
having a projecting tab adjacent one outer cor 
ner and said lifter sheets having equally Spaced 
openings for receiving said prongs whereby said 
lifter sheet is adapted for insertion into the book 
with the tab located at Substantially any position 
within a wide range from top to bottom of the 
book. 
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14. A loose leaf book having prongs for the 

insertion of Sheets and having groups of sheets 
held by said prongs, the sheets of the group over 
lapping one another from top to bottom leaving 
exposed margins, division sheets between the 
groups having projecting portions for lifting the 
groupS in Opening the book, Said division. Sheets 
extending from top to bottom of the book, said 
groups being divided into sub-groups facing one 
another, a flexible substantially rectangular lifter 
sheet between adjacent sub-groups, said lifter 
Sheet being of Substantially less width than the 
Corresponding dimension of the book and of suffi 
cient width to cover all exposed margins of the 
sheets of a Sub-group, said lifter sheet having a 
projecting tab adjacent one outer corner and said 
lifter sheets having equally spaced openings for 
receiving said prongs whereby said lifter sheet 
is adapted for insertion into the book with the 
tab located at Substantially any position from top 
to bottom of the book. 

15. A loose leaf book having prongs for the in 
Sertion of sheets and having groups of sheets held 
by Said prongs, the sheets of the group overlap 
ping one another from top to bottom, leaving ex 
posed margins, division sheets between the groups 
having projecting portions for lifting the groups 
in Opening the book, said division sheets extend 
ing from top to bottom of the book, said groups 
being divided into Sub-groups facing one another, 
a flexible lifter sheet between adjacent sub 
groups, Said lifter sheet being of substantially 
leSS Width than the corresponding dimension of 
the book and of sufficient width ... to cover a, plu 
rality of exposed margins of the sheets of a sub 
group, said lifter sheet having a projecting tab 
adjacent one outer corner and said lifter sheet 
having Spaced openings for receiving said prongs, 
there being a greater number of said openings 
than prongs to be received therein at any one 
time, whereby said lifter sheet is adapted for in 
Sertion into the book with the tab located at any 
One of numerous positions between the top and 
bottom of the book. 
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