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This ' invention relates to beverage infusion pack-
ages, and more particularly to a tea bag provided with
a cover which may be employed at times to surround
the tea bag either protectively, or to protect adjacent
surfaces from being stained or contaminated thereby.

A main object of the invention is to provide a novel
and improved beverage infusion package which is sim-
ple in construction, which is inexpensive to produce,
and which serves as a protective cover for a bag of in-
fusion material so that said bag is protected prior to use
thereof, and so that the bag may be retained in the cover
after it has been immersed in a liquid, to prevent con-
tamination or damage to subjacent surfaces.

A further object of the invention is to provide an im-
proved beverage infusion package which is inexpensive
to. manufacture, which is neat in appearance, and which
not only protects the infusion material contained there-
in, but also allows said infusion material to be employed
in the most economical manner possible and without

staining tables or other surfaces on which the package'

may be placed after initial use thereof.

Further objects and advantages of the invention will
become apparent from the following description and
claims, and from the accompanying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tea bag package
constructed in accordance with the present invention.

Figure 2 is a horizontal cross sectional view taken on
the line 2——2 of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a perspective view, partly broken away,
of the blank from which the envelope of the package
of Figure 1 is formed, indicating the manner in which
the blank is folded to produce the envelope member.

Figure 4 is a perspective view illustrating the manner
in which the envelope member is distorted to release the
tea bag contained therein.

Figure 5 is a perspective view illustrating the manner
in which the lower portion of the envelope member is
folded upwardly to seal the package with the tea bag
contained therein after the tea bag has been immersed
in liquid, allowing the package to be deposited on any
surface without risk of staining the surface.

Figure 6 is a perspective view illustrating a modified
form of envelope member and may be employed with the
beverage infusion package of the present invention.

Referring to the drawings, and more particularly to
Figures 1 to 5, 11 generally designates a tea bag pack-
age according to this invention, the package compris-
ing a relatively flat envelope 12 of flexible, substantial-
ly waterproof material, such as thin plastic sheet ma-
terial, the envelope being normally open at its bottom
and being sealed along its sides and along its top edge.
Thus, the envelope 12 may be formed from a rectangu-
lar blank of thin sheet plastic material, preferably of
transparent plastic material, shown in Figure 3, the rec-
tangular blank having the intermediate major wall por-
tion 13 and being folded along the vertical lines 14 and
15, to define respective side fiaps 16 and 17. The side
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flaps 16 and 17 are respectively notched at their upper
vertical edge portions, as shown at 18 and 19, the notches
18 and 19 being located so that they merge when the
flaps are folded to overlapping positions, the notches
being of sufficient size so that a rectangular aperture 20
is thereby defined. -

The marginal portions of the flaps 16 and 17 are re- -
spectively coated with suitable adhesive material, as- -
shown at 21 and 22, the overlapping surfaces- of said -
marginal portions being thus coated, whereby the mar- -
ginal portions of said overlapping surfaces may be ad-
hesively secured together by folding the blank on the
lines 14 and 15 to a substantially flat condition, - The
adhesive material 21 and 22 is preferably of the pressure-
sensitive type, so that the envelope may be formed. by -
exerting pressure on the overlapping portions of the flaps
16 and 17 having the adhesive coatings 21 and 22 there-
on.

The lower portions of the flaps 16 and 17 are formed -
with the outwardly directed vertical pleats 23 and 24,
and the lower portion of the major wall member 13 is
formed with a similar outwardly directed vemcal pleat
25,

The sheet material from which the envelope 12 is
formed preferably has a substantial amount of stiffness,
but also has sufficient flexibility to allow the walls of
the envelope to flex outwardly responsive to squeezing
force applied to the opposite vertical edges of the en-
velope. The degree of flexibility is substantially greater
at the lower portion of the envelope than at the upper
portion, because of the provision of the pleats 23, 24
and 25. Thus, when the lower portions of the side edges
of the envelope are squeezed together, as illustrated in-
Figure 4, the lower portion of the envelope bulges out
a considerable amount at the opposite side: walls of the
envelope. Normally, the resiliency -of the envelope
causes the side walls to assume substantially-flat con-
figurations and to closely embrace an infusion package
27 disposed in the envelope, as shown in Figure 2. - - - - -

Thus, the infusion package 27, which may, for exam-
ple, be a tea bag, is provided at its lower end with the
depending flexible string element 28 having a tag 29
secured to its end.  Secured to an upper corner of the
tea bag 27 is another flexible string element 30 which
extends slidably through the aperture 26 and which has
a tag 31 fastened to its outer end, the tag 31 being
substantially larger than the aperture 20.

The envelope 12 is foldable at its lower portion along
a fold line 32, so that the lower portion of the enve-
lope may be at times folded upwardly to seal off the
lower end of the envelope. For example, after the
tea bag has been immersed in the hot water for a suffi-
cient period of time, the tea bag may be replaced in
the envelope and the envelope may be sealed by fold-
ing up the lower portion thereof, in the manner illus-
trated in Figure 5, so that the package may be safely
placed -on a table or any other surface without danger
of staining the table or other surface, and may be also
safely handled by a person without danger of staining
his hands. '

The beverage infusion material, for example, tea in the
tea bag 27, is normally enclosed in the envelope 12, as
shown in Figure 1, the tag 29 depending from the bottom
of the envelope and the tag 31 depending from the string
element 30 which extends through the aperture 20. To
use the téa bag, the envelope is grasped in the manner
shown in Figure 4 and squeezing pressure is exerted on
the lower portions of the opopsite side edges of the en-
velope, causing the walls of the envelope to flex outwardly,
whereby the tea bag 27 is released and dropped into the
hot water 36 contained in a tea cup 37 or similar recep-
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tacle: - The string 30 passes through the aperture 20, but
the tag 31 is blocked and remains outside the envelope, as
illustrated in Figure 4. The tag:29 may be pulled, whereby
to facilitate the descent of the tea bag 27 from the en-
velope. Said tag' may also"be employed to lift. the fea
bag 27 out of the cup 37 after sufficient infusion has
taken place, the tag being siifiported on the rim of the cup
37 during infusion, as’ shown ifi Figure 4. Thereafter,
the tea:bag: 27 may be elevated by means of the tag 31
so that it is replaced in the envelope 12, and the botfom
margin-of the envelope may be then folded over in the
manner illustrated’in’ Figure 5 to seal the bottom of the
envelope and to prevent liquid from the tea bag from
escaping  from-the envelope. The package is thereafter
safe-to-handle and may be placed in any convenient loca-
tion. The tea bag may be'used again by unfolding the
lower marginal’ portion theieof and allowing the tea bag
to drop into another tea cup 37, or other receptacle con-
taining the hot water.

In the modification shown in Figure 6, the envelope
designated at 12’, comprises a sleeve-like body of suitable
flexible material, such as transparent sheet plastic material,
formed in the intermediate portion of one major wall
thereof with a slot 13’ and provided with a flap 14’ ad-
jacent thereto which may be adhesively secured on the
opposite margin of the slot. The slot 13’ is enlarged at
its upper portion, to define a rectangular aperture 15,
corresponding to the aperture 20 of the envelope 12. The
envelope 12 is used in the same manner as the envelope
12, and is sealed at its end edge, shown at 16’. The
envelope is open at its opposite end, as in the case of the
previously described embodiment of the invention.

While certain specific embodiments of an improved
beverage infusion package have been disclosed in the
foregoing description, it will be understood that various
modifications within the spirit of the invention may occur
to those skilled in the art. Therefore, it is intended that
no limitations be placed on the invention except as defined
by the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A beverage infusion package comprising a relatively
flat envelope of flexible, substantially waterproof material
open at its-bottom edge and sealed along its other edges,
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the lower portions of the walls of the envelope being
formed with outwardly directed vertical pleats to render
same more flexible than the upper portions of the walls,
the upper portion of one wall of said envelope being
formed with an aperture, a porous bag containing bev-
erage infusion material, said bag being receivable in said
envelope, a flexible string element secured to said bag
and extending slidably through- said aperture, and a tag
on said string element, said tag being too large to pass
through said aperture, the lower portion of the envelope
being foldable upwardly when the bag is received in the
eavelope, whereby to substantially seal said lower portion.

2. A beverage infusion package comprising a relatively
flat envelope of flexible, substantially waterproof material
open at its bottom edge and sealed along its other edges,
the Jower portions of the walls of the envelope being
formed with outwardly directed vertical pleats to render
same more flexible than the upper portions of the walls,
the upper portion of one wall of said envelope being
formed with an aperture, a porous bag containing bev-
erage infusion material, said bag being receivable in said
envelope, a first flexible string element secured to one end
portion of the bag, a tag element secured to the end por-
tion of said string element, a second flexible string ele-
ment secured to the other end portion of the bag and
extending slidably through said aperture, and a tag ele-
ment on the end of said second flexible string element,
said tag element being substantially larger than said aper-
ture to prevent complete passage of the second string ele-
ment through said aperture, the lower portion of the en-
velope being foldable upwardly when the bag is received
in the envelope, whereby to substantially seal said lower
portion.
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