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(57) Abstract

A continuous process for the manufacture of a ceramic sintered comopact wherein the process comprises the steps of: forming a green
compact from a powder mixture comprising a first component comprising compounds which contain elements of silicon, aluminum, oxygen
and nitrogen; and the powder mixture further comprising a second component comprising a compound of at least one element selected from
the group consisting of yttrium, scandium, cerium, lanthanum and the metals of the lanthanide series, and the second component comprising
between 0.1 and 10 weight percent of the powder mixture; heat treating the green compact wherein the heat treatment comprises continously
passing the green compact through at least one heating zone so as to produce a sintered compact.
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characterised by its composition and surface region.
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