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This invention relates to stretchers and 
more particularly toa stretchermade in two 
parts which are so secured together that no 
discomfort will be offered to apatientlying 
upon the stretcher and at the same time the 
parts may be disconnected for removal from 
beneath the patient with the slightest incom 
venience to the latter. 
According to the usual construction, 

ä0 stretchers aremadeinone piece so that When, 
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for example, a patient is carried tohis bed, 
itis necessary to lay the stretcherand patient 
down and lift the patient from the stretcher 
to the bed. Ithasalso been proposed tomake 
astretcherintwodetachable parts whichmay 
be secured together when the stretcher is in 
use, but such devices have not come intogen 
eral use due to certain disadvantages there 
of, such as for instance, the fact that the 

20 means used to secure the two parts of the 
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stretcher together is of such a nature and 
such a size that considerable discomfort 
would be experienced by the patient when 
supported by the stretcher. 
One object of my inventionis to provide a 

stretchermade of two detachable parts and 
secured together by a substantially flat strip 
ofmaterialso that no appreciable ribor pro 
truding portion will be formed atthe jointbe 
tween the sections such as would offer dis 
comfort to the patient. 
Another object of my inventionis to pro 

vide a stretcher comprising two detachable 
sections which may be securely and easily 
fastened together when the stretcher is in 
use, andat the same time be easily detached 
so that they may be removed from beneath 
the patient, and so constructed that the joint 
between the sectionsis substantially flat and 
calculatedto offerno discomfort tothepatient 
lying thereon. 
A stil further object of my inventionis to 

provide a stretcher comprising two sections 
having loops or knuckles designed to be 
placed in registry and secured together by a. 
hollow strap offlexible fabricorsimilarma 
terial, the strap being stifened for insertion 
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into the loops of the stretcherpartsby means 
of a stiff strip of material which may be re 

moved when the 
stretcher. 
Tothese and otherends, the invention con 

sistsin the novel features and combinations 
of parts to be hereinafter described and 
claimed. v • - 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 isa topplan view of a stretcherem bodyingmy improvements; 
Fig. 2 isa sectional view on line 2–2 of 

Fig. 1; 
fig8 isa viewsimilarto Fig 2 after the 

stifeningstriphas been removed; 
Fig. 4 isa sectional view on line 4–4 of 

Fig. 1; • 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary view showing the 

construction of the two sections of the device 
adjacent their meeting edges, and Fig 6 isa view of thehollowstrap and 
stifener used therewith. 
To illustrate a preferred embodiment of 

myinvention Ihave shownin Fig. 1 astretch 
er comprising poles orhandles 10 and 11 to 
Which are secured the stretcher sections 12 
and 18. It Willbe understood that these sec 
tions will usually be made of canvas or like 
materialand that their outer edges will be 
turned about the poles in the usual manner. 
Adjacent the inner ends the sections are 

each provided with projecting loops 14 which 
are Spaced apart upon each sectiona distance 
Substantially equal to the width of the loops 
spasto leaverecesses 15 for the reception of 
the loops of the other section. It will be ob 
served that the loops on one section are stag 
gered with respectto the loops on the other 
Sothat the edges of the sections will properly 
nest together With the loops of oneentering 
the recesses of the other so as to bring the 
loops into alignment for the reception of a 
fastening meansto Securethe two sections to 
gether. 

patientis placed upon the 
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AS shown in Figs. 2,3 and 4, I propose to 
thread through the registering loopsa hol 
low tape orstrap 16. This strap will pref 
erably be substantially flat andwill comprise 
upper and lower runs or plies 17 and 18, 
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whichwill preferably bestitched together at 
one edge as at 19 soas to form a hollow or 
tubular strap open Only at the ends. If de 00 




