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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN MEYER, a
citizen of the United States, and & resident of
St. Paul, in the county of Ramsey, in the State

"5 of Minnesota, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fire-Escapes, of which
the following specification is a full, clear, and
exact description, reference being ‘also had to
the accompanying drawings, in which— .

Figure 1 is a sectional view of a portion of
abuilding, showing my improvementarranged
thereon. Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective
view of a portion of the upper end of the ap-
paratus. Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of
15 the same.

This device consists in a cloth or canvas
tube, A, somewhat longer than the height of
the bulldlng to which it is to be attached, open
at' both ends, with the upper end prov1ded

20 with suitable chains or ropes, a, and hooks b,
by which it may be fastened onto the outside
of an open window, on the building, and with
the lower end adapted to beheld outward away
from the building by persons on the ground,
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25 as shown in Fig. 1, or attached securely to a

post or other obj ect at a suitable distance away
from the building.  Then persons placing
themselves inside this tube and sliding down
within it, as shown at D in Fig. 1, will gradu-
30 ally come to a stop at the point E by means of
the natural sagging form of the cloth tube
when held firmly outward away from the build-
ing, and can then easily exit from the tube
uninjured. This is the ordinary form of flexi-
35 bletubularfire-escapes, the tubes being usually
formed of canvas or heavy cloth sufficiently
strong to bear the weight of several persons at
once, and to strengthen these tubes and render
them less liable to become worn or weakened

by straining or tearing is the principle object 40
of my invention, which consists in securing to

the tube leng thvise leather, canvas or other

suitable stay- stups d. Thus, even if the cloth

of the tube becomes br oken or torn, the stays

will support and hold it.. The stays also pre-

vent the strains from coming upon the cloth

entirely. The stays d upon one side of the

tube will be connected to each other atregular

intervals by cross stays or straps e, which not-
only serve as additional supports, but also as

ladder-rounds, by which persons may ascend

and descend upon the tube, in the samé man-

ner as by an ordinary rope ladder.

Hooks or eyebolts g, or other suitable devices,
will be attached permanently to the window 55
frames or casings, to which the tube may be
secured when it is to be used.

‘When not in use the tube will be rolled up
into a small space, and then when it is to be
used the upper end is connected to the hooks 60
or eyes g by the hooks or chains a b, as before
described, and the-tube thrown out and the
lower end allowed to fall to the ground.

The tube A may be made fire-proof by
chemical means, if desired.

Having deseribed my invention and set forth
its merits, what I claim is—

In a fire-escape, a tube, A, of cloth, canvas,
or other flexible material, one or more stays,
d, secured to said tube lengthwise, and loops
e, connecting said stays crosswise of said tube,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have heretinto set my
hand in presence of two subscribing witnesses.

CHRISTIAN MEYER.
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“Witnesses:
C. N. WOODWARD,
Louis FEESER.




