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(57) Abstract: The method for using a machine oil used for at least one of lubrication and power transmission comprises:
a first oxidation stability determination step for determining whether the oxidation stability of an in-use or used machine
oil is equal to or higher than a first prescribed level; a first continuing use step for continuing to use the in-use or used
machine oil when it is determined that the oxidation stability is equal to or higher than the first prescribed level; an addition
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step for adding an additive for regeneration to the machine oil so that the oxidation stability is equal to or higher than a
second prescribed level when it is determined that the oxidation stability is lower than the first prescribed level; and a
second continuing use step for continuing to use the machine oil to which the additive has been added.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

(Invention 1) Claims 1-4

Document 1 discloses a method for managing lubricant oil in which the extent of machine oil deterioration
is determined using effective antioxidant persistence, etc., and use of the lubricant oil is continued upon adding
supplemental antioxidant according to the determination results. Claims 1-2 lack novelty in light of document 1
and thus do not have a special technical feature. However, claim 3, which depends from claim 1, has the special
technical feature of "further comprising an adsorption step in which, when it is determined in the first deterioration
progression determination step that the degree of progression of deterioration is the first degree of progression
or more, adsorption treatment for bringing the machine oil into contact with an adsorbent is carried out before
the addition step, and the addition step involves adding the additive to the machine oil for which the degree of
progression of deterioration has dropped below a second degree of progression as a result of carrying out the
adsorption treatment”. Claim 4 also has the same technical feature as claim 3. Therefore, claims 1-4 are classified as
invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 5-17

Claims 5-16 cannot be said to share a same or corresponding technical feature with claim 3 classified as invention
1.

In addition, claims 5-16 are not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified
as invention 1.

Therefore, claims 5-16 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Accordingly, claims 5-16 are classified as invention 2.

Claim 17 cannot be said to share a same or corresponding technical feature with claim 3 classified as invention 1.

In addition, claim 17 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as
invention 1.

Therefore, claim 17 also cannot be classified as invention 1.

It can be said that claim 17 shares a same or corresponding technical feature with claims 5-16 classified as
invention 2, or claim 17 is substantially identical to or similarly closely related to the claims classified as invention 2.

Accordingly, claim 17 is also classified as invention 2.

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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