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UNITED STATES

Patented August 18, 1903,

PaTeENT OFFICE.

ALEXANDER L. SHANKLIN AND JACOB G. HAUSAM, OF KANSAS CITY,
MISSOURI.

DRAWER FOR REFRIGERATORS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 736,449, dated August 18, 1903,
Application filed March 28, 1903. Serial No, 149,950, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that we, ALEXANDER L. SHANK-
LIN and JACOB G. HAUSAM, citizens of the
United States, residing at Kansas City, in the
county of Jackson and State of Missouri, have
invented new and useful Improvements in
Drawers for Refrigerators, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

Our invention relates to drawers for re-
frigerators; and our invention consists in the
attachment of an upright plate to the back
of the drawer, such plate being larger than
the opening throngh which the drawer passes;
and our invention consists, further, in pro-
viding such a drawer with removablé sides
and a removable bottom which can be read-
ily taken ont and washed as often as desired.

Ourinvention consists, further, in the con-
struction of the frames of said removable
sides. '

The object of said plate attached to the
back of the drawer is to exclude warm air
from the interior of the chest when the drawer
is fully open.

Referring now to the accompanying draw-
ings, Figure 1is a top plan view of a drawer
constructed in accordance with our invention,
the sides being removed. Fig. 2 is an en-
larged side elevation of the drawer. Fig. 8
is a transverse section, enlarged, looking to-
ward the rear of the drawer. Fig. 4 is an
elevation of a refrigerator or chest contain-
ing several drawers. Fig. 5 is a vertical sec-
tion of a refrigerator or chest, three drawers
being shown therein, the back of the top
drawer being in section and showing below
said drawer a shelf-carrying door and a drop-
plate operating in connection with said door.
Fig. 6 is an enlarged transverse sectional
view of one of the braces secured at an an-
gle of forty-five to the bottom and end of the
drawers, taken on line VI VI in Fig. 5, also
disclosing a U-shaped brace.

Referring to Figs. 1, 2, and 3 especially,
1 and 3 designate the wooden frame of the
bottom of the drawer. Said frame consists
of two longitudinal grooved strips 1, connect-
ed at their ends by cross-pieces 3. The rear

cross-piece 3 lies beneath the back head 4,
which is secured to the strips 1 by two iron
braces 5. The front head 6 is also secured to

said strips 1 by two braces 7. In Fig. 1 the
sides of the drawer are removed in order to
expose to view the said braces 5and 7.

The bottom of the drawer consists of a piece
of wire-gauze 8, secured to the top of a wooden
frame 9, which issupported by two strips 10, se-
cured to the inner sides of the grooved strips
1. Said bottom frame 9 may be lifted out of
the drawer, so that the wire-cloth 8 may be
washed or cleaned without removing the
drawer from the chest. The wire-cloth 8 be-
ing full of openings permits the cold air to
come into contact with the bottom containing
meat or other perishable thingsin the drawer.
The sides of the drawers are also constructed
of wire-gauze 12, which is secured tosuitable
rectangular frames 13. The ends of each
drawer are secured to the bottom frame 8 and
are held in position by braces 5, as shown.
Secured to the outer sides of the drawers are
inverted-U-shaped braces 14. These braces
are secured to the gauze 12 at a forty-five an-
gle, and when the sides of the drawer are
placed in position, as seen at Fig. 2, the U-
shaped brace 14 correspondingly engages or
straddles brace 5 (seen at Fig. 6) and holds
the sides in the proper position to form the
drawer.

The sides of the frames 13 -being detach-
able may be washed or cleaned without re-
moving the drawer from the chest.

Cut in the back head 4 is a slot 16, which
is adapted to receive a block 17, the back of
which is secured fo an upright detachable
plate 18 by means of a bolt 19. Said bols
passes also through a turn-button 20, mount-
ed on the front of block 17. Said turn-but-
ton is smaller than the aforesaid slot 16, so
that it may be drawn back through said slot
when turned to a certain position; but nor-
mallysaid turn-button holds plate 18 against
the back of head 4. Said plate 18 need
never beremoved from the drawer excepting
when the drawer has to be removed from the
chest. Said plate 18 is made higher and
broader than the back head 4, so that when-
ever the drawer is fully opened, as shown by
dotted lines in Fig. §, said plate will impinge
upon the inside of the chest and will thereby
close up the cracks between the back head 4
and the opening in the chest, and thus the
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leakage of warm air into the chest through

such cracks will be prevented. The afore-
said rear cross-piece 3 beneath the back head
4 fills the space which would otherwise be
open between the grooved strips1. ~(See Fig.
3.) 2ldesignates battens secured to the back
of the back head 4.

When placing the drawer in the chest, the
detachable back-plate 18 is removed. The
drawer is pushed into the chest and said
plate 18 is replaced on the drawer by insert-
ing bloek 17 into slot 16, and the button 20 is
turned across said slot. Doors 24 may be
provided in the chest, through which. the
hands may be passed to attach the plate 18,
one hand being used to adjust ~the said
plate, the other to turn the button 20.

The grooved side strips 1 of the drawer
aresupported in the usual manner by tongued
bars secured within thechest. (Notshown.)

This drawer is adapted not only for hold-
ing meats, but perishable articles of any
kind.

Below this drawer, as shown in Fig. 5, is a
door to which are attached a shelf and a
bracket upon which rests a hinged plate, the
purpose of which is described in our pending
application, Serial No. 121,912, filed Septem-
ber 2, 1902, subject, Combined refrigerator
and counter. Our purpose in showing said
parts in the accompanying drawings is to
more fully illustrate the utility of the open-
bottomed drawer thereabove.

Having now fully described our invention,
what we c¢laim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. In a drawer, adapted to be used in re-
frigerators, and ice-chests, the combination
of grooved strips 1, a back and a front head,
four inverted bracketssecured to said strips
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and heads, two side frames lying against the
inner sides of said brackets, inclined strips
of U-shaped sections secured to the outer
sides of said frames, and fitting over the
webs of said brackets; substantially as de-
sceribed. T

2. In a drawer, adapted to be used in re-
frigerators and ice-chests, the combination of
the back head having an opening therein,
adapted to receive a block, a block, a de-
tachable plate of larger dimensions than said
back head, said block being secured to said
detachable plate, a turn-button mounted on
said block, and a bolt passing through said
turn -button block, and detachable plate,
said plate when attached to the back head
projecting past the top-and sides thereof;
substantially as described.

3. A drawer adapted to be used in refrig-
erators and ice-chests, comprising a frame, a
detachable bottom, a front and a back head,
four inverted brackets secured thereto, two
detachable side frameshavinginclined mem-
bers which engage the webs of said brackets,
the back head having an opening therein, a
detachable plate of larger dimensions than
those of the back head, a block secared to
said detachable plate, a turn-button mount-
ed on said block, and a bolt passing through
said turn - button,
plate, said plate, when attached to the back

“head, projecting past the top and sides there-

of, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in the presence of two witnesses.
ALEXANDER L. SHANKLIN.
JACOB G. HAUSAM.
Witnesses:
M. L. LANGE,
James . GEAGER.

block, and detachable.
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