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statter's Sons, Inc., Long Island City, N.Y., a 
corporation of New York - 

Application September 6, 1945; serial No. 614,760 
9. Claims. (CI. 312-140.2). 

1. 
This: inventions relates: to an article of furni 

ture in the form of a convertible refreshment bar 
and partitioning screen. 
The prime object of our present invention cen 

ters about the provision of a novel article of 
furniture, 
house use or for other locations where economy 
of Space is a factor, which is readily convertible 
for use as a refreshment bar or counter for guest 
entertainment and which is similarly readily 
convertible when not used as a refreshment bar 
into a decorative partitioning; screen. 
A further prime object of the invention relates 

to the provision of a convertible refreshment 
bar and partitioning screen so designed and con 
structed that, when usedi in either the capacity 
of a refreshment bar or partitioning screen, an 
ornamental and attractive article of furniture 
is produced: which is harmonizable: With the set 
ting of a well decorated:sitting room or den. 
An ancillary important object of the invention 

relates to the making of a convertible refresh 
ment bar and partitioning. Screen of the nature. 
referred to in which the refreshment bar is con 
structed to normally serve as a means for hold 
ing, and storing liquor bottles, drinking glasses 
and other, paraphernalia, employed for refresh 
ment-bar use. 
To: the, accomplishment of the foregoing ob 

jects and such other objects as may hereinafter 
appear, our invention is... directed to the con 
Vertible. refreshment bar. and-partitioning Screen 
as sought to be defined-in the appended claims. 
and as described in the following specification 
taken together with the accompanying drawings 
in which: 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of the convertible re 
freshment bar. and partitioning. Screen of the 
present invention, showing, the bar in-closed con 
dition and the screen in setup position and indi 
cating the manner in which the screen is moved 
to open position to open the bar for use;. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical front elevational view there 
of with the parts shown in the condition depicted 
in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a front elevational view thereof, the 
parts being shown in condition with the refresh 
ment bar open for use;. 

Fig. 4 is a rear elevational view thereof with 
the parts shown in the condition depicted in 
Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a view thereof taken in cross-section 
in the plane of the line 5-5 of Fig. 4 showing the 
parts in one adjusted position; 

especially, designed for apartment 
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Fig. 5, with the parts shown in another adjusted 
position; and 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary view taken in transverse 
Section and showing some of the parts in greater 
detail. 

Referring now more ini detail to the drawings: 
and having reference first to Figs. 1 to 3 thereof, 
the novel article of furniture of the present in 
vention comprises a structure, which may be 
inlade to Serve and appear as a decorative parti 
tioning Screen generally designated as S and best 
shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings, and which may 
be readily converted to serve as a refreshment 
bar generally designated as B and best shown in 
Fig. 3 of the drawings. When employed as a 
partitioning screen, the structure in elevational 
front view assumes the appearance of the cus 
tomary Zig-Zag type of partitioning screens nor 
mally used as an article of furniture in the home, 
as is depicted in Fig. 2 of the drawings. Ele 
mentS. Of this partitioning screen, such, for ex 
ample, as the two inside panels thereof, are 
readily manipulable in the manner illustrated: 
by the arrowed lines in Fig. 1 of the drawings to . 
convert the structure to the attractive refresh 
ment serving bar, and counter as shown in Fig. 3.; 
This convertible refreshment, bar and parti 

tioning, Screen comprises structurally a stands 
generally designated as 0 provided with a re 
freshment serving station generally designated 
2, said. Stand being constructed at its front. 

side. With two stationary outside panel members: 
4 and 6. and two movable inside panel members 
8. and 20, the movable inside panel members 

35 being movable in the arcs indicated by the dotted 

40": 

45; 

50, 

arrowed lines 22 and 24 (see-Fig.1). from a closed 
position when they are in front of the serving 
station f2 and shown in full lines in Figs. 1. and . 
2 of the drawings to an open position when they 
are arranged-to-overlie the stationary or fixed. 
panels, f4 and f6, as shown in full lines in Fig. 3 
of the drawings and as indicated in the dot-dash; 
lines shown in Fig.1 of the drawings. The sta 
tionary, and movable panel members 4, 6, 8 
and 20 may be suitably decorated as indicated at 
26 on their screen exposing faces so as to pro 
duce the full simulation of a highly decorative 
and ornamental partitioning screen. . The panels. 
f8 and 20 are hinged as at 28, 28. to the outside 
panel members 4 and 16, with the usual form of 
double-acting hinges (see particularly Fig. 7) 
employed in partitioning screens to permit the 
swinging of the panels over the wide arcs indi 
cated. 

Fig. 6 is a view corresponding to that shown in 55: The refreshment bar stand comprises, in the 
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preferred construction depicted in the drawings, 
two laterally spaced upright structures 30 and 32 
which are bridged by a structure defining the 
serving station 2 arranged medially of the re 
freshment bar, the stationary panel 4 forming 
the front of the upright structure 30 of the Stand 
and the stationary panel 6 forming the front of 
the upright structure 32 of the stand. The Serv 
ing station 2 comprises the assembly of a back 
drop 34 and a movable shelf 36, the shelf 36 being 
movable from an upright inoperative position 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings to a hori 
zontal dropped operative position shown particu 
larly in Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings so as to de 
fine a full serving counter. It will be noted that 
the structure defining the serving station f2 par 
tially closes the space between the laterally 
spaced upright structures 30 and 32, the non 
covered part of that space providing access to the 
Station 2. 
The laterally spaced upright structures 30 and 

32, for purposes of producing an attractive design 
and also for the purpose of disposing the station 
ary front panels 4 and f6 into the angular posi 
tions required to effect the Zig-Zag screen ar 
rangement, may be constructed in the form of 
housings which are triangularly shaped in cross 
section, the upright housing 30 being, therefore, 
constructed to provide three side walls a, b and 
c and the upright housing 32 being constructed to 
similarly provide the corresponding side walls a', 
b' and c'. To complete this structure, the hous 
ing 30 may be provided with the top wall d and 
bottom wall e and the housing structure 32 may 
be provided with the top wall d' and a corre 
sponding bottom wall. These housings are also 
preferably designed and constructed to provide 
holding and storage compartments for liquor 
bottles, drinking glasses and similar parapher 
nalia, and for this purpose the upright housings 
30 and 32 are each provided with shelving 38,38 
as shown particularly in Figs. 3. to 6 of the draw 
ings. The walls c and c' of the upright housing 
structures 30 and 32 are formed with the open 
ings 40, 40 which opposingly face the serving sta 
tion f2, whereby the storage compartments in the 
upper parts of the upright housings are readily 
accessible to the bartender standing behind the 
serving station 2, as will be best seen by viewing 
Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings. ... If desired, the 
rear wall a’ of the upright 32 may be provided 
With an opening 42 and the rear wall d of the up 
right 30 may be provided with an opening 44 
which may be closed by a door 46 for access to the 
storage compartments formed in the bottom of 
these upright Structures. . 
The backdrop 34 of the serving station 2 may 

also, if desired, be provided with rearwardly ex 
tended shelving 48, 48 (see particularly Figs. 4 to 
6) for the holding or storing of refreshment para 
phernalia. The counter shelf 36 for its move 
ment between the vertical inoperative and the 
horizontal operative positions described is prefer 
ably hinged as at 50 to the wallic of the upright 
30, and in its upper position may be latched by a 
locking element as, for example, a rotatable 
hook 52. The decorative trimming, such as the 
strip. 37 shown in Fig. 3, there formed of wood, 
fabric, or any other suitable material, may be ap 
plied to the front edge of the counter shelf 36 i 
desired. 
The Walls, panels, shelving and similar parts 

of the convertible refreshment bar and partition 
ing screen may be made of sheeted wood, metal or 
composition board or material. These may be 

57,536 . 
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suitably buttressed or reinforced by struts or 
equivalent members as is common in the art of 
furniture manufacture, Fig. 7 of the drawings in 
dicating the manner in which such details may be 

5 provided. Thus, for example, the walls a and b 
of the upright structure 30 may be suitably rein 
forced by a strut such as 54 formed in the upper 
part of the structure, and the walls b and c may 

: ... be similarly reinforced at the lower part of the 
10 structure by a strut such as 56. 

The structure and operation of the convertible 
refreshment bar and partitioning screen of our 
present invention and the many advantages in its 
use will now in the main be fully apparent by the 

15 above detailed description thereof. This article 
of furniture may normally serve the purpose of 
the decorative partitioning screen depicted in 
Fig. 2 of the drawings, used as part of the setting 
of a well furnished sitting room or den. On the 

20 occasion of the entertaining of guests, the inside 
panels. 8 and 20 of the screen structure are 
moved in the arcs indicated by the arrowed lines: 
22 and 24 (Fig. 1) outwardy, and into a position 
overlying the stationary panels 4 and 6 of the 

25 screen structure, thus exposing and opening the . 
refreshment bar for use. The counter shelf 36 is 
thereupon moved to the dropped serving position. 
shown in Figs. 3 and 4. With the Storage: Con- ; 
partments containing or being filled with bottles. . . 

30 of liquor, sodas and the like and With drinking. . 
glasses, the refreshment bar is thus 'converted. 
for instant refreshment use. A very serviceable: 
as Well as an attractive refreshment bar is pre 
sented as depicted in Fig. 3 of the drawings... 

35. When its use as a bar is completed, the dropshelf 
36 is lifted to its inoperative position (Figs. 1 and 
5) and the movable panel members, 8 and 29 are : 
swung back inwardly to their closed position in 
front of the serving station, thus concealing and 

ii) “closing the refreshment bar and converting this: 
structure back to the decorative screen of Fig. 2 
of the drawings. The structure may be rendered 
readily movable over the floor of the sitting room 
or den as by providing the same with rollers or 

45 casters. 
The structure exemplified in the drawings and 

described above embodies one of the preferred. 
forms of the described invention. It will be ap 
parent that many changes may be made in the 

50 construction and arrangement of the parts of 
the convertible refreshment bar and partitioning 
screen without departing from the spirit of the 
invention defined in the following claims. 
We claim: 

: 1. As an article of furniture, a convertible 
refreshment bar and partitioning screen com 
prising, a stand defining a refreshment bar, said 
stand comprising two laterally spaced upright 
Structures and a medially arranged structure 

60 partially closing the space between said upright 
structures and defining a refreshment serving 
station bridging said upright structures, said 
Stand being constructed at its front side with 
stationary and movable panel members, the 
stationary panel members forming the fronts 
of said upright structures and a movable panel 
member being disposable in front of said serving 
station, Said movable panel member being mov 
able from in front of said station to an open posi 

70 tion to eXpose and Open the refreshment bar and 
being movable to closed position in front of said 
station to conceal and close the refreshment bar, 
the said front panel members when the movable 

75: panel member is moved to its closed position be 
ing arranged to define a partitioning screen, 

65 
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2. As as article of furniture, a convertible re 
freshment bar and partitioning Screen compris 
ing, a stand defining a refreshment bar, said 
Stand comprising two laterally spaced upright 
structures and a medially arranged structure 
partially closing the space between said upright 
structures and defining a refreshment serving 
station bridging said upright structures, said 
stand being constructed at its front side with 
two stationary outside panel members and two 
movable inside panel members hinged to the out 
side panel members, the stationary panel mem 
bers forming the fronts of said upright structures 
and the movable panel members being disposable 
in a position in front of said serving station, the 
movable inside panel members being swingable 
outwardly from said position to open position 
to expose and open the refreshment bar and 
being swingable inwardly to closed position in 
front of Said station to conceal and close the 
refreshment bar, the said front panel members 
When the movable panel members are SWung to 
their closed position being disposed in Zig-zag 
relation and defining a partitioning Screen. 

3. The convertible refreshment bar and parti 
tioning screen of claim 1 in which each of the 
two laterally spaced upright structures comprises 
a housing provided With storage compartments. 

4. The convertible refreshment bar and parti 
tioning screen of claim 1 in which each of the 
two laterally spaced upright structures comprises 
a housing triangularly shaped in cross-section 
provided with storage compartments, some of the 
storage compartments having openings facing 
the Serving station. 

5. The convertible refreshment bar and parti 
tioning screen of claim 2 in which each of the 
two laterally spaced upright structures comprises 
a housing triangularly shaped in Cross-section 
provided with storage compartments, some of the 
storage campartments having openings facing 
the serving station. 

6. The convertible refreshment bar and parti 
tioning screen of claim 2 in which the serving 
station includes a back drop and a counter shelf, 
the counter shelf being movable between vertical 
inoperative and horizontal operative positions, 
the movable panel members being movable to the 
closed position when the shelf is moved to its 
inoperative position. 

7. The convertible refreshment bar and parti 
tioning screen of claim 2 in which each of the 
two laterally spaced upright structures comprises 
a housing triangularly shaped in cross-section 
provided with storage compartments, some of the 
storage compartments having openings facing 
the serving station and in which the serving 
station includes a back drop and a counter shelf, 
the counter shelf being movable between vertical 
inoperative and horizontal operative positions, 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

50 

55 

60 

6 
the movable panel members being movable to 
the closed position. When the shelf is moved to its 
inoperative position. 

8. As an article of furniture, a convertible re 
freshment bar and partitioning screen compris 
ing a stand provided with a structure defining a 
refreshment serving station, said stand being con 
structed at its front side With Stationary outside 
panel members and movable inside panel mem 
bers, the movable inside panel members being 
movable to open position to expose said serving 
station and being movable to closed position to 
conceal said serving station, the said front panel 
members when the movable panel members are 
moved to their closed position being arranged to 
define a partitioning screen, said serving station 
including a backdrop and a counter shelf, the 
counter shelf being movable between vertical in 
operative and horizontal operative positions, the 
movable panel members being movable to closed 
position when the Shelf is moved to its inoper 
ative position. 

9. As an article of furniture, a convertible re 
freshment bar and partitioning screen compris 
ing a stand provided with a structure defining a 
refreshment serving station, said Stand being con 
structed at its front side with two stationary 
outside panel members and two movable inside 
panel members hinged to the outside panel mem 
bers, the movable inside panel members being 
swingable to open position in overlying relation to 
the stationary outside panel members to expose 
said serving station and being swingable to closed 
inside position to Conceal and close said serving 
station, the said front panel members when the 
moWable panel members are SWung to their closed 
position being disposed in Zig-Zag relation and 
defining a partitioning screen, the serving station 
including a backdrop and a counter shelf, the 
counter shelf being movable between vertical in 
operative and horizontal operative positions, the 
movable panel members being movable to closed 
position when the shelf is moved to its inopera 
tive position. 
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