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This invention relates to a child’s feeding tray adaptable
for attachment to tables for adult use, having means
thereon acting as a catchall for receiving food, liquids
and articles dropped by the child during eating.

1t is a well known problem in connection with training
children to eat from a table for use by adults, after hav-
ing eaten for the infant period in a high chair, that a
child will drop food, liquid and eating articles in its lap
and upon the floor, with attendant staining of clothing,
rugs, etc. It is therefore a purpose of this invention to
provide a child’s tray adaptable for placing upon a con-
ventional adult type table, having means for effective
ciamping of the same upon the table against movement,
and including as a novel feature thereof a shallow tray
extending the width of the main tray, acting as a catch-
all for receiving food and liquid droppings, and eating
articles which the child may drop during eating.

A further object of this invention is the provision of a
child’s feeding tray adaptable for attachment to tables
and other articles' of furniture, having an upper main
tray for receiving food for the child, eating silverware
and utensils, and including as a part thereof a shallow
tray below the level of the main tray, immediately in front
of the child, acting as a catchall for receiving food drop-
pings, etc.

A further object of this invention is the provision of a
child’s feeding tray which preferably includes a main
cating tray and an auxiliary catchall tray; the latter be-
ing at a lower level than the main tray and adapted to
receive food droppings and utensils accidently dropped by
the child; the improved tray having a novel clamping
means for attachment to a table, in a securely fastened
relation.

Cther objects and advantages of this invention will
be apparent during the course of the following detailed
description,

in the accompanying drawing wherein is shown only
a preferred embodiment of the invention.

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved child’s
piace seiting tray attached to a table.

Fig. 2 is an end elevational view of the tray structure.

Fig. 3 is a cross sectional view taken through the tray
structure from front to back, showing its association with
a table top.

Fig. 4 is a cross sectional view taken through the
cianiping structure, subsiantially on the line 4—4 of
Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4, but showing the
clamping structure loosened in order to better illustrate
the functioning of the clamping structure in its very
effective clamping action with respect to a table top.

In the accompanying drawing, wherein for the pur-
pose of illustration is shown the improved child’s feed-
ing tray, the letter A may generally designate the same.
It is adaptiable for attachment to a conventional adult
type table B, or to some other horizontal surface or
member.

Referring to the tray A, the same may be made of
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light weight metal, or other materials, but is preferably
constructed of clear plastic in one piece. It includes &
main tray wall 20, having upsianding short side riser walls
i1 and 12; a froni wall 13, and an opposite shorter riser
wall 14 adapted for use immediately in front of the
child. These walls 11 to 14 inclusive may be convexly
articulately edged, but joined with the tray wall 10, by
coacaved filiets 15 for the purpose of facilitating re-
moval of liquids and food particles from the tray during
wiping or cleaning thereof. The front riser wall 13
may be provided with ornamental figures 20, such as
chicks, ducks, or animals, and in the event ducks are
used the top surfacing 21 may be serrated in simulation.
of waves. '

A tray construction A, furthermore includes a vertical
depending rear wall 23, in right angles to the wall 10,
the same being of a desired depth and of a length to pro-
vide clamp receiving lugs or ears 26 and 27 at the ends
thereof and in the same plane therewith, both of which
extend beyond the tray 10.

The improved tray construction A furthermore includes
a lower tray wall 30, integral with the lower marginal
portion of the wall 25, and at a level appreciably below
the main tray wall 28. This lowered tray has an up-
standing border wall 31 surrounding the same, which may.
possess the characteristics of the riser walls 11 and 12.
The lower tray is inwardly recessed at 35, in order that
the child can sit as close as possible to the main tray 10
and still permit the lewer tray to act as a catchall for
receiving food and articles which the child may drop.
It will be noted that the lower tray 19 is not disposed at
the extreme lower margin of the vertical wall 25, but
the latter projects slightly below the wall 30, and there
is recessed at 40 to comfortably receive the child’s legs.

The catchall tray 30, in depth from front to rear,
measures only a fraction (about one-seventh) of the.
depth, front to rear, of the main tray portion 10 which is
adapted to receive the child’s eating dishes and utensils.
In fact, the tray 30 is so shallow that the child can
sit sufficiently close to the main tray 10 to eat from it,
without being inconvenienced,

Referring to the clamping means for securing the im-
proved tray construction A to a table or other support B,
such clamping means is of an adjustable character and.
acts with a leverage action during the clamping operation
in order to better and more rigidly secure the tray upon
table B against tipping or other movement.

it will be noted that the clamp receiving ears 26 and 27
extend not only laterally of the lower tray 30 but also
laterally of the riser walls 11 and 12 of the main tray.
On the forward surfaces thereof, that is, the surface .
facing the edge of the table top, these lugs or extensions
26 and 27 are provided with guide ribs 55 and 56 defining
a channel 57 therein to receive the upstanding leg portions
58 of L-shaped ciamping brackets 59. The lugs 26 and
27 are provided with vertical slots 68 therein . opening
into the channel 57, for receiving clamping bolt struc-.
tures 61 which can move vertically along the slots 60 and
clamp the L-shapéd members 59 in position at the for-
ward side of the lugs. B o

Each L-shaped clamping member 59 includes the leg
58 above mentioned which fits for snug vertical sliding
engagement in the slot or channel 57 between the ribs 55
and 56 so that it cannot tip in the plane of the wall 25.
This leg 58 is furthermore provided with a vertical slot
65 therein, which aligns with the slot 60 and permits of
unusual clamping extension for securement of the tray
A to table tops of varying thickness. Each L-shaped
clamping member includes a horizontal leg portion 67,
which extends forwardly in right angled relation to the
leg 38 and which at the free end thereof is provided with
a table top engaging pad 70, which may be made of fric-



tidn tape, felt, of any other rather soft or resilient, but
préferably friction, material in order to havé a good grip
upon the under surface of the table top-to which the tray

is .attached and not mar the undersurface of the table

top. -

" Thie bolt 61 miay preferably be a carriage bolt structure
having a shank 75 with a square shoulder 76 which is
adapted to fit in the slot 65 to be held therein against
rotation. -~ The shank has a head 77 which rests at the
front surface of the clamping bracket leg 58 as shown in
Fig, 4. The rear screw threaded end of the belt shank
75 receives a washer 8¢ and has a threaded wing nut 8%,
by meins of which the bracket 59 may be clamped at the
desired vertical position for clamping the tray A to the
table top B.

“In Fig, 5, the parts of the clamp are shown in 160s¢ po-
sition whereby t6 enable a léverage movemeént of the
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L-shaped bracket 59 and insure a very secure clamping

of the tray upon the table, agamst movement théreon.
It is shown that the bracket 59 is tilted (Fig. 5) when
tﬁe it 81 is loosened.  Upobn tightening the nut upon
the screw -threads of the bolt shank 75 the bracket will
bé brought to its true clamped position (see Fig. 4).
This will move the clamping pad 76 upwardly against the
under surface of the table top B and very effectively clamp
the tt4y A against tilting or other movement upon the
table B. While in Figure 5, thé leg 67 is shown lower-
most, the L-shaped bracket 59 can be rotated with the
‘bolt on the bolt axis when thé bolt is loose in order to
- place the leg 67 uppermost and the leg 58 in dépending
relation. This feature enables the clamping assembly
10 attach the trdy to tables having a wide range of thick-
nesses.

The use of child’s tray will be apparent from the fore-
going. When clamped to table B, as showa in Fig. 1,
the main tray 10 is positioned entirely above the table
surface, and the catchall tray 30 is positioned so the child
can sit sufficiently close for eating purposes. The recess
35 will' naturally conform to the child’s body and with
asSurance that the child can eat without soiling clothing,
floor tugs and the like,

Various changes in the shape, size and arrangement of
" parts may be made in the form of invention herein shown
.and “deéscribed, without departing from the spirit of the
invention or scope of the claims.

‘1 cldim: -

1. A child’s feedidg tray assembly for attachment to
tablés comprising a tpper main feeding tray of a width
and -déptlhi sufficient to hold the necessary food - dishes
and -uténsils incidental to the feediig of a c¢hild, a de-
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2. An integral tray construction for use mcxdental to
the feeding of 4 child compiising 4 main tray poftion hav-
ing upstanding boundary walls and constituting an area
sufficient to hold the necessary dishes and utensils re-
quired for the feeding of a child, a depending integral
wall at the rear of the main tray in right angled relation
therewith, having laterally extending ear portions in the
plane thereof extending beyond - the sides of the main
tray, a catchall tray integrally secured to the lower mar-
ginal portion of said depending wall with an upper sur-
face in a plane below the upper surfacé of the main tray
for receiving thereon whatever the child may drop from
the main tray, said catchall tray being in depth from froat
to rear a fraction of less thdan ome fourth of the depth
of the main tray and having an upstanding boundary

- wall thereon which is relatively shallow and does not ex-

tend up to the plane of the main tray, said catchall tray
being of such depth that a child can be seated to the rear
of the tray with the catchaﬂ pos1t10ned between the
child and {hé main tray “and . withoiit ‘ificonivénience en-
able fhe child 6 réach and ufilize the dishes and utén-
sils upon the main tray, and means carried by the latér-
ally extending ears of said depending wall for attachment
of the entire tray assembly to a table.

3. A child feedlng tray assemblage as defined in claim
1 in Which the means for attaching the feeding tray as-
semibly fo a table comprises a vertical slot through the de-
pending wall, an L-shaped clamping bracKet inciuding two

leg portions in substantially right angled relation, a bolt

having an elongated shank and threaded at one end with
a head on the othér énd; oné of said 16gs of the L.-shaped
bracket having a vertical slot therealong adapted to align
with the slot of the depending wall, the bolt being ex-
tended through said leg slot. with- the head of the bolt
engaging said slotfed leg a-xd with the other leg extending
forwardly and adapied ¥o be engaged beneath a table
top for the clamping of the tray.assembly upon the table
top, said bolt shank extending through the slot of the
depending wall and rearwardly of said wall having a nuf
assemblage threaded thiereon, said shank bemg of suffi-
cient length that the L-shaped bracket may tilt forwardly
before placetitent of the. tray upon.the table whereby to
facilitate the placement of the table clamping leg beneath
a.table top, said L-shaped bracket being rotatable upon
the axis of said bolt so that it may be positioned in in-
verted ‘L-shaped relation with the table clamping leg up-

~ permost and the depending siotted leg lowermost.
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pending wall connected to the rear of the main feeding

tray in right angled relation therewith and adapted- it-
sélf to be abutted against the side edge of a table which
supports the feeding tray, a catchall tray connected to the
‘lowér marginal portion of said deépending wall of the
méain‘tray in a plane appreciably below the main {ray and
of substantially the samie width ds the width of the main

tray, said catchall -tray being appreciably shallower in ...

depth than the depth of the main tray so that a child

eating from the main fray can be positioned and- seated

to the rear of the catchall tray but sufficiently close to
. thé main tray for reachmg and eating from the articles

supportéd. by the main tray, and means for attachlng said
: feedmg tray assembly to a table,
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