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This invention relates to a rug holder and particularly 
to an assembly for holding a rug firmly in place in a deco 
rative and protective setting and to novel elements of that 
assembly. O 

Frequently small rugs are placed on bare floors or on 
larger expanses of carpeting to decorate or protect a 
small area. Small rugs of this type are hazardous, both 
because they tend to slip when on a bare floor and because 
their ends curl up creating an irregularity over which per 
sons may trip. When one rug is laid upon another, in 
addition to the hazard created, the pile of the lower rug 
tends to penetrate and disintegrate the backing of the 
upper rug, thereby severely diminishing its useful life. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a rug holder 
that holds a rug firmly in place and provides a decorative 
margin that keeps the edge of the rug from raveling or 
curling up. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a rug 
holder that protects both the pile of a large carpet upon 
which a small carpet is laid and the backing of a small 
rug which is placed on a larger one. 

Briefly, this invention provides a combination of a 
margin member, a rug, and a rug supporting member. 
The margin member is a continuous strip of material, such 
as aluminum, plastic, rubber, etc., which is relatively rigid 
and capable of being formed at the corners by mitering, 
coping or equivalent finishing methods. The margin 
member has a low silhouette and a cross-section that pro 
vides independent recesses for receiving a rug supporting 
member and for receiving the margin of a rug. 

This invention also relates to the margin member per se 
which is formed in such shape as to perform its specific 
function and adapted to provide a safe and decorative 
floor covering. 
A presently preferred embodiment of the rug holder of 

the present invention is illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, which show in: 

FIG. 1, a partially cut-away plan view of a rug and 
rug holder assembly embodying this invention; 

FIG. 2, a sectional elevational partial view of the 
assembly of FIG. 1 taken along the lines 2-2; and 

FIG. 3, a cross-section of one embodiment of a margin 
member embodying this invention. 
The floor covering assembly 10 of this invention is 

comprised of three elements, a rug. 1, a margin element 
12 and a rug supporting element 13. As may be seen best 
in FIG. 1, the margin element is in contact with the floor 
or area to be covered and it also extends above both the 
rug 11 and the rug support 13 and in so doing, it embraces 
the margin of the rug 11 and rug support 13. Thus the 
margin element 12 provides a low silhouette, but rigid 
terminal edge for the entire floor covering and one that 
prevents the edges of the rug from becoming frayed, or 
curling and creating a hazard. 

In FIGS. 2 and 3, the details of the assembly shown in 
FIG. 1 are more apparent. The margin element is con 
structed with an arcuate element 15 which terminates 
at the floor at 16 and extends to a cantilever portion at 17. 
Medial between the terminal portions of the arcuate ele 
ment is a rug restraining portion 18 which is an abutment 
integral with the arcuate element and immediately below 
it when the margin member is in normal position. The 
rug restraining element 13 is held spaced from a floor 
engaging element 20 by a column element 21. The bottom 
surface, 22 of the rug restraining element and the upper 
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surface 23 of the floor engaging element form a horizontal 
slot that opens in the direction that the arcuate member 
rises, or towards the cantilever portion 17. The 
dimensions of this slot are such that the rug supporting 
element 13, which is a large flat rigid element, such as 
hardboard or plywood, fits with its edge snugly in the slot. 
Thus disposed, the upper surface 25 of the rug supporting 
element 13 and the lower surface 26 of the cantilever por 
tion 17 form another slot-like recess into which the periph 
ery of the rug 11 may be forced thereby to restrain it. 
As may be seen in FIG. 2, the rug supporting element 13 
bows in the middle and for most of its area it is in contact 
with and supported on the floor. Immediately adjacent 
the floor engaging element 20, however, there is a void 
space between the underside of the rug supporting ele 
ment and the floor and this void space causes the sharp 
edge 27 of the floor engaging element 28 to slightly inter 
lock with the floor beneath it, particularly if the assembly 
is empioyed to cover a small area of a large carpet. The 
discontinuity of the bottom of the assembly thereby tends 
to lock the assembly in place to prevent dangerous slip 
ping, as well as annoying gradual migration of the rug. 
The floor engaging element 20 is provided with means 

for holding the edge of the rug supporting element firmly. 
The simplest of these means is a series of holes 28 that 
are suitably countersunk as at 30 to receive flat headed 
screws. The screws 3.1 may thus be driven upwardly into 
the edge of the rug supporting element 13, but in normal 
position they are invisible and the margin element i2 
presents a smooth, unbroken surface. If the margin 
element is constructed of rubber or plastic, or other 
slightly elastic material, bosses on either surface 22 or 
surface 23, or both, may be employed so that the slot 
formed between these surfaces may enlarge slightly when 
the rug supporting element 13 is forced into it, but these 
protruding members will securely engage the rug support 
ing element when the assembly is complete and in opera 
tive position. 

It is also contemplated that a non-slip material, such 
as resilient rubber or plastic, may be disposed as at 32 
on the underside of the floor engaging element 20 and, 
if desirable, at 33, where the arcuate portion intersects 
the fioor, which is in the same plane as the under surface 
of the floor engaging element 20. 
From the foregoing description, it is evident that the 

floor covering of this invention provides a decorative 
means of covering a floor area. In addition, this inven 
tion provides for the elimination of the hazards caused 
by curling rug edges and by slipping rugs and it preserves 
the edges of a rug from fraying due to normal wear. In 
this respect, this invention also provides a means for 
employing small pieces of carpeting as floor covering 
without requiring finishing the edges before use, thereby 
greatly diminishing the cost of such small floor coverings. 
In addition to the above advantages, the present inven 
tion prevents deterioration of small carpets which are 
laid on larger ones due to the penetration of the pile of 
the lower carpet into the backing of the upper one, thus, 
prolonging the useful life of both carpets. 
Having thus described the invention, what is claimed 

1S: 
1. A unitary floor, covering comprising a continuous 

closed margin of rigid material, a fiat, rigid rug support 
ing element, a rug on top of said rug supporting element 
and in contact with it, a first recess in said margin having 
the edge of said rug Supporting element embraced within 
it, a second recess of smaller perimeter having the edge 
of said rug embraced within it, said second recess being 
defined by the upper surface of said rug supporting ele 
ment and an upper element of said closed margin, and 
fastening means passing through the lowest element of 
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said margin upwardly through said first recess to engage 
said rug supporting element whereby a unitary movable 
floor covering with invisible fastening means is formed. 

2. A unitary floor covering comprising a continuous 
closed margin of rigid material, said margin consisting of 
extruded metal comprising in cross-section a flat, lower 
fioor engaging element, a medial column integral with 
said floor engaging element, an arcuate element integral 
with said column and extending beyond said column on 
both sides from a lower point in the same plane as the 
bottom of the floor engaging element to a cantilever por 
tion, and a laterally expanded portion integral with said 
column and with said arcuate element, extending down 
wardly from said arcuate element and terminating short 
of said floor engaging element, thereby to define a first 
recess, a flat, rigid rug supporting element, a rug on top 
of said rug supporting element and in contact with it, 
Said first recess in said margin having the edge of said 
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4. 
rug supporting element embraced within it, a second 
recess of smaller perimeter having the edge of said rug 
embraced within it, said second recess being defined by 
the upper surface of said rug supporting element, and said 
arcuate element and said expanded portion of said closed 
margin, and fastening means passing through the floor 
engaging element of said margin upwardly through said 
first recess to engage said rug Supporting element whereby 
a unitary movable floor covering with invisible fastening 
means is formed. 
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