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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CLARK L. DORNEY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
TDayton, in the county of Montgomery and 
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and 
seful improvements in Latches for Sleep 
ing-Car Headboards: and do declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as will en 
able other's skilled in the art to Which it ap 
pertains to make and use the Sane, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, 
and to the letters and figures of reference 
marked thereon, which form a part of this 
specification. 
This invention relates to new and useful 

improvements in locks for the head-boards 
of sleeping cars, it being understood that the 
term “head-boards’ applies to the lemov 
able boards which separate the berths when 
made up. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

simple and efficient lock for Securing the 
head-boards in position and which inay be 
applied with equal facility to Wood and steel 
constructed cai's. 

Referring to the accompanying dra Wings, 
Figure 1 is an end elevation of the backs of 
two seats and a portion of a head - board 
with my improved lock applied thereto; 
Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation on the line 
a -a of (Fig. 1: Fig. 3 is a sectional view on 
the line 5-5 of Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is a sectional 
view on the line c-c of Fig. 2; Fig. 5 is 
a view of the latch removed from its hous 
ing: Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the lock 
ing member which coöperates with the latch 
insecuring the head-board in position; and 
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the upper por 
tion of the housing for the latch. 

in the following description and on the 
drawings, similar reference characters indi 
cate corresponding parts. 

In Fig. 1, the portion of tyo seats are 
shown back to back and ioined by the usual 
panel or partition 1. In the case of Wood 
constructed cars, this panel or partition 1 
is suitably recessed in its vertical portion to 
receive the latch-housing 2 which extends 
from the inner side of the frame or plate 3. 
In Fig. 2, the upper end 4 of the plate or 

frame 2 extends at a right angle and lies in 
a corresponding recess in the top of the par 
tition which separates the two seats. In 
this position the plate 3 is secured by a suit 
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ine latel (5 lies 
Within the housing 2 and the upper portion 
Of Said latch is guided in its movements by 
the upper portion of the housing. A coil 
Spling 7 incloses the body of the latch and is 
confired between upper and lower shoulder's 
8 and 9 formed on said latch. A button 10 
is secured to the lower end of said latch 
and lies in a pocket 11 where it may be en 
gaged by the fingers and moved against the 
tension of the Spring to disengage the same 
from the other meinber of the lock. The 
other member of the lock is clearly shown 
in Fig. 6 to consist of the head 12 which is 
recessed in its lower end, as at 13, to receive 
the engaging end of the latch 6. The head 
12 extends from two integral angle members 
14 and 15 which fit over the outer lower cor 
ner of the head-board 16 and the member 
thus constructed is made secure to the outer 
edge of the head-board by a suitable num 
ber of Screws which pass through openings 
17 and iS in said member. The angle men 
bers 14 and 15 each have side flanges 19 
which embrace the Outer sides of the head 
board 16 and prevent any possible side-wise 
movement of the head 12. The lower side 
of the angle member 14 is suitably shaped 
to enter a corresponding recess in the upper 
portion 5 of the latch frame 3. 
From the above description, it will be ap 

parent that the manipulation of the lock is 
simple and the clock itself efficient. For ex 
ample, in placing the head-board in position 
the head 12, which is united to the lower 
Outer corner of said head-board, is caused to 
enter an opening 20 in the frame 3 and to 
engage with the upper tapered surface of the 
latch. The latch readily yields until the 
head 12 completely enters the opening 20 
and is in a position for the end of the latch 
to enter the recess 13 in the lower end of 
said head. The head-board then becomes 
firmly locked in its position and is not re 
movable until the latch 2 is lowered from its 
locking position. The button 10 is entirely 
protected from accidental contact by being 
located in the pocket 11. in this position the 
button 10 forms a convenient place for at 
taching the lower portions of the curtains 
usually employed to conceal the occupaints 
of the berths. The usual ring attached to 
the edge of these curtains may be conven 
iently placed over said buttons and thus held 
in position thereby. 
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Having described my invention, i claim. 
1. A lock for sleeping cai' head-boards, 

comprising a member adapted to be attached 
to the head-board and having a downwardly 
extended socket lug, a member adapted to be 
attached to the wall connecting the backs 
of the seats, said last named member having 
an opening to receive the Socket lug of the 
first named member, and a pocket in the ver 
tical portion thereof, and a latch slidably 
mounted in the vertical portion of the last 
inauled member and adapted to engage the 
socket lug of said first named member, said 
latch having a knob lying within the pocket 
in the vertical portion of the last named 
incinber. 

2. A seat corner member provided with a 
T-shaped socket, a head-board corner mem 
ber, a T-shaped locking lug on said head 
board corner member provided with a lock 
ing recess and adapted to be received by said 
socket, and a latch mounted in said seat 
corner member, one end of said latch lying 
in said socket and adapted to be received by 
said locking recess. 

3. A seat corne' membel' provided with a 
T-shaped socket and a longitudinal groove, 
a head-board coiner member adapted to lie 
in said groove, a T-shaped locking lug 
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mounted on said head-board corner member 
provided with a locking recess and adapted 
to be received by said socket, and a latch 
mounted in said seat corner member, One 
end of Said latch, lying in said socket and 
adapted to be received by said locking recess. 

4. In a device for the purposes specified, 
a corner member adapted to be united to a 
head-board, and provided with a down 
Wardly extended locking lug, a corner lein 
ber adapted to be united to the wall extend 
ing between the seats, said last named men 
bel having at its upper corner an opening 
for the reception of said locking lug, a longi 
tudinal recess in its upper angle for the re 
ception of the lower angle of said head 
board member, and a pocket in its lower 
angle portion, and a latch slidably mounted 
in said lower angle portion with the engag 
ing eud thereof lying in the path of said 
locking lug and adapted to interlock there 
with when said lug is moved into the open 
ing in the seat member. 

in testimony whereof i affix my signature, 
in presence of two witnesses. 

CARK L. DORNEY. 
Witnesses: 

ELLIE GALLOWAY, 
MATTIIEW SIEBLER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


