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To all whom it may concern:

Be it kuown that I, JOSEPH MATHISON, of
Somerville, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain

5 new and useful Improvements in Button-Set-

ting Tools, of which the following is a speci-

fication.

My invention relates to improvements in.

tools or implements for setting buttons, and

1o refers particularly to means for attaching to.

a shoe upper the two-pronged buttons of the
type shown in my Patent No. 457,970, dated
Aungust 18, 1891. Heretofore it has been cus-
tomary to clinch buttons of this type to a
15 shoe upper at the factory, by the use of ma-
chines made for the purpose; and, if the but-
tons are not located properly to suit a par-
ticular wearer, it has not been practicable
for the purchaser of the shoes to alter the set-
ting, or to substitute buttons of this type for
others which have been lost. '
It is therefore the object of my invention to
place in the hands of the publie, for use at
home or other convenient place, simple means
25 for attaching to a shoe upper a two-pronged
metallic button, and I prefer tosupply these
means in such shape that the parts can be
conveniently packed in a box with a smaller
box of buttons and one or more tools to be
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previously eclinched button, and to prepare

- the upper forreceiving the prongsof the new

button.

To this end, myinvention consists in a but-

35 ton-setting tool orimplement, comprising the

parts and constructions as hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed. ‘

My invention further consists in the de-
tails of construction,as hereinafter deseribed
and claimed. ’

Of the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification: Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of the several parts of my im-
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plement separated from each other. Tig. 2.

45 18 a front elevation of the same parts in the
position which they occupy when setting a
button, the lower portion of the guide and
slide being in section. Fig. 3 is a detail view
showing a button clinched to a portion of a

50 shoe upper. Fig. 4is a perspective view of a

used in aiding the removal, if desired, of a’

double-pointed punch, which may be used to
locate the position on an upper which the
button is to oceupy. Figs. 5, 6 and 7 repre-
sent modifications. : '

The same letters of reference indicate the 55
same parts in all the figures. ,

In the drawings: A indicates a block, hav-
ing a recess a, and A’is a rigid plate secured
to the block over the inner end of the recess,
and having a slot a’ of less width than the 6o
recess a. The block A ispreferably of wood,
and the plate A’ of steel, but they may be
made integrally of metal.

B represents a long block, having a longi-
tudinal slot or guide-way b, and B’ is a slide 65
fitted to move freely along said guide-way
and provided at one end with two concavi-
ties b’. ,

C is a punch or perforator, having two
points ¢, which are separated by a space sub- 70
stantially equal to that between the two
prongs of the button used. ‘

In using the tool or implement described,
the shoe upper having been preferably first
perforated in the requisite positions by the 75
punch C, a button « is placed on the block A
by sliding its head along the recess ¢ until .
the shank of said button passes into the slot
o/, thus leaving the prongs of the button ex-
tending upwardly. The shoe upper, or other 8o
piece to which the button is to be attached,
and which is indicated at vy, is now placed
with its previously-provided perforations over
the prongs of the button. The guide-block

' B is then slipped over the prongs and presses 85

the piece y firmly down to the plate A, while
it is in turn supported in a vertical position
by the button prongs, which enter the sides
of the slot or guide-way b. The slide B’,

-which may have been previously fitted in the go

slot or which may now be slipped therein, is
driven down with any suitable hammer, and

the conecavities b’ act first to turn the prongs
inward, as shown in Fig. 2, and finally elinch
them firmly. The parts B B’ are now lifted g5
and the shoe upper may be removed with its
attached button by sliding the button-head
outward along the recess until the shank is
released from the slot a’.

All of the parts described may be conven- ioco
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iently packed in a box, and I propose to also
place in suchbox a. smaller.box of buttons,
and also, preferably, a small awl to enable a
purchaser toreadily lift or bend up the prongs
of a set button when it is desired to remove it.

The block or guide B may be tubular if de-
sired, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the slide B’
being cylindrical and fitting the interior of
the tubular guide. In this ease the two con-
cavities b’ will be parts of a continuous an-
nular concavity. The block A may be used
to hold the button and support the piece ¥
for the action of any other suitable prong
clinching device, such as a hammer, Fig. 7
shows the block and a hammer supposed to
be held by the operator and about to deseend
on and clinch the prongs. '

I elaim—

1. The button holding block or base having
a rigid plate secured thereto and provided
with a slot adapted to receive the mneck or
shank of the button and support. the prongs
thereof for the action of a prong clinching
device, said base having a semi-circular re-
cess wider than the slot extending from
the front end thereof and under and in line

with the slot of the plate, substantially-as de-
scribed.

2. A button setting tool or implement, com-
prising a prong clinching device composed of
a guide block adapted to fit over the prongs
of a button and a slide fitted to said guide
block and having one -end  provided with
prong bending concavities; and the button
holding block or base having a rigid plate
seeured thereto and provided with a slot
adapted to receive the neck or shank of the
button and support the prongs thereof forthe
action of the prong clinching device, said
base having asemi-circular recess wider than
the slot extending from the front end thereof
and under and in line with the slot of the
plate, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I.have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subsecribing witnesses, this 6th.day of
April, A. D. 1892.

JOSEPH MATHISON.

Witnesses:
C. F. BROWN,
A. D. HARRISON.
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