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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

FREDERICK SPEN CER, OF STERLING, ILLINOIS. 

SEESAW. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 401,798, dated April 23, 1889, 
Application filed July 27, 1888, Serial No. 281,224 (No model.) 

To all tvhom, it may conce77: 
Beit known that I, FREDERICK SPENCER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Ster 
ling, in the county of Whiteside and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Seesaws; and I do hereby 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to letters or figures or reference marked there 
on, which form a part of this specification. 
My invention is intended, mainly, for the use 

andamusement of small children within doors, 
and to secure against casual slipping of the 
carrying-board E upon its central base means 
are provided for holding the parts in the same 
relation. . As the article requires some room 
for itS Operation and is designed, asaforesaid, 
for use within the house, the carrying-board 
E and its supporting base or pedestal are 
made readily detachable, whereby they can 
be put aside and occupy but a small space. 

In the drawings, Figurel is a perspective of 
a structure embodying my invention. Fig.2 
is a cross-Section thereof on the line c a of 
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a partial view of the upper 
end of the supporting-pedestal. Fig. 4 is a 
detail of the combined washer and bushing, 
within which the upwardly-projecting short 
posts of the pedestal are inserted and have 
their action. Fig. 5 is a detail of the parts 
composing the pedestal. 
A is the pedestal, preferably constructed 

with four supporting-legs, B. B. The pedestal 
A is cut from two boards, C, each of which 
consists of two of the legs B. These boards 
are cut in the form shown in Fig. 1, and there 
is centrally cut in the crotch of one board a 
vertical gash reaching up half-Way from said 
crotch to the Crown Or closed end of Said 
board, and in the other board a like gash is 
cut from the crown thereof half-way down to 
the crotch thereof. These gashes are in width 
precisely the thickness of the said boards, and 
by placing Said boards at right angles, as 
shown in Fig. 1, and slipping the gashed por 
tion of each over the non-gashed center of the 
other each holds the other in the position 
shown in Fig. 1, or with the feet B distributed 

equally around a circle. This affords a cheap 
and permanent construction, which can be 
further strengthened, if desired, by nailing 
vertical angular cleats in the angles between 
said legs B. 

In the top of that board C which is not 
gashed at its upper end are seated short up 
Wardly-projecting posts D D, which, when my 
invention is in use, are placed transversely of 
the carrying-board E. 
E is the carrying-board or seat for the child, 

and consists of a plain board of the proper 
length and width, provided with transverse 
ribs F at the ends thereof, to prevent the 
child from slipping of the end of said board 
When suchend is in a declined position. 
board E is further provided with the vertical 
holes G. G, placed in line crossWise of Said 
board at the longitudinal center thereof, and 
adapted to receive the short posts D D of the 
pedestal A. One or more additional series of 
holes, G, are formed in the board E, between 
said central line and one end of said board, to 
afford means for shifting the supporting-point 
under Said board toward one end thereof in 
case of the variance in the weight of the 
children who ride thereon. - 
To make the apparatus convenient for 

handling by children, the parts are made as 
light as possible, and to prevent the wearing 
and thereby getting out of true of the holes G. 
G. a metallic pipe-bushing, H, is driven into 
Said holes from the under Side of Said board. 
The bushing H is provided with the longi 

tudinal vertical opening J', which receives the 
posts D. The opening J at the base of the 
bushing H is of a size to loosely fitaround the 
base of the post D, and the upper end of said 
opening is made larger to permit the neces 
Sary change of position of the upper end of 
the post D in the oscillations of the board E. 
The lower surface of the bushing H,when the 
latter is driven home, is in the same plane 
with the lower surface of the board E, and re 
ceives the Wear occasioned by the oscillation 
of the latter. The upper ends of that board 
C Which Stands in line with the board E are 
beveled downward from each Side of the other 
board C, so as to permit the oscillating move 
ment of the board E. The insertion of the 
posts D D into the board E transversely of 
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the latter and a slight distance apart pre 
vents any side oscillation or twisting of the 
board E when in use, and compels the latter 
to have its vertical oscillation always in the 
same vertical plane. The bushing El may 
have external longitudinal ribs, K, to hold it 
more firmly and prevent its rotation, and 
thereby enlarging the holes G. 
What Iclaim as my invention, and desire to 

secure by Letters Patent of the United States, 
1S 

The combination of the boards C, centrally 

401,798 

gashed and interlocked, as shown, and pro 
vided with beveled crowns and upwardly-ex 
tending posts D D, the board E, provided with 
transverse ribs F. and holes G. G, and the bush 
ing H, provided with opening J, substantially 
as shown, and for the purpose described. 

In testimonywhereof Iaffix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

EREDERICK SPENCER. 
Witnesses: 

W. S. WARD, 
JNO. G. MANAHAN. 


