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The invention relates to a. case adustable to
two lengths, for any purpose for which such
adjustment in size may be desirable,

The invention will now be described with ref-
erence to the accompany drawings, wherein—

Figure I is a side elevation of the bottom con-
tainer in which a package of cigarettes or sim-
ilarly shaped objects may stand.

Figure II is a side view of the top of the case.

Figure IIT shows the diagonally opposite cor-
ner of the top from that shown in Figure II.

Figure IV shows a modified form of the bot-
tom container.

Figure V shows the top of the modified form
for the container shown in Figure IV.

The case comprises two parts. The lower part
called the container is for receiving a package
of cigarettes or similarly shaped objects, The
upper part is called the top which fits down over
the upper part of the container. The two parts
closed together form a box snugly encasing or
jacketing a package of cigarettes. In a ciga-
rette case of this type, the fitting together of the
top and container is facilitated by providing a
band portion around the top of the container in
which the wall is uniformly thinner than the
lower adjacent part of the container wall. The
depression of the thinner part or band results in
a narrow ledge or abutment around the con-
tainer spaced from the base line of the said con-
tainer. When the top is put on the container,
its lower edge fits down upon this ledge. The
ledge around the container and the lower edge
of the top pressing together when the-case is
closed may be called the upper and lower ad-
hesion lines. The upper and lower adhesion lines
are comprised of a series of broken or offset lines
horizontal and perpendicular as shown in Fig-
ures I, II and III of the drawing. The hori-
zontal segments of the adhesion lines of both
sides and both ends of the container, Figure I,
are alternately high and low. Likewise the hor-
izontal segments of the adhesion lines of both
sides and both ends of the top are alternatingly
high and low. '

Where there are the number of adhesion lines
segments shown in Figures I, II and III or a
greater number, the high and low horizontal seg-
ments alternate on each side and each end of
the container and top, but they do not alternate
in a series clear around the container or top.
There is one corner of the container where a low
side segment and a low end segment join as shown
in Figure I, Diagonally opposite is a corner
where a high side segment and a high end seg-
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ment of the container join. Likewise the top
has one corner at which a low side segment
and a low end segment join as shown in Figure IT,
and the diagonally opposite corner at which a
high side segment and a2 high end segment join
as shown in Figure III. 'As a consequence of this
structure the thick walled container base has a
series of rectangular upward projections or
abutments. Each of these upward projections
is designated by the letter ‘A. "This necessarily
results in making in the thin walled upper band
of the container a series of downwardly project-
ing spaces marked with the letter B. The con-
tainer may have for its thick walled portion only
a- thick band consisting of segments of a band
instead of an entire thick walled base.

In the top the lowering of the horizontal seg-
ments of the adhesion line results in a series of
rectangular downward projections or abutments.
Each of these downward projections is desig~
nated A’. There necessarily results between
these downward projections a series of down-
wardly projecting rectangular recesses B'.

The Figures I, IT, and III each shows one side
and one end of the container or of the top. Opwo-
site each protruding rectangle A and A’ on the
other side or end of the container or of the top is a
duplicate protruding rectangle A and A’. Op-
posite each hollow or depressed rectangle B and
B’ on the other side or end is a duplicate B and
B’. The A in each instance must be minutely
smaller than the B’ and the A’ must be mi-
nutely smaller than the corresponding B, so that
the container and top can mesh fogether.

‘When the top is placed on the container, side
2’ and end z’ fit over side x and end =, that is,
Figure II fits ‘over Figure I and the projections
A’ fit snugly into the recesses B. whereby the
case is assembled for the short length cigarettes.
‘When the top is reversed, that is, the second or
open ended top portion is rotated 180° about 2
vertical axis from the position in which the
abutments interfit and is telescoped over the -
container portion, and placed on the container
portion with the side ¥, and end ¥’, over the side
z and end x, respectively, that is, Figure IIT over
Figure I, the portions A’ rest on the portions A
and the case is adjusted for the long length
cigarettes.

For symmetry and appearance and for strong-
er adhesion between the top and the container,
the top may have an exterior extension or apron,
as indicated by the dofted lines in the drawing,
Pigures IT and III forming an outside covering
for the portions A’ and B’. This apron could be
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long enough to form an outside covering for the
portions A and B when the cigarette case is ad-
justed for long lengths,

As g guide to which way to turn the top when
the rectangles A’ and B’ are hidden by the
apron as indicated in Figures II and IIIL, the
apron of end x’ of the top may have an arrow
or similar marking pointing downward. On the
end of the container there is the word “short”
or equivalent marking so placed that the arrow
points to or comes into juxtaposition with the
word “short” when the top is put on the con-

tainer end z’ over end . On the end y the word

“long” or equivalent marking may be so .placed
that the arrow points to or comes into juxtaposi-
tion with the word “long” when the top is put
on with the container end x’ over end z.

There is another form of case shown in Fig-
ures IV and V. In this form the top is shown in
position to be assembled upon the container to
accommodate the short length cigarette and to
accommodate the long lengths the top would be
turned 180 degrees and brought down over the
container. The high segments of the horizontal
adhesion lines of the container are designated
with the letter H and of the top with the letter
H’. The two ends visible in the drawing of the
low segments of the container are designated L
and of the top I’. Aprons similar to those of
Figures II and ITI may be used with the form
of Figure V.

I claim:

1. A cigarette case rectangular in cross-section
composed of two open ended portions telescop-
ingly engaging each other in frictional engage-
ment, the first portion provided with outwardly
~ projecting abutments arranged in longitudinally
offset parts adjacent its open end with spaces be-
tween said parts, the second open ended portion
provided with abutments and spaces similar to
the abutments and spaces on the first portion and
offset to cooperate with the abutments and spaces
on the first portion; said last named abutments
fitting into said first named spaces when the two
portions are in telescoping position for containing
short length articles, and the abutments on both
portions abutting each other in edge to edge
position when the second open ended portion is
rotated 180° about a vertical axis from the posi-
tion in which the abutments interfit and tele-
scoped over the first open ended portion for
containing greater length articles.

2. Claim 1, in which the second portion of the
cigarette case has superimposed on the exterior
planes of its walls, aprons in parallel planes to the
said walls, which aprons, when the two portions
of the cigarette case are in telescoping position
for containing relatively greater length articles,
cover the open spaces hetween the meeting abut-
ments of the two portions.

3. A cigarette case, rectangular in cross-section,
composed of two open ended portions telescoping-
- Iy engaging each other in frictional engagement,
the first portion provided with outwardly project-
ing abutments arranged in longitudinally offset
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parts spaced from each other adjacent its open
end, and the second open ended portion provided
with abutments spaced similar to the abutments
on the first portion and offset to cooperate with
the spaced abutments on the first portion; said
abutments on the second portion fitting between
the abutments on the first portion when the two
portions are in telescoping position for contain-
ing short length articles, and the abutments abut-
ting each other in edge to edge position when
the second open ended portion is rotated 180°
about a vertical axis from the position in which

. the abutments interfit and telescoped over the
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first open ended portion for containing greater
length articles. .

4. A cigarette case rectangular in cross-section
composed of two open ended portions telescopi-
cally engaging each other in frictional engage-
ment, the first portion provided with outwardly
projecting abutments adjacent to its open end,
extending along two adjacent sides in a hori-
zontal plane, and outwardly projecting abutments
extending along the other two- sides in a hori-
zontal plane lower than the first described hori-
zontal plane, and the second portion having two
adjacent sides longer perpendicularly than its
other two sides, all so proportioned that the two
portions may be placed in telescoping engagement
position with the edges of the longer sides of the
second portion at its open end engaged with the
lower abutments of the first portion, and the
edges of the shorter sides of the second portion
at its open end engaged with the higher abut-
ments of the first portion, whereby the case is in
adjustment for holding articles of relatively
shorter length; and so proportioned that when
the second open ended portion is rotated 180°
about a vertical axis from the said telescopic en-
gagement position, and telescoped over the first
open ended porticn the edges of the longer sides
of the second portion at its open end engage
with the higher abutments of the first portion,
whereby the container is in adjustment for hold-
ing articles of relatively longer length.

5. Claim 4, in which one of the two portions of
the cigarette case has superimposed on the ex-
terior walls of its two sides which are perpendicu-
larly adjacent to the lower abutments of the first
portion when the two portions are engaged for
containing articles of relatively greater length,
rectangular aprons in planes parallel to the said
walls, which aprons, when the two portions are
so engaged, cover the open spaces between the
lower abutments of the first portion and the
shorter sides of the second portion.

JAMES W, IRWIN.
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