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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD B. WILLIAMS,
acitizen of the United States, residing at New-
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey,have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Varnish-Can Openers; and
Ido hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

/such as will enable others skilled in the art to
whichit appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this speelﬁea-
tion.

The object of this invention is to provide
a device for opening varnish cans with ease
and facility and at a comparatively small
cost; and the invention consists in the im-
proved can-opener and in the arrangement

as herein set forth and finally pointed out in
the claims.

Referring to the accompanying dxawmgs,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in each of the several
figures where they occur, Figurel, represents
a plan or top view of a can opener embody-
ing my improvement; and Fig. 2, a section
taken through the line «, of the same. Fig.
3, represents, in elevation, a modification of a
portion of the same which I shall designate as
the cap and Fig. 4, represents, in elevation a
varnish ean and my improved opener ad-
justed thereon in operative position.

In said drawings, a, indicates a chambered
cap adapted to fit upon the top, or nozzle,
o/, of the can; b, indicates a handle which is

mounted upon said eap, in a recess formed -

therein and is capable of a lateral movement
in opposite directions; ¢, indieates a hook
which is journaled in said cap, centrally, and
also secured rigidly to said handle, as will be
readily understood upon reference to Fig. 2.
The hook is drawn to a. point, at the lower
end, and has sharp edges to_ facilifate its in-
sertion through the top cover of the can or
nozzle, as will be understood.

and combination of the several parts thereof,

The modification shown in Fig. 3, repre-
sents the cap with aslot, d, formed in the side
thereof, in which the handle works laterally;
the object of this construction is to provide
increased leverage in case a lifting power
should be exerted upon the handle.

In operating the device the hook is forced
through the top of the can or nozzle until the
cap is snugly seated thereon; the handle is
then turned totheright or left until the hook,
which turns with ir, engages, at a distance
from the point where it enters, with the inner
surface of the eover or.top, when, it the hook
be in the relative position shown in Fig. 2, by
pressing downward upon the handle the top
or cover of the can will be easily forced from
its seat or fastening, as will be manifest. If
the hook be so adjusted in the handle as to
oceupy a position opposite to that shown in
Fig. 2, then a lifting power must be exerted
upon the handle, as provided for, in Fig. 3, as
will be aunderstood.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and wish to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States, is—

1. The improved can opener herein de-
scribed, which consists of a chambered cap, a
hook journaled therein, a handle, movably
mounted upon said cap and rigidly secured
to the shank of said hook; said parts being
arranged in relation to one another and op-
erating, as deseribed and for the purpose set
forth.

.2. The herein described can opener com-
prising a handle, one end of whichis provided
with a chambered cap, and a shouldered hook
projecting below the cap, the shoulder of the
hook being adjacent totherim of the cap, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 18th day of
October, 1892.

EDWARD B. WILLIAMS,

Witnesses:
OsCAR A. MICHEL,
-OLIVER DRAKE,
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