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3 (Clains. (Cl. 273-26) 
This invention relates generally to practice batting tees, 

and more particularly to a novel and improved batting 
practice tee provided with a plurality of batting tees for 
use in supporting a plurality of baseballs for developing, 
correcting and studying the basic fundamentals of hitting. 
My philosophy of hitting is based on a premise made 

by "Babe Ruth' that the area which is found by first 
grasping the bat on the barrel end with one hand and the 
area which is covered by grasping the bat adjacent the 
first hand by the second hand is the home run hitting area 
of the bat. It has been found that this area covers ap 
proximately four inches and therefore have called it the 
"four inch wood.” This "four inch wood' is then, if 
re-stated, that portion of the bat between four inches from 
the outer or barrel end of the bat and eight inches from 
the barrel end of the bat. My philosophy further involves 
using the same stance, stride, Swing and wrist action on 
all pitches as much as possible. The only change made, 
of any consequence, that is in order so that the "four 
inch wood' should make contact on every ball hit, is the 
hip rotation. 

In hitting the ball when placed on the outside area of 
the plate it is recommended that an outward rotation 
of the hips be used; an inward rotation on the ball posi 
tioned on the inner area of the plate; and other degrees of 
variations on the balls placed between these two extreme 
positions. The multiple tee of the present invention can 
be adjusted in such a manner that the contact position 
of the bat can be determined by the placement of the 
ball. This should give the hitter a mental image of the 
bat-ball relationships over all parts of the base in the 
strike zone. 
The factor of human error as well as insufficient power 

makes it relatively difficult to hit a home run every time 
the "four inch wood' portion of the bat is applied to the 
ball. However, if the ball is squarely hit in this area 
or portion thereof, it is possible for all players to get more 
power and hence greater distance. Accordingly, it is a 
primary object of the present invention to provide a novel 
and improved multiple batting tee apparatus which is 
adapted to aid in teaching a player the proper stance, 
swing, timing and wrist action for applying said "four 
inch wood” area to a ball during a hitting or batting 
operation. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a multiple batting tee apparatus which is adapted to serve 
as an instructional device for coaches, playground and 
recreational leaders and others for teaching the above 
mentioned baseball hitting fundamentals. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a multiple batting tee apparatus which is readily 
adaptable to outdoor and indoor use. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide 
a novel and improved multiple batting tee apparatus which 
is portable, rugged and compact in construction, light in 
Weight, economical of manufacture, and which comprises 
a minimum of parts. 

it is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a novel and improved multiple batting tee appa 
ratus which is capable of supporting a plurality of base 
balls at various heights and positions over a simulated 
home plate for teaching a batter the proper swing for 
hitting a ball at said various positions over the plate. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide 
a novel and improved multiple batting tee apparatus which 
is provided with a plurality of adjustable tees mounted on 
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Support brackets which make it possible to adjust tees 
to any area on the base. This in turn means that a ball or 
balls can be placed on any part of the plate at any level 
in the strike zone. 
Other objects, features and advantages of this inven 

tion will be apparent from the following detailed descrip 
tion, appended claims, and the accompanying drawing. 

in the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is an elevational perspective view of a multiple 

batting tee made in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged top plan view of the structure 
illustrated in FIG. 1, taken along the line 2-2 thereof, 
looking in the direction of the arrows and showing the 
tees in cross section; and, 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary, enlarged elevational sectional 
view of the structure illustrated in FIG. 2, taken along 
the line 3-3 thereof and looking in the direction of the 
aOWS. 

Referring now to the drawing and in particular to FIG. 
1, the practice batting apparatus of the present invention 
comprises the base generally indicated by the numeral 0. 
The base 0 is 25' wide along the front edge indicated 
by the numeral E1 and 8% ' long on each side indicated 
by the numerals 12 and 13. The angular rear edges 4 
and 15 are each 15% ' long. The base 10 may be con 
structed of any suitable material, as for example laminated 
rubber. The base 10 is approximately one inch in over 
all thickness and is provided with the centrally disposed 
metal plate 16 which extends through the entire plate. 
The layers of rubber 17 and 18 would be fixedly secured to 
the metal plate 16 by any suitable means as by means of 
a suitable adhesive. 
As shown in FIG. 2, an area on the base 10, generally 

indicated by the numeral 19, is shaped like a home plate. 
This home plate area 19 is bounded by the front edge 
11 of the base 10, the side lines marked by the numerals 
20 and 21, and the rear angular lines 22 and 23. The 
home plate area 19 would be colored white and have 
dimensions equal to a conventional home plate. The 
outer or border area of the base 10 around the home plate 
area 9 would be colored black. 
As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the multiple batting tee 

apparatus of the present invention includes a pair of 
adjustable tees generally indicated by the numerals 24 
and 25. The batting tee 24 will be described in detail 
and similar reference numerals followed by the small 
letter 'a' will be applied to the batting tee 25. The 
batting tee 24 comprises the elongated support bracket 
26 which is preferably made of metal and which is pro 
vided with the elongated, longitudinally extended slot 
27. The support bracket 26 is adapted to be seated 
on the top surface of the base 10 as shown in FIG. 2 
and to be adjustably secured in place by means of the 
bolt 28 and the wing nut 29. The bolt 28 is preferably 
anchored in the base 10 at a point approximately 8%' 
from the front edge 11 of the plate 10 and approxi 
mately 2%' inwardly from the home plate side line 21. 
The bolt 28 and wing nut 29 are merely illustrative of 
one suitable means for securing the supporting bracket 
26 to the base 10 to permit adjustment of the bracket 26 
over the home plate 19. It will be seen that by means 
of the releasable wing nut 29, the mounting bracket 26 
may be adjustably secured over various areas of the home 
plate 19. 
As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, a metal tube 30 is fixedly 

secured to the outer end of the support bracket 26 by 
means of the bolt 31. The bolt 31 extends upwardly 
through a suitable hole formed in the front end of the 
bracket 26 and is threadably engaged in the inner diameter 
of the metal tube 36. Any other suitable fastening means 
may be used, if desired. A first rubber tube 33 is slidably 
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mounted at the lower end thereof over the metal tube 30. 
The rubber tube 33 is held in place on the tube 30 by 
a friction fit. The rubber tube 33 preferably has an out 
side diameter of 2% '. The tube 33 is approximately 
18' in length. Slidably mounted in the upper end of 
the rubber tube 33 is a second rubber tube 34. The sec 
ond rubber tube 34 is also approximately 18' in length. 
The second rubber tube 34 would have an approximately 
outside diameter of 234s' so as to be large enough to fit 
snugly into the first tube 33 so as to be held in place 
by friction yet permit slidable adjustment of the second 
tube 34 relative to the first tube 33. A third rubber 
tube 35 is telescopically mounted in the upper end of the 
second tube 34. The tubes 34 and 35 are also made of 
a suitable rubber material. The third tube 35 would be 
approximately 20' in length and have an outside diameter 
of approximately 158'. The lower end of the third 
tube 35 would be slidably mounted in the tube 34 to 
provide a Snug fit to hold the tubes in position relative 
to each other by friction yet permit adjustment of the 
tubes relative to each other. The height of the afore 
described telescopic set of tubes when fully extended 
Would be approximately 50 inches plus the thickness of 
the Supporting bracket 26 and the base 0, making a total 
height of approximately 52'. As shown in FIG. 3, the 
upper end of the tube 35 would be flared as indicated by 
the numeral 36 to provide a suitable seat for the base 
ball 37. 
The second batting tee 25 has been marked with the 

same reference numerals followed by the small letter 'a' 
and it will be seen that this batting tee is constructed 
identical to batting tee 24 with the exception that it is 
reversed so that the ball supporting tubes are disposed at 
the rear end of the support bracket 26a. It will be under 
stood that the aforecited dimensions of the various parts 
of the batting tees of the present invention may be varied 
as desired, but that they are merely set forth to indicate 
one illustrative embodiment of the invention. 

In the use of the multiple batting tee of the present 
invention, the player would assume the proper stance and 
distance from the plate 10 for all types of pitches in 
order to apply the aforecited “four inch wood' portion 
of the bat to the balls 37 or 37a as selectively called for 
by a batting instructor. The batting tees 24 and 25 
would be disposed at different heights with the inside 
batting tee 25 being disposed lower than the outside 
batting tee 24 and in accordance with whether the batter 
is a right hand or left hand batter. The tees 24 and 25 
are adjusted to the desired positions over the home plate 
19, and the player assumes the proper stance. The 
coach, or instructor, then calls "inside' or “outside' in 
dicating the position of the ball which the batter should 
attempt to hit, as for example, the ball 37 or the ball 
37a depending on whether the batter is a left hand or 
right hand batter. If the hitter focuses his eyes either on 
the ball 37 or the ball 37a, the coach can call for the 
opposite ball to be hit. This will help prevent the player 
from attempting to guess the coach's call. 

It will be seen that the multiple batting tee of the 
present invention helps to show the player whether he is 
using the proper Swing at the proper level and it helps 
in determining the exact time in which the player's wrist 
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should be snapped during a batting swing on all types of 
pitches. The positions of the tees 24 and 25 can be 
adjusted so that the batter can hit the balls over all parts 
of the home plate area 9. The tees 24 and 25 are ver 
tically adjustable to accommodate adults and children on 
both the high and low levels. The multiple batting tee 
apparatus of the present invention serves to develop a 
more effective batting swing by developing both strength 
and coordination, and it helps to determine the proper 
hip rotation for both inside and outside pitches. It also 
shows a hitter the proper bat angle, as well as the distance 
in front of the body, to which the bat should be dis 
posed to make proper contact with the ball on both inside 
and outside pitches. Actual experience has shown that 
the multiple batting bee of the present invention is a prac 
tical and efficient device for perfecting the various phases 
of the skill or art of hitting and in carrying out the afore 
cited philosophy of hitting. 
While it will be apparent that the preferred embodi 

ment of the invention herein disclosed is well calculated to 
fulfill the objects above stated, it will be appreciated that 
the invention is susceptible to modification, variation and 
change without departing from the proper scope or fair 
meaning of the subjoined claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a baseball tee for batting practice, a base plate 

having a home plate area formed thereon; at least a pair 
of adjustable baseball tees adjustably mounted in spaced 
relation on said base plate on said home plate area; each 
of said adjustable baseball tees comprising; an elongated 
horizontally disposed support bracket; an extensible ver 
tically disposed ball support member mounted on said 
Support bracket for supporting a baseball in a selective 
elevated position above the home plate area of the base 
plate, from where it may be struck by a batter; and, means 
for adjustably securing said support bracket to the home 
plate for positioning the ball supporting member in a 
selective position over the home plate area. 
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2. The baseball tee for batting practice as defined in 
claim 1, wherein: said elongated horizontally disposed 
Support bracket comprises an elongated bar having a 
longitudinally extended slot formed therethrough and 
said means for adjustably securing said support bracket to 
said base plate includes a bolt having the lower end fixed 
in the base plate and the upper end threaded and extended 
upwardly through said slot, and a wing nut mounted on 
the upper threaded end for engaging the bracket to re 
leasably secure it to the base plate. 

3. The baseball tee for batting practice as defined in 
claim 1, wherein: said baseball supporting member com 
prises, a plurality of telescopic adjustably connected tubes 
including at least a bottom tube, an intermediate tube, 
and an upper tube, the lower end of the bottom tube being 
fixed to the support bracket and the upper end of the 
upper tube having a baseball supporting seat. 
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