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To all, whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, SAMUEL J. ECKER, of 

South Bethlehem, in the county of North 
ampton and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Animal-Releasing Devices; and I do here 
by declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

animal-releasing devices; and it consists in 
certain novel features of construction and 
combinations of parts, as will be hereinafter 
more fully described, and pointed out in the 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 

represents a view embodying my invention. 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged detached view of my im 
provement in its locked position, and Fig. 3 
is a similar view of same inits unlocked posi 
tion. 
A represents a metal plate provided with a 

forwardly-projecting keeper 1 and a for 
Wardly-projecting Supporting-bracket 2, each 
of which is preferably formed integral with 
said plate, and each is also provided with a 
hole through which passes the locking-bolt 
and releasing-rod, respectively, as will here 
inafter more fully appear. 
secured to the manger or other convenient 
place within a stall, and its attachment may 
be effected by screws or bolts, as desired. 

Rigidly secured to plate A is the bearing 
block 3, which latter extends parallel with 
keeper 1, whereby a narrow passage-way is 
formed between said block and keeper for the 
introduction of the halter-ring 4. Pivotally 
secured to bearing-block 3 is the locking 
bolt 5, the locking end of which is hooked 
shaped, as shown in the drawings, while the 
opposite end or shank thereof is straight, to 
which is secured one end of connecting-link 
6, the opposite end of said linkbeing connect 
ed to the releasing-rod 7. In order to take 
all strain off of the pivotal point of locking 
bolt 5, as well as off of the bolt itself, I have 
provided a guard 8, which latter is rigidly se 
cured to bearing-block 3, between which and 

5o said guard the locking-bolt moves, and hence 

Plate A is to be 

halters. 

when the locking-bolt is in its locked position 
it Will be apparent that any strain exerted 
thereon will be borne by guard 8. 
Whether one or more stalls are fitted with 

my improvement one of the ends of rod 7 
must project a short distance through one of 
the stable-walls, as illustrated in Fig. 1 of the 
drawings. To this projecting end is pivotally 
secured the lever 10, which latteris fulcrumed 
in bracket 11, carried by the stable-wall. 
The operation of my improvement is very 

simple. After the stock has been haltered 
and fastened, which latter part of the opera 
tion is accomplished by placing ring 4 (which 
is secured to the free end of the halter) be 
tween keeper 1 and guard 8, the locking-bolt 
5 is then moved to its locked position by mov 
ing rod 7 backward, which can be accom 
plished by grasping said rod 7 at any conven 
ient place within the stall in which the horse 
or cow is to be fastened. This movement of 
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rod 7 causes the hooked-shaped end of lock 
ing-bolt 5 to move forward and pass through 
the opening in keeper 1, which also locks the 
ring 4 within the narrow passage-way formed 
between the keeper and bearing-plate 3. As 
before stated, it will be apparent that all strain 
exerted upon bolt 5 will be borne by guard 8. 
Should it become necessary to release the 
stock by reason of fire, it can be easily and 
quickly accomplished without entering the 
stable by simply giving a quick pull on lever 
10, which will instantly cause releasing-rod 7 
to move forward and locking-bolt 5 to be 
thrown out of engagement With keeper 1, leav 
ing ring 4 free to fall by gravity, thus releas 
ing the stock and leaving them at liberty to 
pass or be driven out of the doors opened for 
their escape. 
This device is designed for quickly releas 

ing cattle or horses in the event of a fire, and 
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hence, ordinarily, they would be released by 
simply removing the halter from the neck of 
the animal, leaving the halter locked to the 
bolt. When, however, it becomes necessary 
to release them all quickly and simultane 
ously, it is done, as before stated, by moving 
the releasing-rod endwise, which releases the 

When the rings are released, the 
end of the hook is protected and covered by 
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the guard, and there is nothing in the way 
which could by any possibility engage the 
ring and prevent its release. 

Having fully described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. An animal-releasing device, consisting 
of a plate provided with a keeper, and with a 
bearing-block, said parts being arranged sub 
stantially as described to form a narrow space 
between them, of a pivoted locking-bolt, con 
structed to support a halter-ring and ar 
ranged so that its free end will pass through 
a hole in the keeper, a guard located over the 
bolt, and a rod for actuating the pivoted bolt, 
substantially as set forth. 

2. An animal-releasing device comprising 
a plate having a keeper and a bearing inte 
gral there with, a bearing-block on said plate, 
a locking-bolt pivoted to the block and adapt 
ed to enter the keeper, a guard secured to the 
block over the bolt, and an actuating-rod 
mounted in the bearing and connected to the 
bolt, substantially as set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

SAMUEL J. ECIKER. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. W. SNYDER, 
M. M. FAUST. 

  


