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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 540,050, dated May 28,1895,

", Application filed May 14, 1894,

To all whom it-may concern:

Be it known that we, CHARLES C. HALL and
ALBERT E. MCCHESNEY, of Syracuse, in the
county of Onondaga,in theState of New York,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Indexes, of which the following, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
is a full, clear, and exact deseription.

Our invention relates to indexes, or index
tables, which are designed to be used in con-
nection with State, county, or other official rec-
ords, the books of savings and other institu-
tions, insurance and other companies or cor-
porations, orany other place where large num-

‘bers of names are to be readily and économi- |

cally indexed, and which muast necessarily be
80 indexed as to permit the quickest possible

‘reference.

Our object is to produce an index to be used
in connection with records or name books of

© . any kind, involving very large numbérs of

25

30

" 35

40

45

50

names, as for instance, one hundred thousand

names, more or less, and comprises a set of-

tables, one for-each letter of the alphabet.
Thesetables may be written or printed on one
or moresheets of paperorcard-board, and used

separately, or pasted or bound into the name-

book to which reference is to be made, either
dipon the inside of the cover,or on the fly-page,
or coustitute the fly-page of the book.
page numbers of the tables refer in each in-
stance to the first page (numerically) assigned
in thename-bookto each subdivision shown in
thetable. Thetablesareso arranged as toin-
dicate the first three letters of the surnames
in all of the possible combinations, or substan-
tially all of them, whether for surnames in
English, German, Scandinavian, or any other
foreign language, and may readily be adapted
to provide for the various pecuiiarities of any
nationality or locality, or for any special use
or purpose in which the combination or sub-
divisions will vary more or less.  These index

tables are used in connection with books

which are paged to correspond with the ta-
bles, and which books are usually (though not
necessarily) provided with initial or Christian
name columns. '

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view of three tables of our index for the

~ initial letters A, B,and C, illustrating the com-
binations as arranged fora set of books with

The’
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a total capacity of one hundred  thousand
names. -Fig. 2'is a view of part of a page of
such a book, said page being for the combi- 55
nation “Bla.” - - \

The tables “a,” “b,” “¢,” shown in Fig. 1,
are each provided with a heading “d,” which
- contains the first letter of the surnames, usu-
ally printed (or written) in type of a large 6¢c
size, 80 as to readily catch the eye. Each
“heading surmounts a seriés of vertical col-
-unins, the first of which, at the left,-contains
the second letter of surnames in a bold face
type, and is marked “second letters.” The &5
second vertical column, contains, asindicated’
by its markipg, the third letters of the sur-
names, and-is marked “third letters.” The
“third column, marked “page,” contains the
- figures to represent the pages of the name jo
book upon which any certain name is to be
- found, or-written. The fourth column is a
blank column, for transfer pages, that is, the
- pages on which certain combinations (sur-
- names) are continued when the-space,. or, 75
- pages, assigned by the page column, becomes
filled. ‘ o :

At the foot of the tableis aline-and paging, .
marked “ Special ” in the first eolumn, where-
by space is given for the entry of some special 8o
reference, or class of names, such as associa-
tions, banks, churches, &e., which may not be

‘readily located elsewherein thetable,or which

it may seem desirable or. preferable to sepa-

rate from the names of persons, to be classi- 83
‘fied by themselves. In the first column short.

horizontal lines'are used to show or to mark

the divisions between the different alpha-
betical letters of that column, and to aid the
eye in catehing the desired second letter. In go
the second column; of third letters, two styles
of lettersare shown, large capitals and smaller.
ones, the former indicating the third letters
which are most in common use, while the lat- -
ter indicate snch third letters as are liable to ¢3
occur- but once in oné hundred thousand
names, or in the total capacity of the index,

as in the “B” table we find Baf, Baj, Bao,

Bagq, Bef, Bej, Beo, Bep, Beq, and in the “C”

table we find Caj, Caq, Cax, Coq, Cou, Cuv, 100

&e.; also in the second column the surnames

most in common. use are made to appear. in .

italics printed out in full, such as Adams, Al-

len, Anderson, Andrews, Brown, Burke, Burns;
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Campbel] Carroll, Clark, Colhns and Cook,
which are thus segrevated from othei sui-
names which begin with the same. first three
lotters; also in cases of different terminal
spellings, both spellings are indicated by add-
ing or changing the terminal, as Brown-e,
Clark-e, Cook e and Anderson -en, showing

“both spellings, with or without the ter mmal
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“e,” or also showing the two spellings,—An-
derson and Andersen. In the third column a
few extremely rare combinations of two let-
ters are shown in italics with parentheses,
such as Aq, Bd, Bu, Bs, Bw, Bz, Cd, Ck, Cm,
Ct, and Cr, which areof the least fréquency,
and liable to occur only once in five hundred
thousand names,.

In certain cases the three letter combina-
tions are so infrequent that we have grouped
them on one line, as A to Z, for such combi-
nations as Aaa, Aab, Aac, Aad, &e., Bja, Bjb,
‘Bje, .Bya, Byb, Bye, &e., Cea, Ceb Cee, Ced,
Cia, Cib, Cie; Cid, .Cna, Cnb Onc, Cnd, Csa,
Csb, Csc, Csd, &e

In conStrneting these tables for certain lo-
calities or for certain classes, regard may be
had and duéconsideration given to frequently
recurring foreigh names, or to prominent loeal
names.  Thusin Minnesota and other north-
western States with a large Scandinavian pop-
ulation,; names beg1nn1n<rw1th And, Joh,Han,
orthe elsewhere unusual Bj, Ol, &c would be
found in far greater proportions than in the
East or South. In Canada, or other parts of
this country, or for other special uses the
Seoteh, the German, or the Irish hameés might
require special increase. . So also in deed or

- mortgage indexes, certain prominent loeal

40

names would need specxal provision. Inadapt-.

ing our tables to anysuch special cases all of
tliese peculiarities can readily be provided

- for by a suitable arrangement of paging in
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the name or record books

In using these tables for reference, or for
indexing, we for instance, 1o, find the name
Blaine, takethetableheaded with “B,” glance
down the first column to “I,” and in the
second column find “A,” giving the threelet-
ter combination “Bla,” and in the third col-
umn we find the numbérs 189, which indicates
the corresponding page in the name book
upon which this name is to be found,or the
page upon which it is to be entered; as shown
in Fig. 2, writing the name “ Blaine” in the

column headed “Grantor,” the given name
“James” in the column headed “I J,” and
the letter G in the column headed “Second
initial,” and we have the whole name, James
G. Blaine, duly entered. The other names
entered, for illustration in Fig. 2, are all

540,050

narne_s,which begin with thesamethree letter
combination “Bla” and. are entered in the

same manner as aforesaid, due reference be-

ing had to the first 1I]1t1d,1 or name, and 1ts
seeond initial.

It will thus'be seen that the features of our
index are as follows: The first letter of the
surname in large type in the heading; the
second letter thereof in bold-face type in the
column at the left, or first column; and the
third letterin varying style of type in the sec-
ond column, thus subdividing each triple com-
bination into its three element also subdi-
viding the third letters, by dlstlnct markings,
or variations in size, or form of letters, as
large and small capitals, to aid the eye in dis-
tinguishing betweéen those which dre frequent
and those which are of rare occurrence; also
the italic and very rare two letter combina-
tions; and in conjunection with the three-let-
ter-combination system, giving the very com-
mon surnames in full in italies, and showing
one or more modes of spelling the same.

It-will be seen that we have no horizontal
lines with initial or secondary letters, singly

-orin combination, in conjunction with verti-

cal intersecting columns headed with single
or grouped letters, and having page numbers
in the squares created by such intersections,

-whieh create, eventually, a very large and

confusing mass of figures leading to frequent
errors in picking out the numbér desired, as
is shown in the patent to P. J. Schlecht, No.
347,304, of August 10, 1886.

What weclaim as our invention, and desire
to seeure by Letters Patent, is—

-An index containing a series of tables, each
comprising a heading containing a single al-
phabetical letter representing the first letter
of aname, a vertical column containing alpha-
betical letters representing the second letter
of a name, a second vertical column contain-
ing alphabetical lettersrepresenting the third
letter of a name, and a third column contain-
ing paging figures, combined with a second in-
dex composed of a series of vertical columns
in which to enter Christian names, a single
column for the second initials of the names, a

column for surnames, and columns for correl-

ative and auxiliary entries, substantially as
speclﬁed

In witness whereof we have hereunto set
our hands this 12th day of May, 1894.

CHAS. C. HALL.
ALBERT E. McCHESNEY.

In presence of—
HowaArD P. DENISON,
M. M. BORST.
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