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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES H. HODGKINS, of
Cambridge, in the countyof Middlesex, State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Toe-Weights, of
which the following is a description suffi-
ciently full, clear, and exaet to enable any
person skilled in the art or science to which
said invention appertains to make and usethe
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specifica-
tion, in which—

Figure 1 is an elevation of a hoof showing
my improved toe-weight in position.. Fig. 2
is a front elevation of the weight attached;
Fig. 3 a like view showing the supporting
plate, the weight being removed; Fig. 4 an
under side plan view the hoof being shown in

. section; and Fig. 5 a sectional view on line
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x—z in Fig. 3.
Like letters of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts in the different figures of the |

drawings.

My invention relates - especially to toe-
weights for trotting horses, the object be-
ing particularly to provide means whereby
weights of different sizes may be quickly
mounted on the same supporting plate and
which will not become readily detached from
the jar of the foot.

In the drawings, A represents the hoof, B
the supporting plate of the weight and C the
weight proper. Thesupporting plate, B, com-
prises a body portion, d, concaved on its in-
ner face to fit the hoof. Centrally on said
body portion there is a flange, f, which in po-
sition runs vertically of the hoof. Saidflange
is undercut or beveled at, ¢, longitudinally
and is provided outside the body with a coun-
ter-sunk screw-hole, 4. The body, d, from
each side of the flange has its face beveled
outwardly at, .- Screws, j, passing through

said beveled faces into the hoof secure the

plate thereto. The weight proper, C, is con-
caved on its inner face to conform to the hoof
and is slotted longitudinally at, &, to receive
the flange, £, thé walls of said slot being bev-
eled to conform to the under-cut edges of the
flange orlug, /. Theloweredge of the weight
proper is also undercut and beveled to fit
closely over the beveled faces, 4, of the sup-
porting plate and cover: the screw-heads, j.
A serew, m, passes through the serew-hole, h,
of the lug, f, into the bottom of the flange
groove in the weight proper holdingit against

vertical movement on said flange from the

jar of the foot should the serew, m, work loose
or begin to turn out. . The under-cutlug lock-
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ing the weight proper against outward move-

ment would prevent its displacement.  The
impact of the hoof, tending to drive the weight
proper downward onto the lug, would also
prevent its displacement by vertical move-
ment.

It will be seen that weights proper, C, of
any desired size and weight properly grooved
to receive the lug, f, can be interchanged
thereon by means of the screw, m, the sup-
porting plate remaining on the hoof.

Having thus explained my invention, what

I claim is—
- A toe-weight comprising the supporting
plate B provided withthe under-cut lug f hav-
ing the screw-hole - and beveled faces %, in
combination with the weight proper C hav-
ing the beveled groove k for receiving said
lug and its inner face undercut to conform to
said beveled faces, the screws j for attaching
the supporting plate to the hoof, and the
screw m for connecting said plate and weight,
substantially as described..

JAMES H. HODGKINS.

Witnesses:
O. M. SHAW,
F. SUMINSBY.
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