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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES D. WATKINS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

SHOE-POLISHER.

1,193,692,

Application filed April 14, 1915.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cuarres D. WaTkiNs,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
New York city, in the county of New York
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Shoe-
Polishers, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings. .

My invention relates to shoe polishers,
and particularly to shoe polishers of the
character illustrated in the patent granted
to me on the 23rd day of February, 1915,
No. 1,129,257.

The primary object of the present inven-
tion is to improve upon the construction
illustrated in said patent by providing sim-
ple means for retaining the polishing cloth
in place upon the body of the polisher,
simplifying the means whereby the resilient
supporting plate is contracted to thereby
draw the polishing cloth tight thereon, and
in other ways reducing the cost and increas-
ing the efficiency of the polisher.

My invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein:

Tigure 1 is a longitudinal sectional view
on the line A—A of Fig. 2; Fig. 2 is a plan
view of the construction shown in Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the polishing
pad, looking toward one end; Fig. 4 is an
end view of the plate 2; Fig. 5 is a frag-
mentary longitudinal sectional view through
the pad; Fig. 6 is a perspective view of one
end of the plate; Fig. 7 is a fragmentary
perspective view of one end of the pad
showing the clip applied thereto; Fig. 8 is
a fragmentary view of one end of the lever.

Referring to these figures, 2 designates a
supporting plate of relatively thin resilient
material having upwardly turned angular
ends 3, the plate adjacent these terminations
being formed with transversely extending
inwardly bent semi-circular beads 4 and the
material of the plate at the ends of these
beads being cut away, as at 5.

Adapted to be detachably secured upon
the outer face of the supporting plate 2 is a
polishing pad, designated generally 6. This
pad 1s formed of an outer layer of felt, or
other cloth or fabric adapted for polishing
shoes, this felt or other fabric being desig-
nated 7. An inner layer of buckram 8 is at-
tached in any suitable manner to the outer
layer of felt, and preferably disposed upon
the buckram layer and the felt layer is an
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intermediate layer of cushioning pasteboard
62 comprising two parallel sheets of thin
board with a corrugated sheet interposed
between them. The felt layer T extends
beyond the buckram layer 8 and the paste-
board layer 6% and the sides of the felt layer
are folded over, as at 9.

Clips 10 are applied to the ends of the
cushion, these clips consisting of an ap-
proximately S-shaped strip of material,
one fold of which is bent down tight upon
the plies of material forming the cushion,
and the other fold of which is extended and
angularly bent, as at 11, to provide a lip, a
transversely extending seat 12 being so
formed in the clip for the reception of the
adjacent upwardly extending end of the
supporting plate 2, as shown clearly in
Fig. 7

Tt will be obvious that when the polish-
ing pad is applied to the supporting stvip
2, the bending inward of the end portions
3 of the strip will cause the pad to tighten
upon the strip so that the pad will be se-
curely held thereon. For the purpose of
thus bending in the end portions 3 of the
supporting strip, I provide the levers 13
and 14. Kach of these levers is formed of
a single piece of wire bent upon itself to
provide parallel legs 15, these legs being
angularly bent, as at 16, at an angle to the

lane of the legs, then extended upward
and. laterally outward, as at 17, and then
re-bent upon themselves, as at 18, to em-
brace the adjacent end of the strip. The
curved portions 17 fit within the notches 5
formed in the side edges of the strip, and
the outer ends of the wire forming the
levers are supported in the concave face of
the bead 4, as shown clearly in Fig. 4.

Both of the handle levers 13 and 14 are
alike as far as described, but they differ
from each other in that the legs of the
handle lever.14 are provided adjacent the
upper ends of the bends 16 with the out-
wardly projecting bends 19 forming later-
ally projecting lugs, and they further differ
from each other in that the handle lever 14
is widened toward its free end so as to be
greater in widsh at this end than the width
between the legs of the handle lever 13.

With the parts as heretofore described,
the operation of the invention will be en-
tirely clear from the drawings. In order to
apply the pad the handle levers 13 and 14
are opened, thus leaving the supporting
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plate free to be flexed. The clips 10 are
then disposed upon the ends of the plate 2,
the ends of the plate extending into the
seats 12 of the clips. In order now to strain
or tighten the polishing strip or pad upon
the suppoltlno plate, the lever 14 is first
turned down to the position shown in Iig.
1, and then the lever 15 is turned down, the
side legs of the lever being expanded slightly
so as to pass over the lugs 19 and lock
beneath these lugs. The tummo downward
of the handle levels 13 and 14 causes the
lower ends of the angular bends 16 to en-
gage with the plate 2 and fulerum there-
against, and this causes the outer ends of
the levers to draw the end portions of the
plate 2 toward each other, straining or
tightening the fabric forming the pad.
With the levers in the position shown in
Fig.
polisher may be readily manipulated.

It will, of course, be understood. that the
polishing pad is of slightly greater length
and width than the supporting plate 2 so

that the edges of the pad will cover the

edges of the phte and thus protect the shoes
from being cut or scratched by the plate.
When the pad is in place upon the plate
and the handle levers are turned down-
ward, the plate is slightly curved, giving
the lower face of the pad a ]onmtudmﬂlv
rounded contour.

I find in practice that the polisher con-

structed ag above described may be very

cheaply made, very simply applied, and i3
thoroughly effective for the purpose in-
tended.

The polishing pad may be 1echll‘7 re-
moved or replaced when it is desired ‘co re-
new the pad, or various forms of polishing
pads might be used for different articles
and applied upon the same support. The
pad may be permanently attached to the
plate 2, if desired, by upsetting the middle
of the plate and of the strip 10, as at 20,
thus positively preventing any lateral move-
ment of the pad rvelative to the plate. It
W111 of course be obvious that I may use

arious materials for forming the polishing
pad 6, and I have found in practice that
tur, as for instance bearskin, is p‘trtlcul‘trly
good for this purpose.

Having thus described
what T claim is:

1. A shoe polisher including a support-
ing plate having upturned ends, a polishing
pwd having clips at its extremities detach-

my

1, a handle is formed whereby the

invention ,

1,173,602

“ably engaging the ends of the plate, and

means for straining the ends of the plate
toward each other to thereby tighten the
pad upon the plate.

2. In a shoe polisher, a resilient support-
ing plate having upturned ends, a pad
therefor, and flexing levers coacting one
with each end of the plate, each lever at its
end having opposﬂ;ely disposed plate em-
bracing p01t10ns, the intermediate portion
of the lever having an extension forming a
fulerum and bearing gzunst the inside face

of the plate ad]wcent its end, the plate upon

its outside face being formed with a seat-
ing bead in which “said plate embracmo
portion of the lever rests. -

3. A shoe pohsher comprising a-resilient
supporting plate having upturned ends, a
polishing ~ pad udapted to be  disposed
against’ the outer face of the plate and hav-
ing clips attached to the ends thereof, said
chps each having a recess or seat ad%pted
to slip over the adjacent upturned end of
the plate, and means for siraining:the ends
of the plate toward each other to thereby
tighten the pad upon the plate.

1. In a shoe polisher; a resilient. suppm t-
ing plate having upturned ends, said ends
each being formed with a transversely .ex-
tending 1nwardly bent  bead and  with
notches in the ends of the bead, a pad hav-
ing clips at its ends adapted to be detach-
dblY engaged with the extremities of the
supporting plate, and straining levers, each
lever being formed of a lenfrth of wire bent
at its middle to provide two approximately
paiallel legs, then angularly offset to pro-
vide a fulerum adapted to engage with the
inner face of the plate, then upwardly and

outwardly bent and then inwardly bent to
plomde a plate embracing portion adapted
to be inserted in said notches and the bead.

5. In a shoe polisher of the character de-
scribed, a supporting member and a pad
mounted upon. the supporting member, said
pad comprising an inner ply, an outer ply
of polishing material, and a cushioning
Iayer disposed Detwenn inner and outer
phes, gaid layer comprising spaced sheets
of pasteboard and a corrugated sheet dis-
posed between the spaced sheets.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES D. WATKINS.

‘Witnesses: '

Parricx J. FARRELL,
WarrEr YOUNGMAN. .-

Copies of this patent may be obiained for five cents. each, by addressihg the “Commissioner ?_of Pateﬁts,
‘Washington, D, C.” :
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