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4 Claims. 

This invention relates to laundry presses as 
used for the pressing or pressure ironing of shirts 
and other garments, and has for its principal 
object improvements in the means for adjusting 

i 5 the pressure of such presses. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

Will appear in the following description and ac 
companying drawing. 

In the draWing: 
Figure 1 is. a side view of a typical laundry 

preSS equipped With my improved feature. 
Figure 2 is an enlarged vertical section of the 

upper buck or pressure head as seen from the 
line 2-2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a further enlarged vertical section 
of the device as Seen from the lines 3-3 of 
Figure 2. 
Before describing the drawing in detail, it may 

be stated that laundry presses of the type to 
Which my invention pertains are made forpower 
and manual operation, and take the general 
form shoWn in Figure 1, Wherein a heavy ped 
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estal or frame i supports a lower “buckº 2 over 
Which the garment to be pressed is spread, and 
an upper buck or complementarily formed, steam 
or otherwise heated presser head 3 carried at 
the forward end of a pivotallymounted pressure 
arm 4 is adapted to be brought down with con 
siderable pressure against the Work, either 
through poWer or manual force depending on 
the type of press. The present invention relates 
to the means for Suspending the head 3 from 
arm 4 and adjusting the distance between it 
and the arm, So that any desired degree of 
pressure may be obtained with a fixed travel of 
pressure arm 4 sothat the stroke of the latter 
need never be altered. 
The means employed in my construction is an 

improved form of Wedge adjustiment combined 
With spring suspension of the upper pressure 
head or buck. The pressure arm 4 ispivoted at 5 to the press 
frame and the arm is bifurcated forward of its 
pivotal point beginning at about 6 of Figure 1 
So that above the presser head 3 there are in 
fact tWo laterally spaced arms 6' and 6', or 
extensions of 6 as shown in Figure 2, and from 
each of Which extensions the presser head 3 is 
suspended at tWo pointsby, coiled compression 
springs 7 pocketed in recesses 8 formed in the 
extensions, and extending through which springs 
are bolts 9 threaded at their loWer ends into a 
fiat boss 0 formed on the presser head 3. 

Bolts 9 are fitted with washers If under their 
55 heads 9' resting on the upper ends of the Springs, 
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(CI. 38-36) 
and the lower portions of the bolts pass freely 
through holesi 2 to permit of free sliding move 
ment therein. 
The tension of the springs is sufficient to over 

come the Weight of the presser head 3 and nor-5 
mally keep it raised as far as permitted by two 
pairs of pressure adjusting wedges 3, 14. 
These Wedges are arranged horizontally be 

tween the presser head and arms 6', 6'', With 
loWer Wedges 3 secured to bosses las by cap O 
Screws i 4 recessed at the large ends of the Wedges 
both of Which large endsare outWard of their 
respective arms 6º and 6', and theupper Wedges 
14 are each provided at their large ends with an. 
upWardly curved arm i5 haVing a hub 6 5 
threaded internally, and respectively engaged 
by the threaded ends of a horizOntally arranged 
bar . 
The threading of hub 16 is respectively right 

and lefthand, as is also the opposite ends of the 20 
bar 17 as at So that upon turning the bar 
both upperwedges Will either be forced apart 
or drawn toWard one another, depending on 
Which Way the bar is turned; ºthereby forcing 
the pressure head 3 downward When the wedges 25 
are moved outwardly and compressing springs 8, 
and Vice Versa. v 

I The threaded bar is relatively large in its cen 
tral portion and milled as at i'' to afford a 
proper grip for turning by hand, and the ends of 30 
the barare drilled out as at 8 and Supported 
for rotation asby stub axles 9 projecting into 
the hollow ends of the bar from the inner sides 
of arms 6' and 6''. Stub axles A 9 are supported 
in horizontally drilled holes in arms 6' and 6' 85 
and locked in position as by set screws 20. 
The Wedges are of oblong Cross Section and 

formed with interlocking tongue and groove 2, 
22, extending longitudinally as ShoWn in Figures 
2 and 3 to hold the presser head or upper buck 40 
3 in alignment With the loWer buck 2. The upper 
Wedges each slide in a rectangular Seat 23 milled 
through the undersides of arms 6', 6'. 
The above : described, arrangement provides a 

simply and quickly operated pressure adjustment, 4º 
yet permits easy removal of the presser head by 
Simple unscrewing of bolts 9 Without even lifting 
the bolts and springs from their sockets or dis 
turbing the adjustment of the wedges. The re- 50 
placement of the head is equally Simple. . . 
While I show the improvement applied to a 

laundry press haVing a bifurcated pressure arm, 
it is manifest that it may be applied to double 
pressure arms or other forms of arms with suit- 65 
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2 
able modification to carry out the objects and 
advantages of the invention as above set out. 

I therefore clain: 
1. In a laundry press having an upper presser 

buck carried by a presser arm, spring means sus 
pending the buck below the arm and normally 
urging the buck upWard, two pairs of oppositely 
directed Wedges positioned between the arm and 
the buck, and means for variously, adjusting said 
Wedges. for forcing the buck, down" against the 
action of Said Spring means comprisinga threaded 
hub on One of each pair of Wedges threaded right 
and left respectively, a, bar threaded right and 
left at its opposite ends engaging in saidi hubs, 
means facilitating turning of said bar, and means. 
preventing longitudinal motion of saidbar. 

2. In a laundry press having an upper presser 
buck carried by a presser arm, spring means sus 
pending the buck below the arm and normaly. 
urging the buck upward, two pairs of oppositely 
directed Wedgespositioned between the arm and 

2,186,490 
the buck, and means for variously adjusting said 
Wedges for forcing the buck down against the 
action of Said Spring means comprising a thread 
ed hub on one of each pair of Wedges threaded 
right and left respectively, a, bar threaded right 
and left at its opposite ends engaging in said 
hubs, means revolvably supporting said bar from 
Said arm, means facilitating turning of said bar, 
and means preventing longitudinal motion of 
said; bar. 

3. In the construction specified in claim 1, the 
Wedges of each pair provided with tongue and 
grooved Working faces. 

4. In a structure as specified in claim. 2, said 
arnhaving, tWo spaced sections and the means 
revolvably supporting the bar comprising a pair 
of stub aXles projecting respectively from the 
presser arm Sections and into sockets formed. 
in the ends of said bar. 

STANLEY MLARVIN. 
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